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‘tion showing the same unlocked.

UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.
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SPECIFICATION forming part ei Letters Patent No. 3'75 446 dated December 27, 1887,

Appheatwn filed July 23, 1827, Serial No. 245,126.

(No model.) -

Lo all whom it_ MAY CONCETrIL:
Be it known that I, THOoMAS HUucH GOR-

DON, of Baldwmsvﬂle, county of Onondaga,

in the State of New York, a subject of the
Queen of Great Britain, hme mvented cerfain
new and useful Imprmements 1n Mail- Bag
Fastenings, of which the following is a speci-
fication, 1eferenee being had to the accompany-
ing dmwmgs |

This invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in mail- -bag fastenings.

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple, strong, and dnrable fastening, and at
the same time one which can be manufac-
tured at small expense, and readily applied to
new bags, or to-the bags in use at the presenb
time. *

In the drawings, Figure 11is an elevation
showmg the bag loeked Fig. 2 is'an eleva-
Fig. 8is a
sectional elevation on line x# x of Flg 1.

- Fig. 4 is a vertical section on line 2 2, Fig.

30 ber of Staples ¢ and «,
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1. Fig. disan elevation showing a modifica-
tion of the invention and showing the bag
locked. Fig. 6showsthe same un]oched

The bag proper is an ordinary mail-bag,

having one side, &, longer at the mouth and

foldmﬂ* over the other side, 4, thereby forming
the ﬂapg Midway in the flap are a num-
transversely across
the bag, and secured to the flap by the plates

J.  When the flap is folded over the mouth

of the bag, the looped ends of the staples a
and a project through slots " and ¥’ in the,
sides 2 and 4, forming an eye. Underneath
the staples ¢ i another row of smaller staples,
b,fastened to the side A. The belt is an open-

lmked chain belt. The opensides of the links

d slide through the eyes formed by the ends
of the staples «. The closed sides of the
links ¢ slide through the eyes formed by the
ends of the staples ¢. The closed sides of the
links ¢ slide through the eyes formed by the

-~ staples b, thus allowing the chain to be

thrown or hmged over where the projecting
ends of the open sides of the lmk d pass from

-to slide through staples.

| bag 1is fastened, this lock covers the staple o

and locks through its eye. When a wide bag
18 used, necessitating longer links, small pins
0 may be attached to one side, as shown in
Fig. 1, midway between the staples @, so as to
project through the other side when the bag
1S closed, thus more effectually closing the
mouth of the bag.

A modification is represented in Figs. 5 and
6. This construection is censmered better
when very wide bags are used. The chain
belt is divided into two parts having the lock
and hasp!attached to the ends. When locked,
the hasp ! is first put over the staples m and
the lock is then attached. The object is to
span a wide bag without too many links being

| attached continuously.

It will be noticed in the drawings that the
openings in the links of the chain belt are
made wider at the end nearest the lock and
reduced in the width of opening as they ap-
proach the opposite end. The object of this
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1s to allow the links to be entered through

the staples ¢onsecutively—a feature which is

desirable in closing a bag which is more than

ordinarily full of mail-matter.

The several points of superiority found in
my invention are, saving in the time of fast-
ening and unfastening durabllltv and cheap-
ness in the cost of manufacturmg, safety in

the rough usage of the mail service, and the

perfect ﬂemblllty, enabling 1t to conform fo
the contour of the bag in any position.

I am aware that links chained together are
used in connection with mail-bag fastenmﬂ*s,
as shown in Snyder’s patent, No. 286 337, Oc-
tober 9, 1883; but I wish to patent as new the

device eonsmtmg of one set only of guide-

staples, and allowing the belt to hinge back
“when the bag is unlocked.

-l am aware that mail-bag fastenings have
been used consisting of pronged linksarranged

Therefore I do not
claim such invention, broadly.

-Having thus deqeubed my 111vent10n what L
clmm and desire to secure by Letters Patent

under the staples a. | is—
On the outer end of the ]ast link is fast- In a mail-bag having staples a chaln hav-
~ened an automatic spring-lock, e. ng rectangular links clasped together at the

When the | i
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middle of their ends, and cut away on one | In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
side,leaving projecting ends which are adapted | hand this 13th day of July 1887.
to slide through the staples a ¢ «, the close |
sides of said links being held to the mail- THOMAS HUGH GORDON.
5 bag by staples b b b, in combination with the |
lock e, hinged directly to the said links, all In presence of—-
substantially asshown, and for the purpose set C. W. SMITII,
forth. | P. A. WESTON.
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