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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, HERMAN FROEHLICH,
of Waterloo, in the eounty of De Kalb and

State of Indlan% have invented a new and

Sﬂlullmpmvementm Barial-Vaults, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention consists in an improvement
in burial or grave vaults, and has for its ob-
ject the providing of a cheap and durable

vault toreplace the commmon wooden boxnow in

general use as a receptacle for a coffin, and to
protect the body placed within from moisture
and all foreign substances, as will be herein-
after fully described, and pointed out in the
claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this specification, I‘w-
ure 11s a side elevation of my improved ba-
rial-vault. Fig. 2 is a vertical cross- Sectlonal
view of thesmne showing the end of a coffin
in position. I‘w' S 18 a top plan view of the
burial-vaualt, and Fig. 4 1s an enlarged detail
view illustrating more clearly the joint be-

tween the cover or top and the body of the

vault.

The same letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures.

Referring to the several pa,lts by IeLter‘ A
represents the upper and B the lower 1nrb of
my improved burial-vault, the burial-vault
being constructed of artificial stone, concrete,
or any other suitable material which may be
molded while in a plastic state. The sides
and endsof the lower part, B, slant ontwardly
and upwardly, as shown, zmd the upper part,
A, the sides of which are of sufficient depth
to give 1t a substantial arch, has the outer
fa(_,e of its sides and ends Slwl’ltlllﬂ‘ outwardly
and upwardly at a greater {mﬁle than the
sides of the lower p: ut B, for purposes here-
inafter specified. Theupper part, A, has suf-
ficient arch to enable it to resist the pressure
and weight of the earth when the grave is
filled, the outward slant of the lower portions
or edﬂ‘e of the top forming a thick strong
base for the arch. The joint between the

upper and lower part, where their edges meet,
18 constructed as clearly shown in I‘ln 4 of the
drawings, the sides of the shallow groove B’
in the upper edge of the lower pmt forming
an angle of about one hundred and tweuty

| slipping out of the same.

five degrees, and the edges of these sides turn
so as to meet the outside and inside surfaces
of the wall of the vault at equal angles, thus
avolding sharp angles as much as possible.
The joint 1s formed by making the shallow
groove or channel B’ in the edge of the lower
portion, and when the lower portion with this
channel 18 molded and formed and sufficiently
hardened the cover or upper part, A, is made
by placing the core and side and end pieces
of the mold for the cover in position right
over the sufficiently-hardened lower part, and
the grooved upper edge of the lower part is
used as the mold for the lower edge of the
cover, the cover orupper part, A, bemn formed
by ﬁllnw the plastic material into bhe mold
and into the grooved upper edge of the lower
part, which groove is provided with a thin
strip of sheet-lead to form aparting, whereby
a most perfect joint 18 formed, the ridge or
tongue thus formed on the lower edge of the
upper part fitting exactly in the channel in the
edge of the lower pairt, asshown. When clos-
1ng the vault after entombing the coffin therein,
thick oil, paint, soft putty, or its equivalent is
placed in the shallow channel B', and by lower-
1ng and placing the cover on the lower part it
does not require such exact adjustment, asthe
cover will slide by the meaus of the slanting
sides of the channel B’, and the thick 01]
paint, or 1ts equivalent spread over the slant-
1mg sides of the channel, to its exact place

without Injuring the joint, and at thesanetime

the thick oil, p.:unt or 1its equivalent cements
the edges of the cover and lower parts to-

| gether “and ef ffectually prevents the entrance

of any moisture or dampness. The outer faces
of the sides and ends of the lower part are
made slanting outwardly and upwardly, and
as the sides and ends of the upper part are of
less height than the lower part the outside
' faces of thesides and endsof the top are made
to Incline less abruptly than the sides of the
lower part, toadapt them to receive an adjust-

able and removable clamping-band, B, by
means of which the lower and uppei pfuts
may be handled, especially when lowering
them into the grave, the outward and upwmd
slanting of the sides affording a firm grip for
the band B, and preventing the said parts from

This adjustable
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band E, which is shown more clearly in Fig.

-3 of the drawings, is formed of two short end
 pieces, I, of band-iron, one at each end, and

to the ends of these end pieces are secured the
ends of short chains E’, which pass around the
round cornersof the vamt, (both thelowerand
upper parts of the vault being formed with
round corners, asshown, )and the ends of these

- ¢chains which comeon thesides of the vault are
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provided with the eyebolts I, having thescrew-
threaded portions F';and the adjustable side
pieces of the band are formed each of two sec-
tions,G G',of band-iron, the meeting ends of

the sald SECthI]b oV ellclppl ng and being formed

with a seriesof apertures, thmufrh which con-
necting-bolts pass, which armngement permits

- of said sections being adjusted to regulate the

2C

length of the said side pieces according to the
length of the particular vault to which the
band is being applied. The free ends of the
side pieces are bent outwardly at right angles,
asshown,andformed withaperturesG? through

~which the threaded portions of the eyebolts

F slide, and nuts H are then screswed upon the

ends of the said bolts, by tightening which the
-chains E*and theentireband are firmly secured

around the part of the vault which 1s to be
handled.. Handles I I are bolted to the sides
of the side piecesof the band for convenlence

> in bhandling the parts of the vault, and bands

or ropes are passed through the handles in
lowering the parts into the grave.

The tOp of the top part, A, is formed with
the central panel, K, which prowdes a place for
an Inscription, and a marble slab, 1, may be

inserted in this panel, if desired.

From the foregoing deseription, taken in

- connection with the accompanying drawings,
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~ joint will be formed. Such perfect-fitting joint |
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the construoction and advantages of my im-

proved burial-vault, with the combination of
‘the clamping-band, will be readily understood.

It will be seen that by molding or casting the
lower edge of the upper part or cover right

-oun the upper edge of the lower part, and by

having a fresh 11101ded cover remailn thereon
until the material of which the vault is formed
is sufficiently hardened, a most perfect-filting

cannot be obtained by forming the bwo parts |
separate from each other. Another good and
new feature of my vaulb Is this: By locating

the joint between the upper and lower palt
about the middle of the height of the vault it
gives suificient height to constmeb the cover
of the vault with ahlﬂh arch, and thus, in con-
nection with the outward and upw ard slant-

-
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| ing faces of the sides and ends, the cover be

comes necessarily the stronn*est part of the
vault.

The adjustable clampmw ‘band with its han-
dles, in combination with the outward and up-
ward slanting sides and ends to which it is
fastened, as described above and shown in
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Figs. 1 and 3 of the drawings, is a contrivance

by which both parts of the vault can be easily
handled and lowered into the grave, and it
is especially indespensable when closing the
vault after the coffin is entombed, and also
useful for removing the cover froin the core
over which it was molded, the tightening and

clamping force of the band being brought to

bear around the outward and upward sla,nt

ing faces of the sides of the new-formed cover, -

theleby preventing any strain and breakmn‘
up the cover, even 1if the core were removed

before the material of which it is formed be-
came sufficiently hardened.

I am aware that grave e-vaults constmcted
of two parts have been formed of artificial
stone. Such I do not desire to claim, broadly;

but so far as I know no one has heretofme'

prodaced an artificial stone vault in the man-
ner above described.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— -

1. In a burial or orave Vaulb consisting of

two parts and made of plastic material, the
combination, with the lower and upper parts
having the inclined sides and ends and the
round corners, of the adjustable ciamping-

band with its hfmdles as and for the purpose

set forth.,
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2. An adjustable clamping-band for raising -
or lowering. vaults or coffins, comprising side

plates or bands having handles and chains
connecting the ends ot sald plates or bmnds,
sul}stautla;lly as set forth.

3. An adjustable clamping-band for raising '

or lowering vaults or coffins, consisting of the

side plates or bands formed of two sections ad-
justably connected and having handles and

the chains connecting the oppoalte ends of the

said plates or bands, Sllbstm]tlall y as set forth.
4. The combmatlon with the side plates,

G G, adjustably connecbed at their inner ad-

jacent ends, of the end plates, E' K/, and the

corner clmins, I¥%, and eyebolts connecting said

end and side plates, substantially as set forth.

HERMAN FROEHLICH.
Witnesses: | |
W. O. BUTLER,

WILLIAM D. PARR.
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