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10 all whom b may conceri:

Be 1t known that I, DwicHT L. SMI’I‘H of
\aterbury, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new Im-
provement in Buckles; and I do hereby de-
clare the following, when taken in connection
with accompanying drawings and the letters
of reference marked thereon, to be a full, ciear,
and exact description of the same, and which

sald drawings constitute part of this specifica-

tion, and represent, in—

Figure 1,a front view of the buckle com-
piete; Fig. 2, a rear view of the same; Fig. 3,
an end view of the buckle; Fig. 4, a vertical
section of the buckle, showing the strap in-
troduced; Fig. 5, the two parts of the frame as
formed from wire and in the position they oc-
cupy when secured together; Fig. 6, the J‘lW
plate detached. |

This invention reiates to an improvement in
that class of buckle commonly used for sus-

- penders and in which the frame is made from
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wire, the engaging device being a jaw adapted
to impinge upon the strap. Inthe more gen-
eral construction of this class of buckles the

- frame consists of two sides with two ends con-
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necting them, and having a longitudinal bar

extending from one end to the other parallel
with the sides, with a lever hung upon the in-
termediate bar, said lever having a jaw-like
edge adapted to impinge upon the strap as it
18 drawn over the jaw under the upper side.
The object of my invention Is to make the
grasping-jaw stationary instead of in the form
of a swinging lever. To that end I make the
frame of the buckle In two parts, A B. The

~ part A forms the lower part of the buckle and
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is made from wire, its lower side having an ex-

tension therefrom to form the hook C, to which
the braces may be hung. The part A is made
from wire doubled so that the doubled end
forms the tip or termiunation of the hook C.
The two ends of the wire are turned inward,
as at ¢ a, upon opposite sides.
height of this part A of the frame is about half
thab of the usual height of wire buckles of this
class. The part B 1salso made from wire bent
1into the shape of half the frame, with its two

The width or |

spond to the turned-in ends a a of the lower
part of the frame.

and B, except as to the hook, should be sub-
stantml]y alilke.

The jaw-plate D is made from sheet metal
and in length substantially the length of the
inside of the two parts of the fmme
formed as seen in Fig. 6.

The upper edge of the plate D is turned for-
ward to form the jaw d, the edge of which is

teeth.

The two parts of the frame A B are seb to-
gether in the same plane and so as to bring the
turned-in ends a b together, as seen in I‘lo‘ b,
then around the sald turned-in ends. The

Fig. 4, so as to unite thesaid two par ts but the
plate is closed hard upon the turned- 111 ends ¢
of the part A and so as to be firmly grasped
thereto. This may be done by makinginden-
tations in the inclosing portion of the plate D
upon the ends a, as indicated at ¢, Iig. 1, so
that the plate D becomes practically a station-

ary and permanent part of the part A of the
buckle-frame; but the part B of the frame 18

| lett free and so as to swing upon its turned-in

ends b as a hinge, as indicated in broken lines,
Figs, 3 and 4.

The part B of the frame swings backward
only, and that 1t may not swing “forward the
jaw-plate D 1s construeted with plOJectlnﬂ'eals
J at its respective ends, which extend in front
of the part B of the {frame, as seen in Higs., 1
and 3, so as to form stops for the part B when
it stands in a plane with the part A, as seen
in Fig. 3. At this time the upper side of the
| hinged part B stands above the jaw-plate D.

The strap or suspenderisintroduced by turn-
ing the hinged part B of the frame backward,
as indicated in broken lines, Fig. 4. Then the

down forward of the edge of the jaw d, thence
outward and through the part e baek of the
hook, as seen 1n Fig. 4. Then draft upon the
strap returns the frame over the jaw-plate,and

ends O 6 turned inward and so as to corre- | so that the teeth of the jaw impinge upon the

The general shape and size of Lhe parts A

It is'

strap is run through beneath the upper side of
the part BB of the frame, over the jaw-plate,
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preferably serrated or l)IOVIdE'd with sharp -

lower edge of the plate D is closed, as seen in
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strap near the upper side of the hinged part B, | from wire,with a jaw-plate, D, the upper edge 1g

and 8o as to firmly engage the strap.. To re-
adjust, it is only necessary to press the upper

part of the frame backward, as indicated in

broken lines, Fig. 4, when the strap will be free
for readjustment.

The hook, if employed, should be provided
with a spring, I, adapted to close the mouth
of the hook in the usual manner for this class
of hooks; but the hook or its spring constitutes
no part of the present invention.,

I claim-—

The herein-described buckle, the frame of
which consists of the two parts A B, each made

of which is turned forward to form a jaw, d,
the two parts of the frameset together,and the
lower edge of the jaw-plate D closed around
the adjacent sides of the two parts, but made
fast to the lower part, A, andso as toleave the
upper part, B, {ree to swing, the said jaw-plate
provided with stops f, toarrest the hinged part
B 1n 1ts forward position, substantially as de-
scribed.

Witnesses: |
JAMES STOVELL,
- H. L. SLAUSON.

DWIGHT L. SMITIH.
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