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To all wlom w MAY COILCEFTL:

Be it known that I, ALBERT L. PITNEY, a
citizen of the United States residing at Wash-
ington, in the District of Columbla, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
1n Devices for Fastening Cords or Ropes; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exaet deseription of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which 1t appertains to make and use the same.

The invention has for its object to provide
means for easily and securely fastening a cord
or cords 1in a holder or case, which cords may
be made to embrace any object that is.to be
secured thereby, and then drawn into the
holder and fastened without tying. Devices

- heretofore employed having in View this gen-
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- and rapid fl,nphmtlon of the device.

eral object have In use been found 11‘1ble to
the objection that they subject the cord to too
great friction, which interferes with the easy
Insome
cases the fastener has been so constructed and

- arranged that two cords or two parts of a sin-

gle cord crossed each other, producing an in-
conventent degree of {riction, and in others

~ -the cords have been drawn through openings
~and across an abrupt or sharp edﬂ'e, either of

which arrangements caused an objectionable |

~amount of friction, particularly when the cord
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making these openings su

happened to be wet_. In those devices iIn
which the cords were drawn through openings
in the fastening - lever their mtroductlon in
said openings was not sufficiently convenient,

-~ and they rendered the fastener unnecessam]y
difficult and inconvenient to manufacture;

and where two levers, each having an open-

ing, have been employed, the cords were there-
by separated from each other, necessitating an

increase in the width of the holder. This ef-
fect was further increased by the necessity of
ficiently large not

~only to admit the ready introduction of the
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cords when in good condition, but also large.
|"when the top of the case is cut away, as indi-
1, and afford

means of guiding and retaining. the cord lat-

enough to allow their use therein when en-
1alged by the effect of moisture, frayed sur-
faces, misplaced strands, or other causes 1n-
ctdent to their use.

By my present invention the opemug in the

lastening-lever 1s dispensed with, and also the.

necessity of crossing the cords or of drawing
them abruptly across a comparatively sharp‘
edge, |

The objects qbove described are secured by
the present invention, which consists in the

means hereinafter set forth and particularly 55 -

pointed out.

In theaccompanying d:an ings, which form
part of the specification, I‘lﬂ‘llle 1 18 a per-
spective view of the holder; F1 2, a central
longitudinal section; Fig. 3 a plan view of a

‘fastenmn* lever, a pmt of a side wall of the

holder bemﬂ slmwn in section; and Fig. 4, a
similar view of a fastening-lever adapted to be
p]aced on the other Slde of the holder; and
Fig. 5 is an end view of the latter.
Intheseveral figures, 1 represents the holder
or case, and 2 the fastemnﬂ' levers.

metal, secured together by rivets formed of
conti nuations of one of said metal parts and
passed through suitable openings in the other
part and 1weted The invention, however, 18
not limited to any particular method Oor ma-

terial used in manufacture. Thecaseis usually
provided beneath its bottom with flanges for
receiving a label, and with a longitudinal de-

pression in its bottom which acts upon thesur-

face of the label and serves to hold it in place
in the flanges, and it is adapted to recelve at
its open end 6 the cords, which are to be drawn
longitudinally through it above the fastening-

levers 2. These levers are pivoted 1n the side

walls of the case, as indicated at 4, and near

one end, which end is preferably toothed Or
SBII‘&tEd "The other and longer arms of the

levers extend forward to the vicinity of aper-
tures in the side walls of the case, where they

‘LprlOVlded with lateral extensionsor releas-
ing finger-pieces, which extend through said
apertures, one on each side, as shown at o.
These pieces are preferably prolonged beyond
the body of the lever to afford merefa.sed lever-
age, and they may also be extended upwardly

.above the uppel surface of the lever, as repre-

sented in Fig.b. This latter featule is useful

cated by dotted lines at 7 in Fig.

erally. In case but one lever is employed, it
should be provided with these leleasmg or fin-
ger pieces on each side.

The case -
(1spr eferab] y made of parts stamped from sheet
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A cord having been passed ar ound any ar-
t1cle to be secured thereby is tlghtened by

| drawing it through theholder, the finger-pieces
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of the fastening-levers being raised and the ! cord doubled by folding, so as to enable bwo

toothea end of the levers depressed, so as not
to obstruct the free movement of the same.
In this position of the levers the cords can be
5 drawn eastly and freely in either direction,

the construction being especially adapted to
avoid unnecessary fPlCthIl under all condi-

tions. When it is desired to finally fasten the
cords which have been drawn around any ob-
to ject, the long arms of the leversare allowed to
drop by gravity, and arefurther depressed by a
final pull on the cord or cords, whereby they

are drawn over and down upon the ends of |

the levers within the holder or case. This

15 downward direction of the cordsis secured by |

the upper wall, 6, of the holder.
The serrated ends of the fastening-levers are
by the above - deseribed operation made to
- press the cords against the upper wall of the
20 holder, and they will be held securely until
released by raising the long arms of the levers.
The ends of these long arms, over which the
cords pass and which lie within the case, are

rounded to obviate unnecessary friction, and

25 1618 obvious that the present device has ad-
vantages 1n this respect over one in which the
cords must be drawn through openings and
across the sharp or abrupt edge of the metal
surrounding such openings. The cords are

30 also much more easily introduced than inthose
constructions wherein it is necessary to push
them into and through aperturesin thelevers.
The present improvement avoids such evils as
well as other difficulties and the additional ex-

35 pense incident to the manufacture of levers

with openings. 1t will be apparent that the

operation of the above - described device is
substantially the same whether one or more
cords and one or more fastening-levers are
employed. Preferably it is made to be used

40

with two levers and two cords, or with a single

. cords, asropes, bands, or even chains could be

parts of the same to be passed through the
holder. |
A vertical partition may be used in the ;5

‘holder at either or both ends of the same to

ounide the cords and separate them slightly;
but thelir use 18 not necessary.

The use of the invention is not limited to

50
fastened by the use of the same, the parts be-
ing modified as to size by the manufacturer.

- Having thus described my 1nvention, what

1 claim, and desireto secure by Letters Patent,
18— 53

1. The herein-deseribed cord-fastening de-
vice, consisting of the holder and pivoted fast-
ening-leversprovided with transverse portions
extending laterally beyond the side walls of
the holder, snbstantially as set forth.

2. The herein-described cord-fastening de-
vice, consisting of the holder and the pivoted
fastemng lever provided with transverse por-
tions extending laterally beyond the side walls

6o

of the holder, “said portions having upward 65

bends or extensions to guide the cords sub-
stantially as set forth.

3. The herein-described cord- fdstenmn de-
vice, consisting of the holder and the plvoted
fastening-lever provided with transverse por- 70
tions extending laterally beyond the side walls
of the holder, said portions having upward
bends or exteusions prolonged beyond the end
of the lever which 1s within the holder to in-
crease the leverage, substantially as set forth. 75

In testimony w hereof I affix my signature in |
presence of two witnesses. ~

ALBERT L. PITNEY.

W’itnesses | |
GEO. W. DVAT\S
BENJ. R. CATI.IN.
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