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“tars, and other similar stringed instruments
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To all whomny it may conceri:

Be it known that we, FRANK H. BRADIFORD
and NELSON E. KENNEDY, both of the city
and county of Providence, and State of Rhode
Island, have invented a certain new, useful,
and Improved Case for Violins, GGuitars, and
Similar Stringed Instruments, of which the

following is a full, clear, and exact descrip- |

tion, reference bemn' had to the accompanying

arawings, torming pm‘b of thisspecification.

This iuvention relat.es to a portable box or
spective sides are flush on the interior of the

case for covering and protecting violins, gul-

when the instruments are not in use or are
being transported. In this class of cases 1t 1s |
desirable to have them constructed as light,

verystout and {irm, in order to withstand hard

usage, and afford protection to the contained

delicate instrument against dust and dirt.
The objects of our invention are to provide

- dust and dirt.

a neat and compact case which will be well |
sealed against dust and dirt. |
To these purposes our invention consists in |
the new and peculiar arrangements and con-
struetions of the parts of the case, all as here- |
ipafter fully described.

In theaccompanying drawings, illastrating
our invention, Kigure 1 reple%nts Q broad |
side plan view of our improved violin, &e.
case, shown as closed and locked. Fig. 9 rep- ,
1'esents a longitadinal sectional view L‘lken on -
line 2 2 1n I‘w 1, and showing the interior of
our case. I‘iﬂ* S represents a sectional view
of the case, thLen on line 3 3 in Fig. 1, and
showing pOlﬁ]lOIﬁlS of the interior and EEBGF}OP
of the same.

Tn the said drawings like numbers of refer-
ence designate eerresl)ondm parts thwmh
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Prierring to the (]l‘&“i‘i ings, the complefe case |

or box 6 18 COIlStl neted of the top 7 and the
hottom 8, each formed in a single piece of ma-
terial. The top 7 is formed w1th the shoul-

der 9 and the depending marginal lip or flange |

10, integral with the top. This two-part case
we eonstruct out of leather-board or other con-

solidated fibrous material, made, generally,

from leather cuttings, E.hminﬂsj and parings |
combined with paper-stock or material of a

fibrous nature, which is reduced fo a pnip,

| felted and consolidated, and formed into pli-

able sheets adapted to be molded as desired,

_then dried and hardened.

As the drawings clearly imlicute:, the top 7
and bottom 8 of the case are each molided in
single pieees, without joints or seams, andare
shaped with the edges, as 11, well rounded and
smooth., The vertical meeting sidesof thetop
and bottom, respectively, of the case gre con-

structed aboutin the same vertical plane—that

is, when the case i1s closed, as shown, these re-

case, thereby reducing the dimensions of the

case, since the form of the contained 1instra-
ment may be closely fitted thereto. Theseal-
ing lip or flange 10 is offset from the case-top,
and depends over the joint of the case top and
bottom, extending down over the outside of
the latter, and affords a secure seal against
The top 7 1s formed with 2
transverse curve or arch and 1s arched slightly
longitudinally,with thebreak 12 at the highest

- point, and beneath which the bridge of the in-
strument will lie when placed 1n the case. The
bottom 8 is formed with the base or resting-

sarface flattened.

The entire case has the two general parts of
the body 13 and neck 14 molded and cuarved
after the outiines of the instrament it is to be

- made for, and the case is made to snugly fit

and hug the instrument without the use of the
nsual blocks and stays placed within the in-
terior of such cases. The top 7 and bottom 8
are hinged together by means of the lnnges 15,
disposed, as shown, upon the body 13 and neck
14 of the case. Theleavesof the binges 15 are
secured to the top and bottom, respectively,
and the case is so shaped that the pintle or

' hinge pins 16 of the hinges are arranged in

axial alignment, whereby the top may be
readily worked on the hinges in opening and
closing the case. Thisisan important advan-
tage, since by virtue of the same the neck 14
of the case may be provided with a hinge in
the same manner as the body 13, and the hing-
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ing together of the top and bottom is rendered -

more durable.

The interior wallsof the caseb6are lined with
a soft fabrie, ag 26, which may be glued to the
solid material forming the case in the manner
shown.
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The caseis provided with suitable fastening-

- hooks, 17, and an ordinary form of combmed

handle and spring-lateh, 18, The interior of

- the top 7 is provided with the straps 19, suit-
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ably looped and arranged transversely t-hereof,
and the locking device, counsisting in the post
23,secured to the upper center part of the top
by means of the pin 24, and the turn-bar 20,
which is placed upon the end of the post and
1S pivoted at 1ts center to the pin 24, as clearly
shown in Fig. 2, for the purpose of securing
the violin-bows 1n locked positions therein.
The bows may be placed in position within
the upper part of the case-top by turning the

turn-bar 20 lengthwise of the case, and then

placing an end of each bow 1n one of the straps
19, sothatthe other ends thereof will lie within
the topandone toeach side of the post 23, when
the turn-bar is turned transversely of the top
into the position shown in Fig. 2, in order to
lock the bows in place. At the extreme end

- of the neck 14 and in the bottom 8 of the case
18 constructed a compartment, 21, provided
with a lid, 22, designed for containing strings,
rosin, &e.
YVe are aware that boxes have been hereto-
fore constructed out of leather and leather-
board and like consolidated fibrous materials,
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| and that the same have been shaped by com:

pression into peculiar forms, and we there-
fore disclaim such a construction; but
Having thus described our 1nvent10n we

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters |

Patent—

1. In a case of the character described, the

combination, with the case top and bottom
formed ‘Wlth their meeting sides in the same
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plane, of the external se“tlmo lip, offset and

formed integral with the said top and extend-

ing around the edge of the same and acting to
Overhp upon the “exterior of the sides of the
bottom and to seal the joint between the sald
top and bottom of the case, substantially as
Lierein set forth.

2. In a case of the character described, the .

combination, with the case-top, of the looped

straps 19, mountod within the said top and dis-
posed one on each side thereof, and the post 23,

4G

secured to the top and hfa,vmﬂ' the turn-bar 20 )

swiveled thereto for loelmw the bows within
the case-top, substantially as herein set forth.
FRANK H. BRADFORD.
NELSON E. KENNEDY.
- Witnesses:
J A_ BIILL _..-.:.‘l.:} JI
WILLIS FOWLER.
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