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To all whom it 79_@@3:/ CONCErL: |
Be it known that I, FREDRICK W. Kon-
LENTZ, a citizen of the United States, residing

~at dpringfield, in the county of Clark and State
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of Ohio, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Wire-Lapping Tools, of
which the following is a
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings. |

This invention relates to tools for lapping
fence-wires round the panels or pickets of
fences inthe construction of that class of fences
In which wires in pairs are stretched from post
to post and pickets are held between the wires
of the pairs. o |

The invention CONSIsts, esseutial_ly, of two

- bars pivotally connected together and having
~each a projecting finger constructed to engage

a wire, and also having each an arm upon
which a leveris mounted, the said levers being
connected with the arm by a link, whereby,
upon operating the levers, the bars are par-
tially rotated and the fingers made to cross
each back and forth after the manner of scis-
sors-blades, and consequently to lap the wires
of each pair across each other, binding the

- pickets between the laps.

.30

40

Lo

men K. Kach lever is p

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and in which like
reference-letters indicate corresponding fea-
tures, Figure 1 represents a side elevation of
my improved wire-lapping tool with the levers
removed; Fig. 2, a plan view of the tool with
the fingers standing apart; Ifj g. 3,alike view,
save that the fingers are lapped, and a pair of
wires is shown under operation with several
Ppickets woven between them, the gage being
removed; and Tig. 4, a sectional view show.
Ing the manner of securing the fingers.

The letter A designates the bars of the tool,
which may be of wood or metal and solid or
hollow, as may be desired. These bars are
slightly longer than the distance between the
upper and the lower pair of fence-wires, and
they are pivotally connected together by any
approved joint—by eyebolts B in the present
Instance. Secured to the barsare the arms C,
to which are pivoted levers D and links or pit-
tvotally connected

with the link of the opposite arm, by which
arrangement the arms are brought toward and
moved from each other by operating the levers

Specification, refer- |

| back and forth, by which movement the bars
are oscillated on their pivotal connections and
the fingers made to move toward and across
each other and away from one another after
the manner of scissors-blades. These fingers
consist of thin metallic plates F, secured at
one end to therespective bars A and provided
at the other end with overlapping hooks @G,
| between which the wires of the respective
palrs of wires are slipped and by which they

335

are held during the overlapping operation.

The fingers are secured to the bars A in any
desired manner, as by means of bolts, or, as
1llustrated in Fig. 4, by abolt whose head is re-
| moved and whose shank is welded to the fin-
| ger.  The position of the fingersof each set is

such that they readily pass by each other, and
' the hooks G of one fingerare turned downward,
while those of the adjacent finger are turned
upward.

The manner of using the tool is clearly sug-
gested in Fig. 3 of the drawings, in which fig-
urea pair of wires is shown, the ends H being
presumably extended and secured to a post,
while the ends T presumably lead off to the
recl or other supply. Two pickets are shown
as Interwoven in the wires, and the third
picket-space, J, is also shown, into which a
third picket is to be dropped when the fingers
are moved to the position shown in Fig. 2,
whereby this picket will become entirely sur-
rounded by the wires, as are the pickets shown.

There are to be as many sets of fingers as
there are strands of wires to the fence, it being
understood that each pair of wires composes
a fence-strand. Of course, when the pickets
are very heavy, or when, for any other cause,
16 1s desired to make the strands stronger, as
many separate wires may be included in the
strands as the occasion may require.
~ In order to keep all the pickets level at the
top, I provide the tool with a gage, which en-
gages the upper ends thereof and serves as a
guide by which to determine their altitude,
and this gage in the present instance consists
of an arm, I, and a link, M, pivoted to the
respective bars A and slidingly connected to
each other, as by a pin and slot, «, whereby
the arm L keeps a central position and serves
as a gage by which to set the pickets.

O is a latch having a hole which fits over a
' pin, P, on one of the pitmen to hold the parts
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in convenient position when being carried

about.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire fo secure Dy
Letters Patent, 18—

1. In a wire-overlapping tool, the combinas-
tion, with sets of wire-engaging fingers and
bars
which the respective fingers of said sets are
respectively connected, of suitable means to
oscillate the bars and cause the fingers to move
across each other. - |

2. In a wire-overlapping tool, the combina- .

tion, with several sets of wire-engaging fingers,
each set being composed of two fingers and

~ bars pivotally connected together,and to which

the respective fingers of said sets are respect-

“ively connected, of arms also secured.to the

bars, and levers pivoted upon the respective
arms and connected to the opposite arms.

3. In a wire-overlapping tool, the combina-
tion, with several sets of fingers, each finger
having wire-engaging hooks at one-end, and
bars to which the respective fingers are re- |

pivotally connected together, and to.

‘means to oscillate the bars and cause the fin-

spectively connected, eyebolts by which the 25
bars are pivotaily connected to each other, of
arms secured to the bars, a lever pivoted to
each arm, and links which connect the re-
spective levers to the respective arms.

4. In a wire-overlapping tool, the combina- 30
tion, with sets of wire-engaging fingers and
bars pivotally connected together, and to
which the respective fingers of said sets are
respectively connected, of a picket gage and

(o
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gers to move across each other.

5. In a wire-overlapping tool, the combina-
tion of bars pivotally connected together, an
arm pivoted to one of the bars, and a link
pivoted to the other bar and slidingly con-
nected with the arm, whereby a gage 1s con-
stituted. '

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. o

o FREDRICK W. KOBLENTZ.

Witnesses:

WILBER COLVIN,
A. A. YEATMAN,.
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