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To all whom it may concern:.

- BeitknownthatI, BENTAMIN C. WOODRBURY,
of Patten, in the county of Penobscot and
State of Maine, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Snow-Shoe Attachments, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact

~ description, . - |

This invention consists in a hinged-toe-and-

- heel or slipper-like attachment to snow-shoes,
10 substantially as hereinafter deseribed, and
~ pointed out in the claims, whereby said at-

tachment, in which the foot is placed, readily

adapts itself to the shape of the foot, can be -

- used or worn with perfect ease, prevents in-

I5 Jury to the foot in slipping sidewise, as so fre-

quently happens when traveling over rough

oruneven ground with snow-shoes, and allows
of a perfectly free, easy, and natural motion of
the foot, while securing an absolute control of ]
the snow-shoe in turning about or changing
the eourse. | .
- Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 represents a plan view of a snow-
shoe with my attachment applied, and Fig. 2
a side view of the attachment detached from-
the snow-shoe. : |

A 18 the snow-shoe, which may be of the
usual or any suitable eongtruetion.

The attachment to which my invention re-
lates, and in which the foot of the user of the
snow-shoe rests, consists mainly of a toe-piece,
B, of shoe shape, with an open front end, and of

‘acurved heel-piece, C, having sides, back, and |
bottom. These separate toe and heel pieces
B C are united by side straps, b b, and buckles
¢, whereby they may be adjusted to any de-
sired distance apart to adapt them to different
sizes or lengths of feet. The toe-piece B is
formed with wings d d at its sides, by which
1t 13'attached to the snow-shoe through means
of metallic hinges D D. These hinges are ar-
ranged with their working-joint transversely
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of the snow-shoe, so as to admit of the rising

of the heel portion of the attachment and low- |

| ering of the front end of the toe-piece. They

are secured to the snow-shoe by riveting them
to pieces of leather, e ¢, united with the snow- 5o
shoe by tying or otherwise. -

- Passing over the top of the toe-piece B are
‘straps f f, which may be united with each

other by buckle or cord, and the toe-piece
1tself be laced up its front to adapt the attach- 55
ment to the foot. These straps f f help to
form the wings d d, and prevent the latter
from being bent downward by the weight of
the snow-shoe when the foot is lifted.

The heel-piece C simply serves to hold the o
heel in proper position, and has attached to
16 the buckles ¢, with which the straps b b, that

are riveted to the toe-piece, engage.

It will readily be seen from the construoction
herein described that this flexible hinged foot
or toe-and-heel attachment will give all the
freedom to the working of the foot without
injury thereto and without restricting the
turning of the snow-shoe by the foot, which
has been hereinbefore stated for it. |

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18— | o |

1. The combination, with a snow-shoe, of a
toe-and-heel shoe-like attachment for the foot, 75
hinged at i1ts toe portion to thesnow-shoe, sub-
stantially as specified. |

2. The combipation, with a snow-shoe, of
the toe-piece B of a foot attachment having |
side wings, d d, and the hinges D D, by which 8o
sald toe-piece is united with the snow-shoe,
substantially as specified.

* 3. The combination, with the snow-shoe A,

of the open-ended toe-piece B, having upper
cross-straps, f f, and side wings, d d, the hinges 85
D D, uniting said toe-piece with the snow-shoe,
the separate heel-piece C, and the adjusting
side straps, b b, connecting the toe and heel
piceces, substantially as specified. . |

BENJAMIN C. WOODBURY.

e

\«Vitnesses; |
- CALVIN BRADIORD,
J. C. BuzzELr.
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