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bag entirely opened.
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’Z’o all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that T, JOEN EVERETT DEN ‘\TIS
Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing at
Glenbeu]ah in the county of Sheboygan and
State of VVlsconsm have invented a new and
usefal improv emenb In Mail-Bag Heads and
Fasteners, of which the followuw 13 a specifi-

cation.

My invention relates to animprovement in
mail-bag heads and fasteners; and it consists
in the peculiar construection aud combination
of devices, that will be more fully set forth

_herennfter, and particalarly pointed out in

the claims.

- In the accompfmyuw drawings, Figure 1 is

a perspective view of a mail- bag prowded with
my improvements,the bag being closed. Fig.
2 is a similar wew SI]DW'II]G‘ the bag partlall_y
opened. Iig.31is a smnlzu view ghomnw the
Ifig. 4 is a tlansx erse
vertical sectional view of the bag.

A represents the bag, which is of the usunal
form and size, and is provided with cuts ¢ in
1ts upper portion, at diametrically-opposite
polints,to permit the top of the bag to be folded
in. To opposite sides of the mouth of the bag
are secured metallic arms B, to the ounter ends
of which are hinged arms (.;, as shown. One
of the said hmged arms C of each pair is pro-
vided on its inner side,near its inner end, with

a projecting lug, D, which 1s adapted to bear
against the Oppocsmfr inner side of its compan-

~1on arm C when the said arms are folded to-
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getherin the position indicated in Fig. 1.

E represents a pair of links, to “hlch the
outer ends of thearm C arepiv otally connected,
as shown, and the said links are each pmmded
with outward- extending arms F, having slots

- (& adapted to fit over a staple, H which 1s se-
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cured to and projects inwardly from the mouth

of the bag at a point midway between the

slits . The said links E are provided on their

outer sides with projecting studs I, which are

adapted to engage semicircnlar notches K,
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made in the opposing edges of the pairs of

arms C, when the said arms come together in
the 1}031131011 indicated in Fig. 1. The function
of these studs I is to plevenb the slotted link-
plates E from turning on the ends of the arms C
when thesaid arms are closed together,thereby
causing the said link-plates E t0 be always SO

arranged that the slots therein will pass over |

{ thereby retain the tags in place.

the staple H when the arms C are folded on
the mouth of the bag when thelatter is closed,
as will be readily lll’"ldelStO(}d thereby avoid-
1ng the trouble of adjusting the slotted plates
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to this position every fime. the bag is to be

closed.

mouth of the bag and prevent the same {from
bending and assuming a curved form. By

T'o opposite sides of the mouth of the

bag are riveted double thicknesses of stripsof
leather or other suitable material, I, the func-
‘tion of the said strips being to sbreuﬂ*theu the
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reason of these re-enforced strips the opposite .

sides of the mouth of the bag are kept parallel
| at all times, and when the mouth of the bag is

¢losed it forms a plane or flat surface on which
the arms C may be folded in order to engage
The 1nner stup{
or thickness of leather of each pair L is pro-.

the staple and lock the bag.

vided at its central portion with aslotted open-
ing, M, and tags bearing the names of the ter-
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mmal stations of the route on which the bag

“is used are placed betsween the opposing sides

of the said strips L and are exposed to view
through the openings M, as shown. |

O _1'epresents clamps, e:_wh of which is made
from a single piece of sheet metal of suitable
form, bent over the edges of the pair of re-en-
force strips L, so as to embrace the same and
secure the said strips firmly together, and
The said
clamps are provided wlth ears P, which reg-
ister with each other when the clamps are
applied to the strips, and rivets R are passed
through the said ears and through the strips,
as show n, thereby firmly securing the elamps
in place. By this arrangement the maitl-bag

18 provided with tags which ar e distinetly visi-

ble when the bag-is lvmﬂ* on the door or on the

table or hung up on a hooL, which is a mat-

ter of great convenience to postal agents and
others connected with the postal service.

To one gide of the mouth of the mail-bag is
secured a flap, S, or the said flap may “be
formed integ mlly with the mail-bag, as pre-
ferred. The said flap is adapted to fold across
the mouth of the bag when the latter is closed
and before the loekmg arms O are folded down
thereon, and is provided with a re-enforced
metallic strip, T, the said strip being riveted
thereto and havnw a slob 1n 1ts center to en-
gage a staple, H.
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'I‘he bag 18 provided near its uppel end with




a strap-loop, U, by whieh 1t 18 readily carried, .

and is also provided at its bottom with a strap-

loop, V, for the same purpose, as shown in
- Hig. 1. |

- The operation of my invention will be very
readily understood. When the mouth of the
bag is closed, the flap S i1s folded across the

‘same and caused to engage the staple, and the
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arms C are then folded down over the {lap and

the slots in fheir link-plates E are caused to
engage the staple, and a padlock, such as are
now commonly eruployed for this purpose, 18
secured to the staple, as shown in Fig. 1,
thereby effectually securing the bag. When
the bag is open, the sides of its mouth swing
away from each other, so-as to turn the arms
C on the pivots, which connect them to the
link-plates in a horizontal position, thereby
distending the mouth of the bag to its fullest

extent, as shown in Fig. 3, and preventing any

mail matter from remaining in the bag when

‘the same isinverted. The said pivotally-con-

nected arms C. keep the mouth of the bag dis-
tended when hung on a rack or distributing-
table to receive the mail matter as the sameis
thrown into the bag. |

The improvements hereinbefore described

'may be attached to sacks for papers or to the
old mail-bags nowin use without the necessity

of reconstructing the same, it being only neec-
essary, in order to attach my improvements
to the old bags, to cut down the mouths of the
same below the eyelet-holes and rivet on a
piece of leather in order to make the bag the
requisite length, as will be readily understood.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

1. A mail-bag having the two pairs of re-
enforce strips on opposite sides of 1ts mouth,
one of the said strips of each pair having a

 glot or opening, and the tags secured between

the opposing sides of the pairs of strips and

~ exposed through theslotstherein, snbstantially
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as deseribed. |
2. The combination, with a mail-bag, of the
arms B, secured to opposite sides of its mouth,

the arms C, hinged to the arms B, and the

link-plates E, pivotally connected to the Inner
ends of the said arms C, for the purpose set
forth, substantially as described.

3. The combination,with a mail-bag having

its mouth re-enforced or strengthened on op- |

posite sides, for the purpose set forth, and the
hinged arms C, connected to the sides of the

. mouth of the bag, and the plates K, pivotally
connecting theirinner ends together, whereby

the mouth of the bag may be distended, for the
purpose set forth, substantially as described.
4. The combination,with the mail-bag hav-

60 ing the staple on one side of its mouth and

2 | ' 875,805

provided with theinflexible parallel re-enforce
strips L. on opposite sides of its mouth, for the

purpose set forth, of the flap extending from

one side of the mouth of the bag, adapted to.

fit over the same and provided with an open-
ing to engage the staple, substantially as de-

“seribed.

5. The combination,with the mail-bag head,
of the arms C, pivoted to opposite sides thereof,
the staple secured to one side of the head, and
the link-plates Ii, pivotally connected to the

| inner end of the hinged arms C, and having
| the slots to engage the staple when the said

arms are folded on the closed head of the bag,
substantially as described.
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6. In a mail-bag head, the combination of -

the hinged-arms (J, having the recesses K 1n
their opposing edges, and the slotted link-

plate E, pivotally connected to the inner end

of arms C, and having the studs I, adapted to

engage the recesses K when the arms come to-
gether, for the purpose set forth, substantially

as described. |

7. The combination, with a mail-bag head,

of the hinged arms C, having their inner ends
pivotally connected together, one of the said

arms C of each pair having a projecting lug,

B, adapted to engage its companion arm when

the arms C are folded together, substantially

a3 described.

8. The mail bag having the staple H in one

side of its monih and the flap S on the opposite,

adapted to close over the mouth of the bag and.

engage the staple, the arms G, pivoted to op-

| posite sides of the mouth of the bag, and the

link-plates B, connecting the inner ends of said

Qo

arms and having the slots to also engage the '

staple when the said arms C and link-plates
are folded down over the flap, substantially as
described.

9. In a mail-bag, the combination of the
hinged arms C, counected to the sides of the
mouth of the bag and having their inner ends
pivotally connected together, whereby the
mouth of the bag may be distended, and the
link-plates I, connected to the arms O, as set
forth. | |

10. A mail-beg having the re-enforced strips
L on each side of the mouth of the bag, between
which strips the tags arefitted, and the clamps
O, fitted over the re-enforce strips for holding
the tags in place, as set forth. |

- Intestimony that I claim the foregoing as my

own I have hereto affixed my signature in pres- -

ence of two witnesses.

JOHN EVERETT DENNIS, JRr.

Witnesses:
EDWIN SLADE,
ANNA DENNIS,
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