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is a perspective of one form of boot-jack used
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(N o model.)

To all whom it maz J concerm:
- Be it known that I, JULIUS BERKEY, a cltl

of Grand Rapids, county of Kent_, and State
of Michigan, have invented a certain new and

Boots, of which the following is aspecification,
referenee bemg had to the drawings hereto an-
nexed.

My invention relates toanew and useful de- |
vice to be atlached to the rear of the leel of-
a felt boot; and the object of my invention is
to str engthen the boot, to give it greater wear
and darability, pr event it from becoming
broken and wrinkled, and also to fa,ellltate

wearer. 'These objects I accomplish by means
of the construction and arrangement of parts

annexed, in which—

| Flgure 11s a perspectwe view of 2 felt boot
to which my invention is applied. Fig. 2 is
the back-stay and jack-strap detached from
the boot, showing a preferred form of the same.
Fig. 3 is a modified form of the same. Fig. 4

in connection with this my "invention; and

the feet of the user when about to remove the
boot from the foot.

Similarletters refer to similar parts through
out the several views.

The device shown in Fig. 4 is not claimed
as a part of this invention, but is a peculiar
form of a boot-jack mvented by me, and which
I design to make the subject of an appllc&tlml |
for a, patent and I haveshown it inthe draw-
ings in this case, in order to more fully illus-

In thedrawings, A represents the felt boot.
B represents the back-stay, and O the eye-

the oute:t and inner portion of the back-stay
together, and also for engaging with the pin,
screw, or other device on the boot-jack for |
removing the boot. The opening for the eye-
let or grommet is made only through the back-
stay B, and not entirely through the heel of

suﬂ?iclent to render the opening thus for med |
operative, as above described.
In Flg 2, D shows the inner portion of the

back -stay, which I prefer to construct of duck, |

saﬂ eloth or ¢anvas, or ODher strong cloth.
The outer surface or part B, 1 prefe1 to con-
struct of leather. .The object of using the cloth

| lining 1s to give oreater strength than other-

wise could De obtained, and to. prevent the
shrinking -and swellmﬂ of the back-stay by
moisture, it being ascertamed that the cloth

i lining does not Shlll’]k and swell with moisture,

as does leather lining; but I do not limit my-
self to the particular construction of back-stay,
as it isobvious that one or more thicknesses of
the same or different materials may be em-
ployed, so long as said back-stay is capable of
practical use in connection with the eyelet or
grommet and the boot-jack.

~ In Fig. 3, Eshows aring, which may be sub-
Stltuted in the place of the eyelet C, and F
shows the-method of attaching uhe ring to the
back-stay. Gshowsthe form of the boot jack,
and H the pin in the boot- jack, which en-

-gages with the eyelet C or ring li1n 1emm'1nfr

the boot.

This device subserves the purpose of not
only strengthening the boot and rendering 1t
much more durable than it otherwise would
be, but it also adds greatly to the convenience
of the, wearer-in removing the boot from the
foot. When a felt boot is wet, it will fre-
quently stick tothe footand cause greattrouble
to the wearer in removing the same; but this
device enables the wearer to remove the boot

by means of a bootjaclc properly made as

readily as he cous 1d remove a leather boot.
Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim to hwe invented, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s—
1. The Gombmatlon with a boot, Of an ex-

2. A felt boot provided with a back-stay
composed of an outer and an inner plece at-
tached together by means of the eyelet or
orommet, md the whole secured to the rear
of the boot-heel, said stay being adapted to
strengthen the boot and the eyelet to facilitate
the 1emoml of the boot, substantlally as de-
Scllbed |

JUTIUS BERKEY.

Witnesses:
- Jxo. A. CovoDE,
WiLL H. GAY.
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ternal re-enforce or hack- -stay, B, at the heel -
of said boot, provided with an eyelet C, sub-

- stantially as and for the purpose set forth
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