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_’Z’o all whom it ma j CONCErn:
Beitknownthat I, WILLIAM HENRY YOUNG,

of New York, in the county of New York and

State of New Ym Ik, haveinvented certain new

and useful Improvements in Clothes- Streteh-

ers; and I do hereby declare the following “to
be a full, c¢lear, and exact description of the in-

vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art bn which 1t ‘tppert&ms to make and use.

the same.

My invention relates to an improvement in
apparatus for stretching clothes; and its object
isto remove wrinkles, shrinkage, and other un-
shapeliness, particularlyin pantaloons,sleeves,
hose, shawls, scarfs, and similar articles of
wear, caused by constant use.
| Wlth these ends in view my invention con-

- sists in certain features of construction and
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combinations of parts, as will be hereinafter
fully deseribed, and pointed out in the claims.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view 1n perspective of the stretching appa-
ratus complete and in position for use.
2 is aside elevation. Fig. 3isadetached view
of the stretching-clamps turned in various
relative positions..
of the clamps, also showing them in various
related positions. Fig.5showsmodified forms
of tension-connections, and Fig. 6 shows sev-
eral forms of shapers used. |
D represents a distender-rod having loops
or slides s, in which the lapping ends of the
sections lgosely slide, and one section is pro-
vided with a series of perforations, f, and the
other with an attached pin, p, adapted to
enter different perforations in holding the
bar at various adjustments. This distender-
rod might bg in a single piece. The two
clamps, consisting each of bars B C, are located
at opposite ends of the bar D, are preferably
of equal length and somewhat longer than the
breadth of the fabrie as folded for stretching,
and are angular in transverse section, subject
to the modifications as shown In Figs. 3 and 4,
that one face of each clamp may be advan-
tageously rounded and that the different faces
of the bars may be varied in breadth to give
a varying space between them as their differ-
ent faces are presented to each other to hold
different thicknesses of fabric, as illustrated
in Fig. 4. At short distances from the ends

- Hig.

If1g. 4. are sectional views

| of the clamping - bars shoulders ¢ may be

formed, and. from this point to the extreme
ends the bars are tapering, to allow the folded

~edges of the fabric while being held without

2 shaper to have free space and not be glven

a crease by the clamp pressure, to further in-

crease the spaces between the clamping-bars
tor recelving the shapers, to give a limited
space for the flexible ringsr, and yet by means
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of the shoulders g to prevent them from sliding

against the fabric; and the tapering ends are
preferably of su ch position with relationto the

remaining portion of the bars as to be located

nearer one of the narrower faces of the bars to
permit a further variation of space between
the bars.

Buttons b are seeured on the extreme ends
of all the tapering ends of the clamping-bars

except one, for the purpose of preventing the
rings 7 from slipping off tco easily, and omit-
ted on this particular one to allow the elamp-
ing-bars to be readily opened. Loops may
also be used for this same purpose, if desired,
or they may be used in place of the buttons,
one being usually omitted for the same reason
that one button is dispensed with.

The tepsion-connections cc connect the rings
r loogely and are of just sufficient length to
permit one ring to be slipped off the end {,

‘which has neither button nor loop. The up-

per connector is adapted to be suspended on a
hook or in a noteh, €, in the upper end of the
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extensible bar 1), while the lower connectoris -

provided with an attacher,a,formed of knotted
cord, perforated leather, or other suitable
flexible material, designed to be drawn down
tightly and fastened to a hook, pin, weight, or

- slinllar device, d.

‘In the following manner:

The shapers L, A, S, and H, and various
others, 1f needed, are constructed of thin ma-

terial, and sheet metal is desirable or heavy -

pasteboard, these particular ones being es-
pecially designed for trousers-legs, ankles,
sleeves, and hose, respectively. These may
or may not be emplt)j ed In the operation of

stretching; but I find them desirable in com-

bined longitudinal and . lateral stretching.
They may be of single pieces or”of two or
three pileces hinged together.

The operation of the apparatus is performed
For longitudinal

85'-

Q0O

95

I1CO



35

- stretching, the fabric being evenly folded and |
+ the clamps opened, I insert the feet of the
- frousers or hose or other article smoothly:
~within a pair of clamping-bars, observing to
- place the broader faces which have no loops
their: higher shoulders to-
ward the middle of the part to be stretched
- and :the eonnector turned ifrom or ';Oppc)s.ite
“these ‘higher shoulders, when: the bars are
closed, the ring slipped on the free tapering
. end of thebar, and one or both barsrevolved,.
“if necessary, to partly clamp the fabrie. The
- other clamp is similarly arranged on the up-
. per:portion of the part to be stretched.  When
thus arranged, a slight careful tension by the
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toward each other,

- hands on the connectors tightens the rings,

. clamps the fabrie, and all may be attached to

- the distender or suitably-arranged hooks, or
otherwise,ina wardrobeorelsewhere,the series
-of fastenings on the attacher serving to secure
- greater or less tension.

 hung on a hook, laid in a drawer, on a shelf,

. orin atrunk for: travel,; &e.
... bar being dispensed with, one conneetor may:
2
. other fastened by its attacher under tension to:

.. alower hook or other fastening.

oo length to carry in & traveling-bag, the part to

. be stretehed niay be folded at its middle; bring-:

1ng 1ts extremities together in one clamp (as
- the deet and upper part of trousers) and plac-.
ing the other clamp wholly within: the: fold,:
—arranging that the fold shall lest ’lg‘mHSt the-

be hune on an upper hook or meg, and the
oY

R muuded mde of a bar.
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For combined lourrltuduﬁl Stletchlng andé

lateral stretching and shaping, a shaper is first;
inserted and then the clamps anplied as before,
one clamp grasping the shaper, the other 11013
doing so.

It 1s evident that slight changes might be re-
sorted to in the form and arrangement of the
several parts described without departing from
the spirit and scope of my invention. Hence

I do not wish to limit myself to the particular

construetion herein set forth; but,
Having fully described my invention, what

I ¢laim as new, and desire to secure by Letters |

Patent, is—
1. The combination, with clamping - bars

;tlally as set forth. -
3. The: combmatlon with heldmn‘ clamps .
conslsblng, essentm,lly, of a pair of clmnpmrr- SRR
bars each member of which Is rectangular in
cross-section and provided with tapering ends,
said tapering portions-being nearer tooneface
thanto the other,and clasping-rings connecting |
the clamps and fiexible devices connecting the
rings, of a sectional bar to which said flexible: =
devices are atiached, the said bar adapted to
be lengthened or shortened and the seebionsz i
locked in any desu*ed adj usbment Sul)sban
5t1dlly as set forth. -

The whole may be

The distender-

For reduced

873,120

having faces of different breadths and: ad‘lpted 50 R
to be secured together in differentrelativepo: 1
sitions, and also provided with tapering ends, -
of rings loosely elasping the ends and enlarge* SR
ments upon said ends for preventing therings ..
from ‘becoming qeeldentally dlS]_)]dCBd sub- 55

stantially as set forth. o
2. The combmatlon Wlth h(ﬂ.dmg clampsi SRR
consisting, essentially, of a pailr of clamping-
Dbars each member of: which is rectangular . . .
cross-section and provided with tapering ends,
said tapering portions being nearer toone face
‘than the other faces, of aseetional bar to which ..+ .+
said clamps are secured, the said bar adapted -

to:be lengthened or shortened and the sections

locked in:any desired: adjustment, substan-:
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4., Holding- chmpb conéistmg, essentmlly, of

a pair of (,Ltmpmﬂ -bars each member of which - 80 o
is rectangular 1n cross-sectlon and provided

with mperlng ends, said tapering portlon‘s be- s

Ing nearer to one face than to the remaining
faces, for the purposesubstantially as set forth,

5. Holding-clamps consisting, essentially, of 8z
a pair of clmnping—bars each having a. series of
contiguous faces of different widths, said faces
having tapering ends, and flexible devices for
securing said bars together substantially as
set fmth

Intestimony wher cof Thaves ogned thisspeci-
fication in the presence of two subser ibing wit-
nesses.
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WILLIAM HENRY YOUNG.

Witnesses:
JOHN A. KIGHT,
Ricap. T. OLARLD
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