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o all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, WILLTAM H. CHAPMAN,

State of Connecticut, have invented a new Im-

5 provement in Buckle-Guards; and L do here-

by declare the following, when taken in con-

nection with accompanying drawings and the

letters of reference marked thereon, to be a

full, clear, and exact description of the same,

10 and which said drawings constitute part of
bhis specification, and represent in—

Figure 1, a pempectwe view of the guard
detached; F]b 2, a longitudinal section of the
strap and buckle, showi ing the guard applied;

15 Fig. 3, a front view of the same.

This invention relates toa gunard adapted to
be placed upon thestraps of a harness over the
buckle, and so as toprotect the buckle -tongue,
the object of the invention being the construe-

20 tion of a guard entirely mdependent of the
buckle, bub yet so as to be readily applied to
the same strap; and it consistsin the construe-
tion as hereinafter described, and more par-
ticularly reeited in the claim. -

The invention is designed more especially
for the brace-straps which support the breech-
ing of a harness.

In Fig. 2, A represents the standing-strap,
which carries a common single-tongue buckle,
30 and with which the free strap C .is engaged.

This 18 & common construction, and requires
no particular description.

The guard 1s adapted fo be fmphed to the
strap O and 8o as to cover the buclkle.

35 constructed as seen in Fig. 1, and consists of
a plate, D, of a size and extent to cover the.

25

buckle, and may be made of highly-ornamental |

character: At one end the two sides E E are

extended, and connected by a cross-bar, F, the |

i

It is | Substfmtmlly as described.

sides being curved backward from the plate

plate D. At the other end the plate D is con-
structed with a backwardly-turned hook, G,
the termination of which may be from the plate,
as Indicated in FFig. 1, or beneath the plate, as
indicated in broken lines insame figure, The
width between the two sides Ii IE is sufficient

to permit the strap C to pass between the bar

' and the plate D. |
The guard 1s set onto the strap before the
strap 1s passed through the buckle, then the
strap 1s engaged with the buckle in the usual
manner, then the hook ¢ is introdneced through

a corresponding hole, H, in the strap C, and
5 53

so that 1ts hooked end passes inside the strap
and then the end of thestrap is tucked through
the loop in the usual manner. This leaves the
guard upon the outside of the strap and over
the buckle-tongue. The sides of the plate, be-
ing turmned beekweld inclose the edges of the
Stmp so that the “‘lhll d not only pBIfOl ms a
very usetul fanction in connection with the

bueckle, but adds greatly to the ornamentation
of the harness.

I clain—

The herein-described buckle-guard, consist-
ing of the guard-plate D, h‘wmu back w ardly-
cuwed e‘{tensmne from 0116 end connected by
a bar, Iy so as to leave a space between said
bar and plate for the 1nsertion of the strap
through the guard, the other end of the plate

Lermnntmn in a b%ellwmclly turned hook, G,

W. H. CHAPMAN.

Witnessges: |
GEO. D. CIIAPMAN,
K. C. MURPHY.
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| so as to bring the bar F out of the plane of the
of Middletown, in the county of Middlesex and -
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