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To all whom tt ma J CONCEFTL:

Be 1t known that I, JouxN MASON DUNCA_N
FRrAXCE,a citizen of the United States, residing
ab St. Joseph in the county of Buchanan and
State of Missouri, have invented new and use-
ful Improv ements in Bill- -Files, of which the
following isa full, clear, and exact deseription, |
reference bemn* had tothe accom panymn‘ draw-
1ngs, 1n which—

Figures 1 and 2 are perapecblve views of a
bill-ﬁl_e constructed according to my invention.

The invention consists in certain features of
construction and novel combinations of parts, I
as will be hercinafter deseribed and claimed.

Theplate C,which may betermed the ‘‘main’’ l
or ‘‘base’’ plate 18 provided with a card-re-
ceiver, H, countersunk at /, to receive an index
of the contents of the file. TlllS plate also has a
hand-hold, G, having a handle, F, which opens
t0 an extent not exceeding twenty degrees and
serves to facilitate the handling of the files,
which handle, when not in use, seats in a re-
cess flush with the face of plate C. A section
of this handle I is round, so that when the }
file is placed upon the face of plate C the han-
dle will, by virtue of the weight of the file, as-
sume its proper place In its own recess or
pocket. |

The slide board or plate D hasslots at d for

the passage of the rack-arms A, and has the

locking-bar B, pivotally connected at e cen-
trally with 1t. 'This pivot 1s preferably ef-
fected through the medium of a plate, L,
countersunk in the slide D, as shown most
clearly in Fig. 1. At its ends the bar B has
bent portions,forming hooksd, which fitaround
or engage the rack-arms in such manner as to
firmly secure the slide board or plate D, as will
be seen in Pig. 1.

The rack-bars A, it will be seen, form a part
of a frame which extends through slots ¢ ¢ in
the main plate, the frame being fastened on
the outer side of plate C by rivets z z. By the
said construction the frame is held in place
and the file is strengthened, and, by reason of
the arrangement of the racks A in from the l

- side edges of the plates C D, the insertion of
the files in the reversal of same from cases is
rendered easier.

Thebars A haveteeth a, the uppm sides,a’, of
which are practically beveled or inclined for
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the pur pose of engaging wﬂ;h and releasing the
locking-bar in the oper "Lthll of the mveublon
These bevels or inclines are preferably secured
by curving the upper sides of the teeth, as
shown in both figures of the drawings.

In use the papers to be retained are plqeed
on the main plate and the sliding plate is
pressed down on the papers and the locking-

 bar turned into engagement with the appro-

priate teeth of the arms A. DBy reason of the
elasticity of the papers between plates Cand D
and the hooks b of bar B, the filed papers will
be held securely and 1n such manner as to be
protected from the effects of dust. To release
the papers in the file, it 1s only necessary to
press on the slide-plate D with sufficient force,
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when the locking-bar will engage the beveled

upper edge ot the next lower tooth, by which

‘means the said bar will be released and the

slide D may be pushed back. By extend-
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ing the rack-arms through slots in the plates

the said arms will be held from spreading,

and the file will at all times retain its normal

width. The metal rack-arms, being arranged

in from the edges of p]ates B and C, w1}1
not come in conmct with and abrade or othel

wise damage the metal cases in which the files
are kept, and the desks, books, or other ob-
jects upon whieh the files may be placed. The
bar B, with its cuarved ends 0, when in the
ratehets @, will serve as a lock, and in case a
file with the papersin place should fall on the
floor the bar B will not be moved from the

‘ratchets in which they are inserted.

‘Having thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Lettels Pd,tent
1§—

1. A b111 file compusmg a base or main
plate, the ratehet-arms secured to said main
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plate, and a slide-plate having slots d for the

passage of sald arms, substantially asset forth.
2. The eombmatlon In a bill-file,of the base
ormain plate, the ratchet-arms secured thereto

and having their rack-teeth provided with g3

beveled uppersurfaces, as deseribed, the slide-
plate, and thelocking-bar, Substantmlly as seb
forth.

3. The combination, with the base- plate,
the slide-plate, and the rack-arms, of the lock-
ing-bar provided at its ends with hooks b b,

[ Substfmtmlly as set forth.
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oo 4y The combination of the :base-p'late,. the | d for the passage of the 11‘3(31{*&‘1‘11151,5 and the .
.. shide-plate having slots d, the rack:arms se: | locking-bar, substantially as and for the pur.
cured to the base-plate and extended through | poses specified, 00000 oo
ooooriiirioionoslots dy and the locking-bar having hooks 6 6, | Intestimony whereof I have hereuntosetmy -+
- g ogubstantially as set forth, o v hand in the presence of two subseribing wit- 135 |

T secured at z z to the base-plate and provided |  J. P. SCHNEIDER,
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