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To all w?wm It Ml COnceriv:
Be 1t known that I, AMERICUS V. I{ARTLB
a. citizen of the Umted States of America, re-
siding in Goshen township, in the county of
5 Hardm and State of Ohio, have invented a
new and useful Neck-Yoke and Tongue- “Tip
for Vehicies, of which the following is a spect-
fication.
My invention hasrelation to improvements
10 in means for connecting the neck-yoke and
tongue end of a vehicle together; and the ob-
ject is to provide a safe and convenlent me-
chanical connection of the neck-yoke to the
tongue, whereby the parts are held in union.
15 with certainty and safety, aud which admits of
them being readily and easlly dlsconnected or
connected |
My invention consistsin the novel eonstruo
tion of parts and their combination, as will be
hereinafter fully described, and spemally as
pointed out in the claims.
- I have fully illustrated my improvements
“in the accompanying drawings, forming a part
of this speecification, wherein— - |
Figure 1 1s a view of a neck-yoke with my
improved center piece. Fig. 2 isa plan view
of my improved tongue-tip, and Fig. 3 1s a
perspective of the parts united. S
In the drawings, the same parts appearing
in the different ]ﬁﬁmes are designated by like
notations, and, 1eference being thereto had, A
desig IlELte‘S the nwk yoLe,whmh may beof zmy
of t-he approved constructions, provided with
end tips and means for carrying the chain or
straps to connect them to the harness.
In the middle of the neck-yoke is secured
‘the center piece, 1. This center-piece consists
of a layeror layers of leather,2,or other proper
material of any appropriate form, having its
middle bent about the neck-yoke, and the de-
pending tips brought together and secured by
- means of a metallic blank or plate, 3, which
faces the fiexible part on both sides. ln the
center of this center pilece is formed the
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the drawings, is formed with its longest diam-

eter arranged diagonally to the axis of the
neck-yoke. I have shown it as in the shape

of an ellipse; but any other shape will answer
the purpose, providing the longest diameter
is arranged at an o nﬂle dlagona,lly fixed to the

tongue-hole 4. This tongue-hole, as shown in |

—

a horizontal position the shorter diameter. of

' sponds in the part 5, or forward piece, to the

tongue-hole in the center piece register with

line of horizontality of the yoke. This is es-
sential, since when the center piece 1s passed
over the tongue-tip and the yoke 1s carried to
55
the tongue-hole serves to loek the parts to-
oetlier, as hercinafter stated more fully.

B deswnates the tongue-tip. This corre-

outline of the tonwue hole in the center piece,
and has its sides termumtmn in flanges 6, back
of which the tip 18 contmc_ted, as ab 7, and is
provided with a spirally-arranged annular
flange, 8, which serves as a keeper or abut-
ment to prevent the center piece from sliding
farther back on the tongue, and the shoulder
or abrupt terminations 8 of the flanges on the
| tongue-tip prevent the center plece fromslip-
ping off the tongue. Thespiral annular Hange
also permifs suﬁwleut play to the center piece,
and allows it to be thrown on anincline when
the tongue is pushed forward, thus relieving
the center piece of extra strain by peunlntmﬂ'
it to restinthe lineof forceatthe properangle.
The parts are united by simply making the
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the tongue-tip, and then slipping 1t back there-
on until it sets behind the shoulders of the
flanges of the tongue-tip, and then carrying
the yoke to a horizontal position, when the
parts will be locked or so held together that
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‘they cannot be disconnected except by tipping

the yoke until the hole in the center piece
again registers with the shapeof the tip,when

it can be slipped oif. .1t will be seen that by 8z
this arrangement and counstruction I provide
a means by which the vehicle may be drawn
in case the traces become loose, and by which
the vehicle may be held back 1n case the hold-
back breaks. In the former the flangesonthe
tongue-tip keep the center piece on, and in the
lattel the spiral flange serves as an abutment
to keep the center piece from shoving up the
tongue.

The tongue-tip is fbllftuﬂed with 1ts Ipngest
diameter on a horizontal 11:1e, and the tongue-
hole of the center piece 1s arranged with its
longest diameter on a ]me. departing {rom hori-
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- What I claim 18—
- 1. A center pieceforthe neck yvoke of a road-

vehicle, formed with a tongue-hole having it
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longest diameter a_rranged diagonally to the | said tip arranged at an angle to lock the parts

axls of the yoke-stick, substantially as de-
seribed, and for the parpose stated.

2. A tongue-tip for a road-vehicle, formed
with side flanges, an annular seat of less diam-
eter than the tip and flanges, and a spirally-
arranged flange back of the seat for the cen-
ter piece, subst‘mtlally as described, and for
the purpose stated.

3. A tongue-tip for a road-vehicle, fmmed
with laterally extended side flanges, an annu-
Jar seat for the center piece on t-he tip at the
termination of the flanges, and a spirally-ar-
ranged flange back of the seat for the center
plece, substantially as described, and for the
purpose stated. |

4. The neck -yoke plovlded with a center
piece formed with a tongue-hole having its
longest diameter departmﬂ" fromthe axis of the
yoke-stick, in combination with a tongue-tip
of a corresponding shape i1n cross-section ‘to
the tongue hole of the center piece, the side
edges thereof terminating in shoulders, and

e

together when the center pieceisinthetongue-
tip and the yoke-stick is horizontal, substan-

tially as described.

5. The combinationof a neck-yokeprovided
with a center piece formed with an elliptical-
shaped tongue-hole arranged with its longest
diameter at an angle departing from the axis
of the neck-yoke, and a tongue provided with
a tongue-tip elliptical in cross-section, ar-
ranged with its longest diameter at an angle
departing {from the longest axis of the hole in

the center piece, and formed with a seat on the

tip to take the center piece of the yoke, sub-
stantially as described, and for the purpose

Stated.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand in the presence of two attesting wit-
nesses.

AMERICUS V. HARTLE.

Attest: | |
HENRY HECKERTHORN,
JOSEPH A. SANFORD.
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