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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ParLIp WERUM, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Toledo, in
the county of Lucas and State of Ohio, havein-
vented certain new and useful Iniprovementsin
a Combined Rope Clamp and Tag-Holder; and
L do declare the following to be a full,clear, and

enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters and figures of reference marked
thereon,which form a part of this speclfication.

My invention relates to improvements in
combined cord-clamps and tag-holders, partic-
ularly adapted for use in mail-bags; and it
consists of the peculiar construction and com-
bination of parts, as will be hereinafter fully
described, and particularly pointed out in the
claims. |

The primary object of my invention is to
provide an improved clamp and tug-holder
which secures itself upon the cord or rope and
thetagin the holder by frictional contact only,
and in such a secure manner that the parts
cannot be displaced, and the cord and tag are
simultaneously released at one operation, so
that either can be removed at will without re-
quiring the adjustment of separate devices,
the parts being simple and strong in construe- |
tion, effective and reliable in operation, and

A farther object of mmy invention is to so ar-
range the cord in the clamp that it is effectn-
ally prevented from twisting at either end of
the clamp, while at the same time the eord 18
S0 disposed that it is in position as all times
for the clamping-slide to hind thereon,

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 ig
a perspective view of my improved cord-clamp |
aud tag-holder. Fig. 2 is a top plan view.,
Fig. 3 is a vertical longitudinal sectional view
on the line z x of Fig. 3. Tig. 4 is a detail
perspective view of the clamping - slide de-
tached from the device, and Fig. 5 is a vertical
cross-sectional view on the line y 5 of Fig. 3.

Referring to the drawings, in which like let-
ters of reference denote corresponding parts |
in all thefigures, A designates the base-plate of
acombined cord-clamp and tag-holder embod y-
Ing my invention, which bage-plate is prefer-
ably made rectangular in form. The said plate

i8 provided on oneside, at the side edges there-
of, with longitudinal parallel flanges orribs a a,
in the opposing faces of which are formed lon-
gitudinal channels or grooves @, in which is
fitted a tag-plate, B. This tag-plate is Pro-
vided at one end with an angular lip or Hange,
b, which is fitted in a recess or notch, I/, formed
In one side of the base plate A, so that the tag-
plate is held from endwise movement and se-
curely in place in the clamp, and the said tag-
plate is arranged a short distance from and
parallel with the base-plate, to leave aninter-
mediate space or chamber, in which a paper or
other tag, B', is fitted. The tag-plateis further
provided with a longitudinal slot, b?, through
which the name of the station or the destina-
tion printed on the paper or other tag can he
readily observed. |

The base-plate A of the clamp is further pro-
vided on the reverse side to the flanges or ribs
a with integral keepers C, preferably two in
number, which are arranged in line with each
other nearopposite ends of the base-plate. Be-
tween these keepers a longitudinal slot, D,
18 formed in the base-plate A, which slot aligns
or coincides with the slot ofthe tag-plate when
the tag is removed, and in the slot D of the
base-plate operates the clamping-slide I, the
peculiar construction of which I will now pro-
ceed to describe. |

The body e of the clamping-slide is of such
a width as to fit snugly in the longitudinal slot
of the base-plate and to be capable of sliding
freely back and forth therein, and the front
end of the body is curved upwardly, as at e, to
form or provide a binding-sarface at ¢’, which
1Impinges upon the tag B’, when the slide is
thrust forward, to clamp the tag securely in

- Place by frictional contact solely, the binding

action of the said surface taking place only
when the slide is thrust forward, and is accom-
piished in the manner presently described.
From the upwardly-curved end ¢ of the body
of the clamping-slide projects a forwardly-ex-
tending finger, which is inelined downwardly
from a horizontal line drawn through the body
of the slide, and from the rear end of the body
of the slide extends a horizontal arm, g, with
the lateral faces at the free rear extremity
thereof formed with integral wedge-surfaces
9" g*, to thereby make the arm wedge-shaped in
longitudinal section, these wedge-shaped sur-
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faces being corrugated or toothed to more
firmly bite on the rope or cord G. Thein-
clined finger f of the slide projects into one of
the keepers, the one at the front end of the
5 base-plate, and thefree end of the finger rides
or impinges upon the upper surface of thesaid
plate, and the rearwardly -extending arm g
passes through the keeper at the opposite rear
end of the base-plate, sufficient space being

10 left between the sides of the keepers and the

finger and arm, when the slide is drawn rear-

ward, to permit the cord or rope G to pass be-
tween the same. o
- The body of theslide at the upperextremity
of the curved end ¢ thereof, which forms the
binding-surface ¢, is formed with guide eyes
~ or loops & /', which are arranged on opposite
~sides. of the finger f, and above the same and
through the eyes or loops is passed the cord
or cords . In fitbting the cord or rope Gin
the clamp it is first doubled upon itself and
connected to the mail-bag, or two cords may be
used which are properly secured to the bag,
and the ends of the cord or cords are passed
through the front keeper on opposite sides of
the finger 7, then through theeyes or loops A I/,
and finally through the rear keeper on oppo-
site sides of the arm g, thereby allowing the
free ends of the cord or cords to project be-
yond the rear end of the clamp. |
The operation of my invention is as follows:
The cord having been first properly fitted In
~ the clamp and the tag B’ inserted in the space
~ between the base and tag plates, the slide 1s
35 thrust forward by hand to press the wedge-
 shaped surfaces of the arm g into contactwith
~ the cord or cords G, and thereby forces the
same laterally against the sides of the rear
 keeper, these wedge-shaped surfaces grasping
40 the cord firmly and holding the device thereto
" in such a secure manner that.it cannot become
displaced or detached. As the slide is thrust
forward to clamp the cord, the inclined finger
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fridesonthe base-plateand forces the binding-

a5 surface ¢’ of the body of the slide firmly upon
the tag B’, and thus holds the tag securely in
place against the tag-plate. It will thus be
seen that the cord is gripped firmly and thetag
" held in place by the simple forward thrust ot
zo the clamping-slide, which can be quickly per-
- formed with great ease, and both the cord and
tag can be simultaneously released by a retro-
orade movement of the slide when it is de:
sired to adjust either the cord in the clamp or
replace the tag with another one. '-

I attach especial importance to the peculiar
~ construction and action of the clamping-slide,
“as it performs its fanctions in a highly-satis-
~factory manner,and isextrewelysimple 1n con-.
60 struction aswellas reliable and effective 1n op-

eration. S L
'Slight chianges in the form and proportion of
 parts can be made without departing from the

‘as described. |

“spirit or sacrificing the advantages of my in-

vention. - |
Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— _, _
1. The combination of a base-plate having
keepers, aslide guided by the keepers and pro- 70
vided with two guides and laterally-extending

65_

‘wedge - shaped surfaces, and a cord passing

through the guides and on opposite sides of
the wedge-shaped surfaces,to be pressed by the
latter against one of the keepers, substantially 75
9 The combination of a slotted base-plate,
a slide operating in the slot of the plate and *
having the binding-surface to operate agalnst
a tag, and an inclined arm connected to the
slide and riding on the base-plate when the
slide is thrust forward to depress the binding-
surface, substantially as described. R
3. The combination of a slotted base-plate
having keepers, a slide provided at an inter- 8
mediate point of its length with a binding-sur-
face to operate against a tag,an inclined finger
projecting from one end of the slide, a wedge-
shaped arm projecting from the opposite end
of the slide, and a cord fitted on opposite sides go
of the arm and finger, between the latter and
the sides of the keepers, substantially as de-
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4. Inacombined cord-clampand tag-holder,
the combination of a base-plate having keep- 95
ers, a cord passed through the keepers, a tag,
and a slide guided by the keepers and having
plurality of integral clamping surfaces, for si-
multaneously impinging upon the cord and tag
to bind the parts in _
the slide in one direction, substantially as de-
scribed. | | , |

5. Inacombined cord-clampand tag-holder,
the combination of a base-plate having the
keepers, a slide for clamping a tag and carry:-
ing the guide eyes or loops, a finger connected
to the slide at a pointbelow the guide-eyes and
between the latter, and wedge-shaped armex-
tending from the opposite end of theslide for
clamping a cord, substantially as described.

6. Inacombined cord-clamp and tag-holder,
the combination of a slotted base-plate having
the keepers, a slotted tag-plate fixed to the
base-plate and arranged to leave a space be-
tween the two plates, and a curved slide oper-
ating in the slot of the base-plate and having
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an inclined finger at one end and a wedge-
shaped arm at the opposite end, substantially

as described. | |
- Intestimony whereof T affix my signature 1n
presence- of two witnesses. |

PHILTP WERUM.

120

Witnesses: o
WirtiaMm E. COLE,
. B. D. MOORE.

place at a single thrust of 1CO
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