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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, CADE BETHEA, of Mo-
bile, in the county of T'yler and State of Texas,
have invented a new and Improved Bed-Stay,

5 of which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act description. -

My invention relates to_a stay for holding
the frame of an old or new bedstead securely
together to resist racking strains; and the in-
vention has for its object to provide a simple,
inexpensive, and efficient device of this char-
acoer.

The invention consists in certain novel fea-
turesof construction and combinations of parts
15 of the bed-stay and its connection with the

bedstead, all as hereinafter described and

~claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar Tetters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of a bedstead with
a couple of the slats broken away and with
my improved stay applied; and IFig. 2 18 a per-
spective view of the center counlmn and lock
of the device drawn to a larger Smle |

The bed-stay is made with fourstout wires,
A A A A, which are secured at their outer
ends to the four corner-posts B.of the bed-

10 stead, to be braced ov stlerwthened by the
- stay, and at their inner ends the wires are con-
nected in pairs to metal blocks C D, which
form parts of the center coupling and lock,

presently described. The wires A may be con-
nected to the bed-posts B.by hooking their
ends into eyes fixed in the posts, as ShOWI] or
by passing screws into the posts through eyes
formed on the wires, or 1n any other substdn-
tial manner.

To the block G thele is securely connected
a wire loop, B, preferably three or fourinches
in length, and on the outer cross-bar of this
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loop 18 hunﬂ at one end a lever, IY, which 1s

- preferably prowded with a series of notches,
15 f, either of which may be engaged with the
‘end cross-bar of a wire loop, Gr which is fixed

" to the opposite block, D. At its free end the
coupling-lever If' is prowded with a laterally-

- projecting hook, H, which is adapted to lock

50 beneath one side of the loop I to which the

lever is attached.

| not be directly connected to the stay-wires A

but in the preferred construction the two wir es
A A, leading from one end of the bedstead, 55
and the 100p I are formed from a single piece
of wire, by bending it double in the center
and passing both ends of 16 through the block
C, and soldering or otherwise securing said
block to the wire at the inner end of the loop 6o
K, and from the block the two end parts of
the wire are diverged to the two corners of
the bedstead. The other two stay-wires A A

{ and the loop G are likewise formed of one

piece of wire passed through and secured to 55
the block D. This method of making the four
stay-wires and two loops from two pieces of
wire 1S quite inexpensive and very satisfac-
tory, because1t assures great Stlenobh with few
parts. |

The 0pemt10n of the device is very snnple
and effective, as 1t 1s only necessary to slip

7O

the end of the loop G into one of the lever-

nofches f while the lever and fid]‘]cent parts
are in the relative positions indicated in dot- 75
ted lines in Fig. 2 of the drawings, and then
press the free end of the lever downward in
direction of the arrow uand into the coupling-
loop E, and then catch the hoolkk II beneath
one side of the loop, and the fastening is com-
plete. As theleveris pressed down, the stay-
wires A are put in tension to powerfully draw
the posts B of the head and foot boards of the
bedstead tightly to its side rails, and when the
coupling is locked the entire bedstead will be
very rigidly held together. The stay-wires
and coupling pass beneath the bed-slats I, and
are entirely concealed by the bed-clothes.

It is obvious that a device other than the |
hook H may be used to lock the free end of 90
the lever I to the loop E; but the hook is a
preferred fastening. Farther more, there may
be but one notch f in the levers; but a series
of two or three notches gives a desirable ad-
justability to the device, and the part of the
coupling to which the lever I is connected
and the opposite part of the coupling which
is engaged by the lever need not necessarily be
in loop form, as will readily be understood.

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. The bed-stay consisting of WO wires, each
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It is ma,mfest that the wire loops E G need | adapted to have its diver frenb ends conueeted
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to the bed-posts and formed into a loop at its | end of the lever to the 1001) 1, Sllet"LDtl’ﬂ]y [5
inner portion, upon which loop is secured a | as herein set forth.
“block, and the lever hung at its one end upon 3. The combination, in a bed- st&v, of wires
“the connecting portion 01 one loop and pro- | A A A A, connected to the corners of the bed-
vided with a notehed upper edge engaged by | stead, bloeks C D on the wires, loops E G, con-
the other loop, said lever also hﬁvmﬂ ab 11,3 nected to the blocks, and a lever, ', hung to 20
free end upon one side a hook which engages | the loop B and provided with a hook, H,
with the aforesaid loop, substantially as set | adapted to engage the loop E, substantially
forth. + as herein set forth,
ic 2. The combination, in a bed-stay, of wires | .
A A A A, connected to the corners of the bed-
stead, blocks C D on the wires, loops B G, eon- Witnesses:
nected to the blocks, a lever, I, hung to the | . L. RAINES,
loop Ii, and a latech deviee ]oelmw Lhe free ]  B. L. WARREN.
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