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To all whom it maiy concern:

Be it known that I, DAVID G. SHERIDAN, 2 !

citizen of the United States, residing at Bridge-
port, 1n the county of Fairfield and State of

Connecticut, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Harnesses for Rapid
Hitching; and I do hereby declare the follow-

1ng to be a full, clear, and exact desecription of !

theinvention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same., | |

My invention relates to the class of harnesses
especlaliy adapted for rapid hitching—such,

for example, as are used in connection with

fire - engines, hose - carriages, patrol - wagons,
ambulances, police-vans, &e.—and has for its
object to simplify and perfect the construction
of the harness and means for suspending the
same when not in use. |

Figure 1 is a perspective of the bit-carrier,
collar, reins, &c., for the left or ‘*near?”’ side
horse in the suspended position—that is, in
position for instant adjustment upon the horse.
Fig. 2 represents a horse’s head with the halter
ordinarily used. Fig. 3 is a similar view with
the bit adjusted in the mouth; Fig. 4, a detail
view,onan enlarged seale, illustrating the rein-
clamp upon the ecollar; Fig. 5, a detail view,
on an enlarged scale, of the snap upon the
halter which holds the bit-carrier in use; and
Fig. 6 is a detail view, also on an enlarged

scale, illustrating the adjustable spring-clips |

connecting the bit to the earrier, whereby the
bit is permitted to move in the mouth and
may be adjusted to different lengths of heads.

1 denotes the halter, which may be of the
ordinary or any preferred construction. In
the present instance I have shown substan-
tially the same halter as that illustrated in the
patent to White and Sheridan, No. 290,826,
dated December 25, 1883, this being the stable-
halter ordinarily used. At the top
halter—that is, upon the top of the horse's
head just back of the ears—is a snap or catch,
the purpose of which will presently be ex-
plained.

This catch consists of a base-plate, 2, which
1s firmly secured to the halter by riveting, or
1n any suaitable manner, | |

3 18 a standard projecting upward from the

of the

1n form, which 1s pivoted at the outer end of

the standard, the standard being.preferably

curved over forward, leaving an opening, b,

to receive the bit-carrier, as will be more fully 53

explained. | |
6 1s a spring resting insocket 7 in the stand-

ard, the lower end of the spring being attached

to the base of the socket and the upper end to

the horizontal arm of the cateh. The other 66

arm of the catch hangs downward in substan-

tially a vertical position, completely closing
and guarding the front of opening 5. It will
be seen in IFig. 5 that the catch is pivoted in
a recess at the upper end of the standard and 63
that the horizontal arm of the eateh rests upon
the base of the recess, so that it is impossible
for the cateh to open outward and only to open
inward against the power of spring 6.
8denotes thebit-earrier, which isbow-shaped 7o
and made of metal. At the lower ends of the
bow are clips 9, which receive the rings 10 of
the bit 11. Any style of bit may of course be
used. The clips are made of two separate
parts hinged together at the bottom, as at 12, 75
and secured together by screws 13, the object
of this construction being to enable the bit to
be readily changed when desired. |
In order that the bit may be readily placed

- in the mouth, I provide a spring-connection, 8o

preferably constructed as follows: 14 denotes

-sockets in the clips, which receive the ends of

the bow. A¢f each end of the bow is a sleeve
or collar, 15, and between this collar and the
upper end of the socket isa spring, 16, coiled
around the lower portion of the bow. Another
sleeve or collar, 17, upon each side of the how

85

- above the socket holds the parts in place. It

will be seen that when it is desired to place
the bit in the horse’s mouth the springs will
yield readily and will then draw.the bit into
place and hold it there. Should it be desired
to adjust the bit-carrier {o a longer or shorter
head, it may be accomplished by moving ¢ol-
lars 17 upward or downward on the ends of the 95
bow. = When not in use, the bit-carrier is sus-
pended upon a catch consisting, essentially, of

a rest, 15, attached to a spring, 19, and a pin,

20, passing through a guard, 21, and bearing
against the horizontal portion of the rest. 100
The construction is such that the guard moves

g2

base, and 4 a cateh, substantially a right angle | freely over the pin, the pin being stationary




10
~ pass; 27,the traces,which are attached directly |
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and the guard and rest carried by the spring. |

‘When it is desired to release the bit-carrier,it
is simply necessary to draw down the rest un-
til the bit-carrier wiil slip out under the pin.

22 denotes the reins, which engage the bit-
rings in the usual manner.

23 is a horse-collar which is provided with
a ring, 24, adaptedto engage a pin, 25, upon a
pole or other suitable support, 26. --

23> denotes terrets through which the reins

to the collar; and 28, one of the pole-chains,
which in the present instance acts to hold one
side of the collar stationary.

- 29 denotes a clamp upon the collar for hold-
ing one of the reins, in the present instance

~the left or .near side rein, above the horse, so
~ thatin rapid hiteching there is no danger of

20

2.5

the rein being carried to the other side, as
when the collar is opened (o let the horse pass

under the clamp holds the rein above  his

head.

It will be seen that the operation of hiteh-
ing is made practically instantaneous. Sup-

posing the parts to bein the positionshownin

Fig. 1, the horse passes under the collar and

- under the left rein. The eollar being -simply

30

~invention. A slight downward pulluponthe

suspended by a pin, the slightest forward
movement displaces it, and it may then be
clamped in position by a spring-catch, 30, the
details of which form no portion of my present

bit-carrier draws down the rest,so that the car-

~ rier readily passes out under the pin. 'The

35
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bits are inserted in the mounth and the carrier
passed over the head and into opening 5 back
of catch 4. As has already been explained,
this cateh eannot yield forward, but only back-
ward, so that when the bit-carrier has been
forced into the opening there is no possibility
of its becoming detached in use, it being nec-
essary to press the catch backward from the
front against the power of spring 6 before the
carrier can passout. By providing a spring-
connection between the bit and the carrier ri-
gidity of the bit isavoided and it is left {free to
move with the movements of the horse’stongue,
which is found to be a valuable feature in use,
being a great relief to the mouth. It will of
course be understood that the details of con-
struction may be varied within reasonable
limits without departing from the principle oi
my invention.
- I claim—

1. In a harness for rapid hitching, the com-

bination, with a halter having a catch at the
“top, of a bow-shaped bit-carrier, clips for the

| bit-rings having sockefs 14, and springs In.
said sockets which form a yielding connection .
between the clips and carrier. | 60
2. The combination, with a halter having a
cateh at the top, of a bit, a carrier therefor
“adapted to engage said catch, clips having

| sockets 14, and springs in said sockets,where-
by the bit is connected to the carrier; bub 18 65
left free to move in the horse’s mouth with-

| out danger of displacement. . |

8. The halter having a catch at the top and

a bow-shaped bit-ecarrier adapted to engage
‘said ecateh, in combination with a bit, clips 70 |

I which engage the rings of the bit and are pro-

' vided with sockets 14, collars 15 and 17 onthe
bit-carrier, and a spring bearing against the
lower collar and the top of the sockets, as and
for the purpose set forth. | 75

4. The combination,with a bow-shaped car-
rier having collars 15 and adjustable collars
17, of clips 9, each consisting of two parts
hinged, as at 12,secured together by screws13,
and provided with a socket, 14, and spring 3o
16, the ends of which bear against collar 15
and the top of the socket, as and for the pur-
pose set forth. | | |

5. The combination, with a halter, the bit,
clips, and bit-carrier, of a right-angled catch 85
carried by a standard, 3, and a spring,6,where-
by the cateh is held in operative position.
6. The combination,with the bit, clips, car-
rier, halter having a catch atthe top,and reins,
of a collar, 23, having turrets 23* for the reins, go
~and a clamp, 29, whereby one rein 18 held up
so that a horse can pass under 1f. - |

7. Inaharnessfor rapid hitching, the combi-
nation, with the bit aud carrier, of a rest, 13,
- and guard 21, carried by a spring, and a pin 95
which is engaged by the rest to hold the car-

. rier when nof 1n use. o
8. The combination,with the bit, clips, and:
‘carrier, of a halter carrying a standard, 3, hav-
ing a socket, 7, a right-angled catch pivoted in. 100

said standard, onearm of which rests apon the
bottom of the socket, and a spring, 6, acting
to hold the cateh to its position, but allowing
- it to yield when the carrier is pressed inward.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein 103
presence of two witnesses. o -
DAVID G. SHERIDAN. -

Witnesses: |
A. M. WOOSTER,
C. E. RUGGLES.
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