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- To all whom it may concern: R
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- Plaiug, in the county of Howell and State of

of the socket-brackets hereinafter described,

‘arebraced both longitudinally and transversely

Be it known that I, BLISHA WELLS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at West

Missouri, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Wagon-Bodies, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
wagon bodies or beds, the object being to pre-
vent the splitting and warping thereof, and to
provide a strong support for the detachable
side-boards when it is desired to use the same
and Increase the capacity of the wagon-bed.
These objects I accomplish by means of the
construction and combination with other parts

embraced in the appended claims, and pointed
out in the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of - a wagon
body or bed having my invention attached.
Fig. 2 represents a perspective view of one of

view of a blank of the said socket-bracket.

Referring to the drawings by letter, A des-
ignates a wagon-body or bed having the fixed
side pieces, B, and the detachable side pleces,
C, connected to the fixed side pieces, to in-
crease the capacity of the bed. Firmly se-
cured to each piece C, at suitable pointsthere-
on, 18 the vertical standard D, of which the
parts d that depend below the said side piece
are made slightly tapering, as shown in the
drawings, Fig. 1. -

D’ D’ are the socket-brackets to receive and
support the corresponding depending parts d
of the standard, which fit snugly therein and |

thereby, when the meeting edges of the fixed
and detachable side pieces are nearly in con-
tact. Each of said socket-brackets is stamped
or knocked up from a blank, E, having the
shape shown in Fig. 3. |

The blank is made of a single piece of plate
metal, 1s symmetrical or similarly shaped on
each side of its central vertical line when in
position, and is provided on its side edges at
its top with the perforated earsee. ¢ ¢ are

perforated ears on the said side edges near
- the bottom of the blank, which ears have
50 downwardly-extending points ¢ ¢, separated

tween the sockets.

by a rectangular cut-away portion or space, ¢’.
Vertically above said space the blank is pro-
vided with the transverse parallel slots e* &,
decreasing slightly in length and equally at
each end from above downward, and in the

same proportion as the depending parts d of

the standard D decrease in width from above
downward. S - )
¢’ ¢’ are rectangular projections which stand
vertically upward from the ears e e on each
side. o - |
- To form the socket-bracket the blank is
bent at right angles along the lines X X, in
which the corresponding ends of the slots ¢* ¢*
lie, and of which the said ends form part, and
again bent at right angles in the opposite di-
rection on lines X' XU, parallel to the former
lines, and having a distance outwardly there-
from equal to the thickness of any one of the

depending parts d of the standard D. The

blank, when bent as described, has formed
upon it the socket ¢°, the outer side of which
1s provided with the slots ¢, and to accom-

plish the binding the transverse slits ' ¢’ must
75

be cut from the upper edge of the space ¢’ to
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the lines & ', respectively. The inner edges

of the space ¢’ are also brought into contact
when the blank is properly bent. The socket-
bracket being thus formed, is attached at suit-
able points to.the fixed side of the wagon-bed
in the following manner: The projections €
are bent over the upper edge of said fixed side

‘until their upper parts rest against the inner

surface thereof, the upper edge of the socket-

bracket being flush, or nearly so, with the

corresponding edge of the side. The pins F
are then driven through the ears ¢ and ¢, and .
a similar pin is driven between the edges of

the space ¢, so that its head will press on said

edges and prevent the points ¢ from turning
outward or upward. If desired, screws may
be substituted for the said pins. - The depend-
ing parts of the standard D fit snugly into the
sockets so formed, and are braced apart there-
by, so as to overcome any tendency to warp in
thie detachable side piece. The standard also
tends to brace similarly the fixed side piece be-

lateral motion in the socket, the constant jar-
ring sidewise on the standard, which on aec-
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As the standard has no
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EERERERR NN ﬁ : ﬁ f ' f ~ count of leverage is apt to split the. sides, is | with the tapering depending parts d, with the 20
. avoided, making the bed more durable. - The | fixed side piece, I3, and the socket-brackets D', ﬁ NS
o socket 'brachets_can be made 01jmamenta,l as | secured thereto, ’_Wlth the depending partsd = =
r-v=ejf:ejf_f;ﬁ_1ﬁ:well-asu_gefﬁ],-.:.f_if_drr**%rwwwsvw ;ﬁttmgfsmlglymthesocketsthereof_madefmm';;j;j:j:j:q
EEEEEEE 5 Having desceribed' my invention, I ¢laim— | a single piece of plate metal, and provided - -
B 1. The . combination, with the wagon-bed | with the slots e, the ears ¢ ¢, 'throu 1 whieh 25 .
S hdvlﬂﬂ‘ the fixed side pieces, I3, of 'the'soeliet- they are. se(,ured to the side piece, B, by the . .
R f j . j . jbrackets_ having the 'pr_q]_ejetlonjs ¢, secured | pins F, the projﬁcblons.eﬁ. ‘bent over the upper ..o
B AR N R “over the upper edge of side jplieces and the | edge of the piece B, as des,ﬁerll)eﬁ and the
S ftff ears e ¢, and 'pmnts ¢’, secured to the outers :downm ardly- pr'ojecmng pomts ¢ ¢, held to- f S
: :_:_f_fﬁdz:ﬁ;':'sldeof'thesame assetfgrthyccars .. | gether by the head of a pin, F drwen be- 30
S 2. The 1mpr0ved socket-bracket =hemmde-é tween them, substantially as SP@(‘»lﬁed SRR R D R
S scnbed and : Shown ‘having the dawnwaidly 1 In: tesmmony that I claim the foregemﬂ* as . o
SRR ? R .tape:rmﬁ* socket ¢, the pr@ée’tioﬂS ¢ at its up- | my own I have hereto affixed my signature . »
-1:5 per end thepomtse at its lower end, 'andthe jplesenceQf.twa_wltlflE‘SSGS;'u;i;i:jfjf;Wbsw;::::5.5/.5.7,
S R ears ¢ ¢ on the sides, as set forth. | S :ELISHA WELLs5.
S I B 1 Thecombmatmn m%waganhodymbed | W1tnesses
':':'f*i?ifif:f:Wf:ofthedetachablemdepmce,C and the verti~ | = .LMIESbKELI
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