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To all whom it may concerm:

Be1t known that I, EDWARD E. WEBSTER,
a cltizen of the United States, residingat Min-
neapolis, in the county of Hennepin and State
of Minnesota, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Paper-Files, of which
the following 18 a specification. |

My improvements relate to file-cases having
drawers for holding papers. -

The object of theinvention is the production
of a case with drawers having falling fronts
and arranged in compact form toafford a large
number of separatefiles withinacomparatively
small space, and designed, primarily, for keep-
ing blanks; and the invention consists, gen-
erally, in a case adapted to receive drawers
arranged in close order, and in the construe-
tion of the drawers, which are preferably made
of sheet metal, having partially-covered tops
and open frontswith hinged facing-pieces which
closethedrawer-openings when the drawersare
closed and swing beneath when they are pulled
partly out,and in detalls of construction, which
will be hereinafter fully explained.

The improvements are illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, in which Figure 1 is

showing one of the drawers partially drawn
out. Fig. 2 is a detail view of one of the
drawers. Fig. 31is adetail of the hinged front
of one of the drawers. I'ig. 4 is a transverse
section of the same on the line x x of Fig. 8.
Fig. 5 is a horizontal sectional view of the
front portion of the case, showing a drawer
in place; and Figs. 6 and 7 show modifica-
tions of the mode of hinging the fronts of
the drawers. | |
In the several views, A designates a case of
any suitable form,havinga single compartment
(as that illustrated in Fig. 1) or two or more
compartments, as desired. Atthe frontof the
compartment, which is otherwise open, are
cross-pieces a, secured to the case-sides, and
at the sides within are secured guide-strips o/,

cross-pieces and extending horizontally there-
from to the rear of the case, forming ways for
gniding and sustaining the drawers. Thesides
of the compartment are chamfered from the
front to a short distance within, as shown at

|

@’, to admit the hinges of the drawer-fronts, |

These cross-pieces and guide-strips may be
comparatively thin—one-fourth inch in thick-
ness being sufficient—so that a considerable
number of shallow drawers may be placed in 55
a comparatively low case.

B B are the drawers, which are preferably
made of tin or other thin sheet metal, in order
that they may have the largest holding capac-
ity practicable for the space they occupy. 6o
Their tops are only partially covered by the
covers ¢, and may be formed by bending over
the metal of the sides, and the rear ends are
partially but sufficiently inclosed by the down-
wardly-inclined ends ¢’ of the covers, secured 65
by solder or otherwise to the bottoms ¢* of the
drawers. The rearward inclination of the
drawer-ends serves to hold the ends of the pa-
pers in sloping position, so that the upper
paper at the front will extend slightly beyond 70
the lower ones, and thus be in position to be
more easily taken hold of to pull it out. The
drawers are pushed in or pulled out by means
of the fronts or facing-strips d, which close the
drawer-openings when the drawers are in- 75
serted. The fronts d are secured to the hang-
ers e, pivoted to the sides of the drawers near
their front ends, and when the drawers are
partly withdrawn the fronts d swing down, as
shown in the drawings, giving free access to 8o
the blanks in the drawers. The pivots ¢ for
the hangers ¢ may be soldered on the outside
of the drawer-sides, so as to offer no obstruc-
tion to the sliding of the papers within. The
hangers ¢ may be sprung over their pivots, so 85
that they can be readily detached, when de-
sired, by pressing them apart. Inthe face of
the pieces d are undercut grooves f, into which
labels ¢ can be inserted from the ends and
withdrawn and changed to indicate the con- go

tents of the drawers.

In Fig. 6 is shown a modified form of hinge
for the front d, in which two bent wires are
used. The wires have straight portions#, the
ends of which are attached to the under edge g5
of the piece d, and other portions, 4/, bent at
right angles to the former and entered into
sockets provided on the bottom of the drawer;
and in Fig. 7 is shown another form of hinge,

¢, for the front d, in which one leaf of an ordi- 100

nary hinge is fastened to the under side of the
drawer and the other leaf fastened to the side
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of the front d. A cap, ¢, is shown attached to
the piece d,for inclosing the space between the
piece d and the end of_ the drawer. In using

eitbher of the latter forms of hinges it is neces-

sary to cut away a portion of the cross-piece «,
rendering these forins less desirable than that
first deseribed, because of their necessitating
a larger case for the same drawer capacity.
Having fully described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18— - | |
1. Inafile-case havingsuitable openingsand
ways for drawers, open-front drawers therein,
constructed of sheet metal forming the bot-
toms and suitably bent to form the sides and
inner ends, and swinging front pieces having
hangers hmﬂ'ed to the drawels, substantially

 as set forth.

20

2. In combination, a case having suitable

ouldes for drawers, and drawers. therein hav-
ing partly-covered tops and open fronts, and

- provided with swinging front pieces, substan-

tlall y as seb forth.
3. A file-case drawer having a blopmﬂ‘ rear
e_nd and open front and a swinging front piece.

4. A sheet-metal file-case drawer having a |
_ sloping rear-end 1n-
closure, and an open front, combined with a
swinging front piece, substantially as set forth.

partially-covered top, a

—
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. b..An 0pen-frbnt_ﬁle case drawerconstructed

of sheet metal suitably bent to form the sides-
and cover and rear end, in combination with
a.swinging front piece pwoted to the drawer,

| substantmlly as described.

6. The combination, with a case ha,vmg

drawer-ways widened at the front, of drawers

having open fronts and constructed of sheet
metal sultably bent to form the sides, rear

ends,and partial covers, swinging front pleces; -

and hangers therefor pivoted to the sides of

the drawe1s, substantially as set forth.

7. The combination, with a file-case having

and swinging front pieces having hangers piv-
oted to the drawers, whereby the fronts are
made to swing down when the drawers are

- pulled out and to swiug up as the drawers

are pushed in, substantially as set forth.

8. A file-case drawer having an open front
and provided with outward pivot-pins at its
sides, and a swinging front piece having hang-
ers adapted to clasp over said pins, substan-
tmlly as set forth.

EDWARD E. WEBSTER.

Witnesses: - |
P. H. GUNCKEL,
- J. L. DOBBIN..
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