o Todel) ¢. 0. SCENELLER.

BUSTLE. . _
d Nov, 22, 1887.

No. 373,688. . ~ Patente
- 1y { Ll i, i f‘

- ] . -
F — hl-lll

LA ]
Y y YAl
7 TR
____________ e e e, . e T T, T p ]
S e S e e ot caf B e o e e R S ::‘*'ﬁ*ﬁ:;l*.!:
; ; v .
I L
T E i
P =1L - -
o+ a-

LY

]m

A,

o At T

B 7ttty

| o]

1

R Ferrx]!
-

l R s i LT
o Ml g

|

i

A

=E
i yey |

i st et st [l
ey arr Ty |
i AR A il
it i s e i st R (I i
PRt
e

N, PETERS. Photo-Lithographer, Washington, D G




10

UNITED STATES PATENT

GEORGE O. SCHNELLER, OF ANSONIA, CONNECTICUT.

BUSTLE.

SPECIPICATICN forming part of Letters Patent INo. 373,688, dated Novewbsr 22, 1887.

Application filed September 19, 1887,

Serial No, 250,064, (No model.)

—-y el

To all whony it may concerr:
Be it knownp that I, GEORGE O. SCHNELLER,
of Ansonia, in the county of New Haven and

State of Camlecmeub have invented 2 new

Improvement in Bustles; and 1 do hereby de-

-clare the following, when taken in connection

with accompanying drawings and the letters
of reference umrked thereon, to be a full ,clear,
and exact desceription of the same, and Whlch
sald drawings constitate part of thisspecifica-

tion, and representr? in-—
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Figure 1, a side view of a bustle complete;

Kig. 2, a front view of the same; Fig. 3, a ver-
tical sectlon cutting at right angles to the
axis; Fig. 4, a horizontal section looking down
upon the lower or principal bow and illus-
trating the connection of the springs with the
principal bow and body bow or pieces, en-
larged. Ifig. b iliustrates the application of
the Invention to a bustle of different arrange-
ment of bows; Fig, 6, a modification in the at-
tachment of the spring to the bows. FKig. 7
illustrates the attachment of the connecting-
strap to the ends of the body-bow, enlarged;
Ifig. 8, a perspective view of the ¢lip.

This inventionrelates to animprovement in
that class of bustles which consist of several
semicircular bows hinged by their ends to
body-pieces, and so that they may turn upon
their hinged ends to permit the bustle to col-
lapse or expand, as the case may be. In this
class of bustle a spring of some character is
necessary in order to distend the bustle and
vieldingly hold it in its distended position,
and so that as the wearer sits, asupon a chair,
the several bows will be turned upward and
toward the body under the pressure of the
body toward the back of the chair, butsothat

" when the wearer rises the spring will cause
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the several bows to assume their distended or
normal position.

Various constructions of springs have been
applied.

The object of my inv ention 1s the applica--
tion of a torsion-spring at the hinge-point of
the lower or principal bow, and which will
work freely to cause the distention or permit
the collapse of the bustle, and at the same
time will permit the spr ead of the bows, so-as
to contract the projecting extent of the inter-
nrediate bows.

I first illustrate the invention as applied to

I that class of bustles in which all the bows com-

posing the bustle are hinged together at a
common center.

A represents the body-bow, the sides of
which aresubstantially vertical, and form what
may be called **body-pieces;’’ and B, thelower
or principal bow; C, D, and I, intermediate
bows, all hmged ‘toa‘ebher ab their respeetive
ends upon a common pivotor center, ¢. The
several bows are connecbed by one or more
flexible tapes, I, in the usual manner, and the
body-bow A 18 also provided with the usunal
waistband, G, by which it may be secured to
the person. Across the body-bow and near
its ends an adjustable strap, H, i1s arranged,
by which the width of the bustle may be con-
tracted or expanded. Ifach end of the re-
spective bows is provided with an . eyelet,
which forms the pivot-hole, alike in all the
bows.

The spring is made from wire, and in two
parts. The one part, I, runs through the piv-

ot-holes in the bows at one end, *‘md 18 then

turned upward to form an arm, J, which 1s
clipped to one side of the body- baﬁ, as at KK,

so that the part I of the springis permmently

secured to the part I, and so as to avoid pos-

sible rotation. 'The other end of the part I is
turned horizontally outward to form an arm,

L; but at the bend or angle of the arm L 'm
e‘, e, M, 1s formed in a p]ane parallel with the
arm L. The arm L extends along fthe iInner
side of the lower bow, B3, (see Figs. 3 and 4,)
and is clipped to the bow B, as at N, so as to
firmly secure that arm to the bow B. "The
other part, O, of the spring is like the part I,
but runs through the pivot-holes at the oppo-
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site end of the bows, as seen in Figs. 2 and go

4, and is turned up to form an arm, P extend-
ing onto the other side of the badv bow A,
and is there secured by a c¢lip, B. The part
O also extends through the eye M of the
part I, as shown.
O, like the part I, is turned horizontally to
form an arm, S, which is clipped to the lower
bow, B, as at T and at the bend of this arm
an eye, U, 18 fmmed like the eye M of the
part L, and this eye U surronnds the part I,
as indicated in Figs. 2 and 4. It will thus be

“seen that one end of each spring is firmly se-
cured to the body-bow, and the other end of

the same spring is secured to the lower bow,

The other end of the part g3
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'B; hence if the two bows A B be forced to- |

sion of the wires themselves between the two

gether it will impart a torsion or twist to the | angles.
respective parts I O of the spring, the reac- | In this class of bustles the adjusting-strap
tion of which will eause the two extreme bows | H, which connects the two ends of the body- 70
5 to separate when free. The result of this 1s bow isusually secured to the ends of the body-
that as the wearer sits the lower bow strikes bow or body-pieces at a point above thepivot,
the back of the chair and forces that bow with | and Sllllp]y laps onto the outside of the body-
the others upward and toward the body-bow | bow and is there secured by an eyelet. The
into the collapsed position, as seen in Fig. 1. | lower end of the body-bow therefore bears di- 75

10 This imparts a torsion strain to the parts of | rectly against the body of the wearer, and, be-

the spring, and so that when the wearer rises | ing hard and unyielding, is frequently a dls- |

- from the seat the reaction of the spring will comfort to the wearer, because the tendency
force the bows to their distended or normal | of the skirts upon the bustle is to throw the
position. lower ends of the body-bows bard against the 8o

15 As one part of the spring is secured to one | body of the wearer. Again, the wear upon
end of the body-bow and the other part of the | the pivot in the body-bowis much greaterthan
spring to the other end of the body-bow, and | upon the other bows, because of its greater ex-
as each part is provided with an eye surround- | posure, the body- “bow always being the outside f
ing the other part as a guide or support, it | bow, and the tendency of the strap secured 85

2¢ follows that the ends of the body-bows may | above the pivot and drawing over the edge of
separate by lengthening the strap H or con- | the bow tends to twist the body-bow, and thus
tracted by shortening the strap; hence the | increase the strain or wear upon the pivot.

~width of the bustle may be readily adjusted | To overcome these difficulties I apply the ._
and without affecting the respective springs. | adjusting-strap to the extreme ends of the go

25 In some classes of bustles, as indicated in | body-bow, as indicated in Fig. 2. In thusap-

- Fig. b, the bows are hinged to uprights or | plying the strap, the ends of the strap are
body-pieces, which take the place of the body- | wound around the body-bows, as seen in Fig.
bow A of Figs. 1and 2. The lower bow, B, | 7, first applying the end to the outside; thence

18 hinged to the body-piece at the lower end around the front edge; thence returning on the g5
30 in the same manner and thesprings are there | inside of the bow around the outside edge;
- applied in the same manner as between the | thence returning again to the front edge, thus
body-bow A and the lower bow, B, of the first | producing several thicknesses of the strap
~illustration. The intermediate bows, how- | around the bow at the end, and preferably so o
ever, are pivoted at different points on the | that the lower edge of the strap will extend 100
35 body-piece and the several bows connected to | below the ends of the bows, as indicated in
~ thelower bow. Asthespring inthisarrange- | Fig. 2, and then the pivot-eyelet isintroduced
ment acts precisely the same between the | through the thicknesses of the strap and.
lower bow, B, and the body-piece A, as before, | through the body-pieces, as seen in Fig. 7,8e-
1t follows that the same collapsing is permis- | curing the several thicknesses of the sbrap to 105

10 Sible to impart torsion to the parts of the | the body piece by the pivot-eyeletitself. The
spring, and the reaction will throw the lower | straps from the two sides are connected by a
‘bow back to its normal position, and because | buckle, as shown, or may be a strap without
of connection with the bows above will bring | & buckle if no adJustment is required. By
all the bows to their respective normal posi- | this construction the ends of the bows are In- 110

45 tions; but in the arrangement which I have | closed by several thicknesses of the strap, and
first described the parts of the spring form the | the strain is brought directly in line of the
respective pivots upon which the several | pivot, which, to a very great extent, avoids

. bows turn, and for this reason I prefer this | the twisting strain upon the body- “bow before
construction; but I do not wish to be under- | referred to, and the several thicknesses of the 1:3
so stood as limiting the invention to any particu- | strap form a cushion upon the end of the bow
lar arrangement of intermediate bows. to bear against the body of the wearer and
The eyes M U, which embrace the two parts | soften the pressure, which, without such pro-
of the spring, may be omitted; but in such | tection, would necessarily exisb. This strap-
case a clip should be applied directly at the | connection is applicable to the various classes 120
sc end of the spring, and, as indicated in Fig. 6, | of bustles in which the ends of the body bows

, these clips will hold the parts in their proper | or pieces are connected by astrap of this char-
relative position to each other; but yet I pre- | acter.
fer to form the eyes M U for this purpose. The clips N, by which the arms are secured

The clips by which the ends of the two wires | to the base, are formed from sheet metal, as 125

6o are secured to the respective bows should be | seen in Fig. 8, the piece of metal being of suffi- |
as near the angle as conveniently may be, in | cient length to embrace the bow. At its center
order to make the connection between the | a longltudmal recess, e, 1s formed, correspond-
springs and the bows firm, and so that there | ing to the shape of the wire, and so that when
will be no yield to the wire to any extent be- | laid upon the bow, as seen in Fig. 3, the longi- 130

65 tween the clip and the angle, thereby confin- | tudinal recess e will locate the arm, while the

ing the elasticity entirely to the twist or tor- | flaps at each side are closed down upon the re-
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verse side of the bow. This longitudinal recess | which theother imrt passes,substantially as de-

securely locates and holds thearmin its proper
relation to the bow.

I elaim— |

1. A bustle consisting of body-pieces pro-
vided with a band, by which the bustle may be
secured to the body, a principal bow plvoted
at each end to the said body-pieces, a wire
spring made 1n two parts, 1 O, said parts ex-
tending, respectively, through the pivots be-
tween the body-pieces and the principal bow,
one end of each part made fast to the body-
piece on one side and at the opposite side
turued horizontally outward and made fast to
the principal bow, substanttaily as described.

2. A bustle consisting of body-pieces pro-
vided with a band, by which the bustle may be
secured to the body, a principal bow pivoted
at each end to said body-pieces, a wire spring
made 1n two parts, I O, said parts extending,
respectively, through the pivots between the
body-pieces and the principal bow, one end of
each part made fast to the body-piece on one
side and at the opposite side turned horizon-
tally outward and made fast to the principal

bow,each partconstructed withan eye,through |

—

scribed.

3. A bustle consisting of a body-bow pro-
vided with a band, by whiech the bustle 18 se-
cured to the person,a second or lower bow piv-
oted by its ends to corresponding ends of the
body-bow, with intermediate bows pivoted to
said body-bow,and sothat the bustle isadapted
to be collapsed, a strap connecting the two
sides of the body-bow, the ends of the strap
wound about the ends of the body-bow at the
pivot, the pivot-eyelet introduced through the
bow and through the windings of the strap
around the bow, substantially as described.

4. The herein-described clip adapted to se-
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cure springs to bustle-bows, consisting of a

plate having a longitudinal central groove
therein corresponding to theshape of the wire
of the spring and provided with a flap at each
side adapted to close upon the reverse side of
the bow, substantially as deseribed.

GEO. O. SCHNELLER.

Witnesses:
JOHN E. EARLE,
FRED C. EARLE,
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