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To all whom it may concerns

Be it known that I, G. JAC0B RUPPRECHT,
a resident of the city, county, and State of New
York,haveinvented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Stretchers for Shaping the Legs
of Pantaloons; and I do hereby declare that the
following isa full and exact description thereof,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-

ings, and to the letters of reference marked

thereon, making a part of this specification, in

* which—

Figure 1isaside elevation of a pair of panta-

- loons suspénded for stretching and shaping by

- means of my
I
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invention.  Fig. 2 is a central

longitudinal section of my stretching and shap-
‘1ng device removed from the pants, and Fig.

3 a transverse section of the same in line z 2
of Fig. 2. ' S

My invention relates to a device for stretch-
ing or restoring to their proper shape panta-
loons which have become baggy and ill-set-

ting in wear; and it consists in the construe-

tion and arrangement of a sectional stretcher,

- as is hereinafter fully described, whereby it is
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adapted to be inserted and expanded in the

lower end of each leg of the pantaloons,to im-
part a proper form and set thereto, and to

~ serve by its weight to extend the leg when the
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pants are suspended vertically for the purpose.
~In the accompanying drawings, A A’ repre-
sent the two sections or divisions of my im-
proved stretcher, each made of a hollow shell
or casting, the onein the form required for the
rear portion of the bottom of the pants-leg and
the other for the front portion thereof. The
outersurfaceofeach section is preferably armed
with a series of fine teeth orserrations, sss, hav-
ing a downward inclination, as illustrated in
Fig. 2,whose fanction it is to engage the cloth
of the pants when inserted therein,and thereby
prevent the stretcher from slipping out by its
welght when the pants are hung up to. be
stretched. | | ._
The twosections A A’ are coupled together,
with their convex faces outward, by means of

- two similar rods or shafts, Band B’, each fitted
centrally with a toothed wheel, C, and each
threaded at one end to form a right-hand serew
and at the other a left-hand serew. These
threaded ends of each shaft are made to enter
and work, respectively, into threaded seats |
formed in suitable offsets, D D, projecting in- |
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{ Wardly from the shell of each section midway

hetween the sides and near to the ends thereof,
as shown in Figs. 2and 3, and which are braced

ab their outer ends by transverse bars E E.

Preferably, and for the sake of neatness in ap-

| pearance, these offsets or serew-seats D D are

cylindrical in form, and, in common with the

‘brace-bars E B, may be formed or cast inte-

grally with the outer shell of the section, al
though they admit of being formed separately
and being riveted or otherwise fixed thereto.
By turning the rods B B’ in the one direction
the two divisions of the stretcher will be forced
apart, and in the other direction they will be
drawn together through the operation of the

i right-and-left screws.

The simultaneous rotation of the two trans-
verse rods B B’ is effected by meauns of a longi-
tudinalscrew, I, mounted in suitable bearings,
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G (&, to rotate at a right angle to the shafts B

B" and engage the toothed wheels C ¢’ on said

shafts and form a worm-gear therewith, this

screw K being made long enough to project
beyond the lower end of the stretcher aud

fitted with a cross-bar or hand-wheel, H, to

facilitate turning it. |

The stretcher thus simply constructed of the
two shells or divisions A A’, fitted with the
two transverse coupling-shafts B B’, actuated

by the longitudinal screw ¥ and engaging the
‘shafts by means of a worm-gear, is sufficiently

heavy to operate,when inserted in the lower
ends of the legs of a pair of pantaloons, W,
which ‘have been properly suspended from a
support at the waistband, as shown in Fig. 1,
to draw out any transverse wrinkles or any
undue enlargement of the pants at the knees
produced in wearing the same.

- Tu the use of the device the two sécbions of '

the stretcher are, by the rotation of the screw
¥ in one direction, drawn closely together, to
permit of the ready insertion of the stretcher
into the bottom of the pants. They are then
spread apart by a reverse movement of the

screw until they engage the pants closely, the

serrations on their ounter faces serving to pre-
vent them from slipping out from the pants
when the latter are hung up, while their out-
ward pressure against the pants serves to im-
part thereto a suitable form and set.

I claim as my invention—

The combination, with the two divisions or
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shells of a stretcher or shaper for pantaloon- | pausion of the stretcher to fill the pants-legs

 legs, of serrations upon the outer surface | and cause the serrations to take hold thereof,

thereof, a longitudinal serew-shaft supported | all substantially in the manner and for the pur- 15
by and between the divisions, transverse coup- | pose herein set forth. - |

ling-rods, each terminating at its two ends in In testimony whereof I have signed my name

right and left serews, internally-threaded off- | to this specification in the presence of two sub-

- sets formed or fitted in each division to receive | seribing witnesses.
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and engage SELi—d3SGl'e“?Sj and a “TOI'IH"“ThGEI ﬁt' Y & JACOB RUPPRECHT
ted upon the middle of each transverse coup- | CUOETETT T
ling-rod to engage thelongitudinal screw-shaft, Witnesses:

wherceby the rotation of the shaft will produce | A. N. JESBERA,

a simultancous rotation of said rodsandanex-* M. E. FINLEY.
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