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To all whom it may concermn:
Be it known that I, DAVID GRANT SMYTH, of

Hartford, in the county of Hartford and State

of Connecticut, have invented an Improve-

mentinStretchers for Artists’ Canvas. of which

the following 1s a specification.
Artists’ canvasisusually secured at its edges
to a frame, and wedges are introduced at the

the corners and stretching the canvas. Diffi-
culty, however, arises in pmpel]y framing the
coruers together and alsoinfitting the wedges,

‘as these wedges usually are introduced at right

angles to each other.
My Iinventionis for simplifying the construc-
tion of the stretcher and for supporting the

~wood at the corners, so thatthe canvasis kept
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in the proper plane and the same does not be-
come buckled-or distorted at the corners.

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows one corner
of the stretcher or frame partially in section,
and Fig. 2 is a section at the line z 2.

The frame-pieces A B are of suitable width
and thickness, and the corners are umted by
sawing off the wood at an angle of forty five

 degrees, and in the wood, at the end of each of

the frame-pieces, a deep and comparatively

- wide saw-cut is made, into which is introduced
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a plate, C, preferably of wood, fitting the saw-
cats tightly, and forming a bridge- piece with
the grain of the wood perpendicular, or nearly
so, to the beveled ends of the frame-pieces, so
that this br idge-piece forms a reliable connect-

‘ing-plate to maintain the parts of the frame
35

properly in line with each other at each cor-

‘ner, and at the edge or the edges of the bridge-
plate a wedge or wedges, D H, are introduced,
‘with their broader ends standing inwardly to-
ward the center of the frame or stretcher. |

| The canvas, F-, is to be tacked around the edges

of this frame when the mitered ends of the
frame pieces abut against each other, and then
the wedges D E are driven in mor e or less to
Sepqrate the mitered ends of the frame-pieces
and stretch the canvas to the desired extent.

This construction is simple, very cheap, and
reliable, and the corners are strengthened by
the bridge- plates, so that they are not liableto

injury, and the canvas will be stretched straight

and uniformly. |
I claim as my invention— *
1. The combination, with the stretcher-
frame having beveled ends and saw-cuts In the

same, of the bridge-pieces formed of plates of

wood with the grain at right angles, or nearly
s0, to the beveled ends, and the wedges within
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the saw-cuts and between the edges of the

bridge-pieces and the bottoms of the saw-cuts,

substantially as set forth.

2. The combination,” with the- stretcher-

| framehaving beveled endsand incisionsin such

ends, of bridge-pieces in such incisions and
acting to unite the frame-pieces together at the
corners, and wedges acting against the edges
of the bridge pieces, substantially as set forth.

'3 The eombmatlon with the smetcher-

-----

'such ends of brldge pieces fitting tlghtly into

such IHOISIOHS to unite the frame-pieces to-
gether, and wedges to actin stretching the can-

vas, substantially as set forth.

Signed by me thls 16th day of December A.
D. ]886

DAVID GRANT SMYTH.

Witnesses:
ORMAN E. RYTHER,
JAMES A. WILLIAMS.
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