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To all wlonme it may conecer:

Be it known that I, JoaxN B. CAUGHEY, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at Bart-
ville, in the county of Lancaster and State of

5 Peunsylvania, haveinvented certain Improve-
ments in Tobacco-Lath Holders, of whien the
following is a specification. o

My invention relates to improvementis in de-

vices for holding the lath upon which tobacco-
10 plants are strung for drying.

When tobaecco-plants are cut
oround,they are strung upon lath for the pur-
pose of drying, the lath having a pointed 1n-
strument temporarily atbached to one end,

5 which is forced through the butts of the plants.
Fach lath has as many plants strung thereon
as it can hold without crowding them, 80 as
to prevent the free circulation of air through
the leaves. When the tobacco is sufficiently
cured,it is removed from the lath by stripping
the whole lot off of each lath at the same time;

«0

but as the plants have dried on the wood the
exertion of considerable forece is required to

get them off, and unless there are two persons |
the end of the arm ¢ is caused to engage with 75

a slot, d, cut in the thick end of the lug be-

working together the job is tedious and awk-
ward. |

The object of my invention is to hold the
Jath firmly in position while stripping the
plants therefrom. I attain this objeet by the
mechanism illastrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a view of the end of my device
in which the lath is inserted with the clamp
open; Fig. 2, a view of the same with the
clamp closed; Tig. 3, a perspective view of
the back of the holder; Iig. 4, an elevation
showing the front, and ¥ig. 5 a horizontal sec-
tion through the line x & of Fig. 2.

Similarletters refer tosimilar parts through-
outb the several views.

The frame or body A of the holder 1s pro-
vided with arms a « at the rear edge, placed at
right angles with each other, so as to permit it
to be firmly secured to the angle of a building
or partition. The bottom « is thickened and
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has an opening, «’, cut therein to receive the
Jath L. The back end of the opening is closed
 to prevent the lath being pushed through,and

(it is to hold.

from the
- an arm, ¢, which bears against a spiral-faced

- tion of the ciamp.
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the ellamp B. Theclamp B is pivofed at the

upper end between the jaws 7, eurving out-
ward frowm the top of the frame, and hus the
lower end, b, thickened to enter the recess at
«®. The inner face of the end b is convex in g5
vertical sectionn and the surface is serrated to
enable it to engage more firmly with the lath
A tightening-rod, €, passes
through horizontal openings in the clamp
and frame above the point at which the lath 6o
is held, the inner end being provided with

lug, D, that surrounds the opening through
which the rod passes ou the baclk of the frame,
and the outer end with a winch, It, by which 63
the rod is turned. By turning the winch in
one direction the arm ¢, by 1ts movement in,
passing over the face of the lug D), draws the
clamp inward to the frame and closes it upon
the lath previously placed in the opening in vo
the bottom of the said frame, while the oppo-
site movement of the winch reverses the ac-
By pressing outward on
the winch as it is turned to loosen the clamp

tween it and the back of the frame, whereby
the clamp is held open while one lath is be-
ing withdrawn from the holder and another
introduced. In order to facilitate this move- So
ment a spring is coiled about the rod C be-
tween the clamp and frame,whichacts to force
the two apart.

- As will be readily understood from the fore-
going description, a lath ean be easily secured 8;
in the holder and the tobaceo stripped from it
by one person. .

I do not confine myself to the preecise ar-
rangement of the parts as herein described,
as a number of slight changes can be made 1n gc

' the same without departing from the spirif of

my invention. |

What I elaim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 18—

1. The combination, in a tobacco-lath 93
holder, of a frame having an opening 1in
which the lath is held and a clamp pivoted
to said frame and engaging with the lath

through a recess in the side of gaid opening,
with a rod ¢onnecting said frame and ciamp 100

the middle portion of the front side 1s cub E
50 away and recessed, as shown at ¢’, {0 recelve |
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and constructed to operate said clamp, as and | in said opening, with a rod connecting said
for the purpose specified. frame and clamp and constructed to operate
2. The combination, in a tobacco -lath | the clamp, substantially as specified.
‘holder, of a frame, A, having an opening - JOHN B. CAUGHLEY.
5 in which the lath is held extending back of | Witnesses: o |
the clamp, and a clamp, B, pivoted to said | GEO. A. LANE,

frame for the purpose of securing the lath | WM. R. GERHART.
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