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To all whom it may concern:

- Unrrep States PaTent OFFICE.

J—

- FRANK SHANNON, OF MIDDLEPORT, OHIO.

CONCEALED REPOSITORY IN CABINET FURNITURE.

EBPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No.375,574, dated December 27, 1867,
- ~ Application filed September 15, 1887. Serial No. 249,771, (No model.)

Be 1t known that I, FRANK SHANNON, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Mid-

dleport, in the county of Meigs and State of
Ohio, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Concealed Repositories in Cabinet
Furniture, of which the following is a speci-
fication. = . o -

This invention relates to articles of house-
hold or office furniture having drawers and in
which a secret repository or concealed safe is

- provided for the safe-keeping of valuables, the
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object.being to arrange such repository or safe

so0 that its presence will not be suspected, and

in such a way that its sereening-plate cannot
be moved without first unlocking and pushing
back or removing one of the adjacent drawers.
The invention consists in certain peculiari-
ties of construction and in novel eombinations

of parts, as hereinafter described and claimed.

In the annexed drawings, illustrating the
invention, Figure 1 is a perspective view of a
piece of furniturein'which myinvention is em-
bodied. Fig. 2is a plan view of the same,
partly broken away. a

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1

designates a bureau, dressing-case, or like ar-

ticle of furniture having drawers 2 and 3 of
anysuitableorwell-known construction. Some
of these drawers, as designated by the nu-
meral 2, may extend across the entire front of
the article, while others, designated by the
numeral 3, are arranged in a series of prefer-
ably two or more in the same horizontal row.
These drawers 3 -are provided with suitable

. locks. At the rear of each drawer 31is a stop,

4, 80 located that the drawer can be pushed
back a distance equal to alittle more than the
thickness of the drawer-front. |

Between two of the drawers 3 and in the
same horizontal row is placed a metallic safe
or strong box, 5, of any suitable construction,;
and which may be either permanent or remov-
able, as preferred. If removable, the box or
safe 5 may open at the top or elsewhere by
means of any suitable door, 1id, or cover. If

permanent, as shown, the front of the box or
sate will be provided with a hinged door, 6,
having a suitable lock, or it may be provided
50 with one or more drawers having appropriate
- fastenings. _ B _ '

The dimensions of the box orsafe 5 will be

| such that it will fi accurate]y into the space

between the drawers on each side, and its front
will be set back a distance equal to the thick-
ness of the drawer-fronts. A spacein front of
the-box 5 is thus afforded for the accurate fit-

‘ting of a screening-plate, 7, which in outward

appearance resembles a drawer-front. This
screening-plate 7 is made to slide along and
between the upper and lower eross-bars or di-

viding-strips, § when either of the drawers 3

18 pushed back against its stop 4, and in order
to hold the plate 7 between the bars 8 and guide
16 In 1ts movements said bars are provided

with tongues or heads 9 to engage grooves 10,

formed in the upper and lower edges of the
plate,orany other means of guiding the sereen-
ing-plate may- be provided. After the box
5 has been closed and the screening-plate 7
pushed in front of said box, so as to conceal
16, the drawers 3 will be pulled out into their
normal position flush with the front of the ar-

ticle of furniture, and by then locking said
drawers the screening - plate will be secured

from movement in either direction.

When it is desired to gain access to the con-

cealed safe or secret repository, one of the
drawers 3 will be unlocked and pushed inward
or backward against its stop 4, thereby en-
abling the screening-plate 7 to be moved along
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in front of said drawer and so expose the safe

or box b to view. ~While the screening-plate
7 18 in front of the box 5 and both drawers
3. drawn outward and locked, said drawers
by bearing against the ends of the- plate,
will prevent it from being moved, and so ren-

der any further fastening unnecessary. The

screening-plate may, however, be provided

with an additional lock or fastening of any

suitable kind, and this fastening can be so ar-
ranged that its position and operation will be
known only to the owner and those to whom
he may communicate it. |
‘The invention is applicable to various arti-
cles of furniture having drawers, and by prop-
erly fitting and ornamenting the front of the
screening-plate to correspond with the piece of
furniture the existenee of the secret repository
5 will not be readily detected, even on close
examination. This effect can beincreased by
reducing the dimensions of the secret reposi-
tory so that 1t will oceupy a small space and
giving its screening-plate the appearance of
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an mdmfuy ﬁllmﬁ' plec@ or'molding. By ar::

ranging the Shdmﬂ serecning-plate in such a | drawer bemfr movable mward to enable . the

‘manner that it can only be moved after ﬁisté | sereening- 1}1ate to Sllﬂe 111 fwnb thereof sub
‘displacing an adjacent drawer the need of a '
‘special fastening for said plate is obviated: and?
 the risk of exposing or ‘discovering the secret:
o repository is stilll further lessened while: by
o providing Sepmate {astenings for tlu, seereb: |
. repository, screeming - phte and fn,d]{lcen‘b?
drawer the: S(‘CIIFH} OE_" the lel}GSItmy m 1 brﬁé
'--'“”f?mmt]ymerased SRERE EEREEEE
s amraware that bmmus lmfe heen pmwded?
G with sliding secret drawers loeked in:place by
0 coneealed fastenings which ean only be oper-:

ated to release tlw secrel drawer by first With

~drawing the main drawer of the bureau. I
am also aware that articles of furniture hfw
" been provided with movable panels to coneeal |

s

= inclosed spaces adapted for various purposes,
and that seeret repositories orsafes have been |
~concealed in articles of furniture by means of
“movable sereenin fr-pla,t(‘s that ean be operated:
without disturbing any of the drawers with
which | such @ fur mtme has  been 1}1‘0?1{1@&
?Sueh constructions, therefore, T do not clm m.

W hat T claim as my invention 18—
In a: dmscsmﬂ‘ case or other article: of

EEEREE %furmturf-‘- . secreb 161)0311:01 y:or:concealed safe |

o atrranged qd]ﬂcent to a drawer and havipg: a

RERERE 30 Slldmn‘ screening plate finished to corrospond |

375,574

't with the front of said article of furniture, said

fstmLmHy as deserihed. . i,
20 Ina (116%‘511”1”*6356 or ether ar tlcle of fur- 35;
| 511111111{3 the combuntwn with a drawer hav-
ing a stop located to permlt an inward move-
;ment of said drawer within the front of the =
article of furniture, of a seeret repos:ltm‘y or .
;couemled salc locnted adjaceut to said drawer, 40
1and o sliding screening-plate; to: conceal the EERERREE
safeor I‘(‘pOSItOI y, said. plate being momble im0
frong of the drawer when the, htter is pﬂSth
g ;um ard, substantially as deaerlb(,d e
3. In a dressing:ease or other altmle Of fur- 45
;1111;111(, having dmwew the combination,with = . |
. a secret 1*(3})0%11:01*31 or eoneeaied safe lomted;

adjacent to a drawer, of a sliding screening- .
i plate beld in place in front of said safe by smd
drawer when the drawer-frontis flush with said 50
plate, the Sereening: -plate being movable to
expose the safe or repository (:me; after: the; a SN

adjacent drawer has: been dlsplaced substan-
ftlﬁmlly as. descubul s
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