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1o all whom it may concern: | and the guard therefor on the sliding strap, =c
Be it known that we, ALvIN 8. HAINES, a | the strap being in locked position. Fig. 6 is

citizen of the United States, residing at Slat- | a similar view to I1g. 5, the strap being in
ington, in the county of Lehigh and State of | unlocked position.

5 Pennsylvania, and WILLIAM BREIDENBACH, Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
a citizen of the United States, residing at Phil- responding parts in the different figures. 55
adelphia, in the county of Philadelphia and | Thebody ofthisimproved mail bag or pouch,
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain comprising the front 10 and the back 11, is con-

- new and useful Improvements in Mail-Bags, | structed of -suitable flexible material, prefer-

1o of which the following is a specification. | ably of leather, in any desired size and shape. |
- The object of this invention is to provide a | The closing-flap 12 is attached to and prefer- 6o
mail-bag which canbe opened and closed with | ably integral with the back 11, and is adapted
great speed and facility, which will be light | to fold over the front to close the mouth of the

. and flexible, and which will afford security to | bag. The body of the bag and the flap may
15 1S contents. | | be re-enforced and riveted in the usunal man-
The invention relates to a mail - bag the | ner. Staples 13, at suitable distances apart, 65

~mouth of which is fastened by means of a se- | are attached to the back of the bag, said back
ries of staples and a flexible sliding-strap pro- | at this point being composed of two layers.
- vided with a series of tongues or bolts which | Thestaples are respectively provided at their
zo engage the staples. | | | heels with metallic plates 14, which are placed

. _The invention consists in a mail-bag pro- | between the layers of the back and riveted 7Q0

vided with a sliding strap which projects at | thereto. Any equivalent means may  be

opposite sides of the bag, in connection with | adopted for fastening the staples to the bag.
mechanism, as hereinafter claimed, whereby | The front 10 is provided with slots 15 oppo-

25 the engagement of the bolts with the staples | site the staples. The flap 12 is composed - of
and the automatic locking thereof may be ef- | two layers of material, forming a pocket, both 75
fected by a simple jerk or pull with one hand | layers being provided with slots 16, register-
at one end of the strap, and whereby, after the | ing with the slots 15 of the front of the bag. -
key has been turned in the lock, the bolts may | The inner layer of the flap is preferably inte-

30 be released from the staples by a similar jerk | gral with the outer layer, being folded thereon.
at the other end of the strap. - The edges of the slots in the body or flap, or 8o

In the accompanying drawings, forming a | both, may be re-enforced by sheet-metal eyes
~ part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per- [ 17. Re-enforcing strips 18, of flexible ma-
spective view of the upper portion of a mail- | terial or thick leather, are inserted between

35 bag constrocted in accordance with this in- | the layers of the flap at-the upper and lower
vention, showing the fastening devices in edges of the pocket. This pocket has open- 83
locked position. Fig. 2 is a vertical Section, | ings 40 in its opposite ends. A fastening-
on an enlarged scale, through the upper por- | strap, 19, is disposed and slides within the
tion of the mail-bag and through the lock | pocket of the flap and projects through the

40 thereof. Fig. 3 is a front view, partly in sec- | opénings 40 at opposite ends thereof, said

~tion, of a portion of the upper part of this im- | strap being preferably provided at its ends ol

- proved mail-bag, showing the bolts of the slid- | with metal rings 20 and 21, respectively. This
Ing strap withdrawn from the staples, leaving | strap is constructed of flexible material, pref-
the bag iree to be opened. Fig. 41is a per- erably leather, and provided with a series

45 spective view of the sliding strap provided | of bolts, 22, which project laterally from the
with the bolts for engaging the staples and | strap. The upper edge of this strap rests 08
with the catch for engaging the tumblers of | against the upper re-enforeing strip 18, whic
the lock. Fig. 5 is a horizontal section of a | latter serves as a guide for the strap. o
portion of the bag, showing the label-frame | The bolts 22 are preferably constructed as
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4 fdueetlo-n- - Tb-e attechmﬂ* plates ef those bolts U

| 22:which are located beneath the lock are pref
=“embly integral, as shown in Fig. 4.

A]a,bel holde1 36 1e_a_ttached to the clos

aud threugh the Stmp Ee,ch belt in Sald pat |
3 ent 13 reeessed to reeewe the staples, the inner |t

- IJEIfOI'&tIOIIS for the 1wets and consequentlya.
i isstronganddurable. In caseabolt getsbroken: 1
o oo it ean be readily 1enlaeed by another of simi- |
o - lar construction.
“When the bolts are constructed as deserlbed
S 'the;y"r can be emanﬂ'ed near together on the

'closed a‘nd loeked
. Theoperation is as follows:. To close the bag,

=ithe: ______

pestal clerk after placmg the ‘tddFESS o

25

.t To epen the becf the elerk mserte the key in the
, | lock, turns it a half-revolution, and gives a
Jerk or pull on the ring 21 ab the right- ha,nd
end of the strap. T}:us pull of the strap si-
| multaneously retracts the bolts from the sta- 100
' | ples and opens thelabel holder for a change of ... ..
- the case of the _leek on the stud 26 and a Se- | the address-label.

ries of springs, 27, attached at one end to saild | | W’e clmm-—-— S

SR -theleef zmd threugh the 11pper re: enfmemg;
- -etnp 18 ----- |

tumblers, resting against the upper side of |

the case, and bearmg at their opposite ends
upon Said tumblers, tend to hold the latter in
normal locked position. Kach of these tum-
blers 1s provided with a longitudinal slot, 28,
and with a notch, 29, at the inner end of said
slot. Iachof thesetumblersisalso preferably
provided with a noteh, 29° at the inner end
of said slot opposite the notch 29. |

The bottom plate, 30, of the lock-case ispro-
vided with a longitudinal slot, 31, and with
interior gulde-flanges, 32, adjacent tosaid slot.
- Theslidingstrap 191is provided with a block,
33, attached thereto, and with a plate; 34, on
said block and mtegral therewith, if prefer red.
The block 33 slides in the slot 31 of the bottom
plate, and the plate 34 slides on the interior
of the case between the guide-flanges 32. A
stud, 35, projects from the plate 34 and moves
in the slots 28 of the tumblers and engages the
notehes 29 therein, serving as a cateh for lock-

ing the sliding strap. The notches 29 are of

different depths in the several tumblers,which
latter are interchangeable and constitute a
permutation - lock. The key 36 1s provided
with wards of different height, which engage
the tumblers and lift each a sufficient distance
to relieve the stud 35 from its notch 29. The
notches 29* help to guard the lock against

serles of %taples atteched thereto, a closmg

flap provided with slots for said staples and
with openings at its opposite ends, a sliding
strap extending within said flap and prcgeet-
ing through said openings at opposite sides of
the bag, a seriesof bolts attached to said strap
for engegmg said staples, a catch connected
to said strap, and alocking mechanism for en-
gaging said cateh, substantially as set forth.

2. The combmatwn with a bag-body, of a
series of staples attached thereto, a closing-
flap provided with slots for sald staples and
with openings-at its opposite ends, a sliding
strap extending within said flap and project-
ing through said openings abt opposite sides
of the bag, a series of bolts attached to said
strap for engaging said staples, a catch con-
nected to said strap, and a lock having a series
of pivoted tumblers provided with slots and
notches for engaging said cateh, substantlallv
as described.

3. The combmatlon with a bag- body, of a
series of staples attached thereto, a closing-
flap provided with slots for sald staples and
with openings ab its opposite ends, a shdmg |
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strap extending within sald flap and Pproject-
ing through said openings at opposite sides of
the bag, a series of bolts attached to said strap




series of staples attached thereto, a closing-
flap provided with slots for said staples and
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for eltxgaging"said staples, a lock-case attached

to said flap and provided with a slot in its
bottom, a catch connected to said strap and
projecting into said case, and a locking mech-
anism within said case for engagingsaid cateb,
substantially as set forth.

4. The combination, with a bag-body, of a

with openings -at its opposite ends, a sliding
strap extending within said flap and project-
ing through said openings at oppositesides of
the bag, a series of bolts attached to said strap

for engaging said staples, a lock-case attached |

to said flap and provided with a slot in its
bottom, a block on said sliding strap within
said slot, a plate attached to sald block and
sliding w1th1n said case, a stud attached to said
plate, “and locking mechanism for engaging
sald stud, substantially as seb forth.

5. The combination, with the closing-flap,

of a lock-case provided with a longitudinal |

slot inits bottom plate and with guide-flanges

adjacent to said slot, a locking-strap within

said flap, a plate connected to sald strap and
sliding within said case between said flanges, a

| catch connected to said plate, and locking

mechanism for engaging sald catch, Subﬁtau

‘tially as descmbed

6. The combination, with a bag, of a label-
holderattached thereto said holder being open
at one end, and a Slidiug locking-strap pro-
vided with a guard which ecloses said label-
holder when the bag 1s loeked substantially
as set forth.

ALVIN S. HAIN ES.
- WILLIAM BREIDENBACH.

Witnesses for Haines:
EDWARD F. SOHERTZINGL‘R
JAMES (. HAINES.
Witnesses for Breidenbach:
HENRY A. KOONS,
MARTIN KOONS.
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