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1o all whom & may concerm:

Be it known that I, JouN FRANK MEADOR,
of Prescott, in the county of Yavapaiand Ter-
ritory of Arizona, have invented a new and

5 Improved Paper-Cutter, of which the follow-
ing 18 a full, clear, and exact deseription.

The object of my invention is to provide a
new and lmproved paper -cutter specially
adapted for cutting or tearing express money-

10 orders or other papers where steps are left in
the torn edge of the paper, so as to indicate
the amount of the value of the order.

The invention consists of a number of plates
sliding on top of each other and each project-

5 1ng at one side a short distance beyond the
corresponding sideof the next following plate.
- The invention consists in the construction
and arrangement of certain parts and details
and combinations of the same, as will be fully

20 described hereinafter, and then pointed out in
the claims, |

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a pari of this specification,
In which similar letters of reference indicate

25 corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figurel is a plan view of my improvement,
with the money-order on which it has been
used partly torn off. Thig. 2 isasectional end
elevation of my improvement, and Fig. 3illus-

30 trates a money-order and stub after the order
18 detached.

My improved paper-cutter A consists of a
number of plates, B, C, D, and T, preferably
of thin sheet metal and mounted to slide one

35 on top of the other, so that the several plates
can be drawn apart, as shown in Fig. 1. The
means employed for permitting the plates to
slide one on top of the other may be varied;
but the meansillustrated in the drawings con-

40 sist of a cylinder, I¥, formed in each plate be-
tween 1ts side edges, said cylinder being open
at the bottom throughout its length. Over

each cylinder I' is fitted to slide the cylinder

I of the next following plate, and so on. One

45 end of each cylinder is provided with a stop,

(1, to prevent the plates from sliding past one
another when closed, so that the outer end of
one plate abuts against said stop G of the next

- lower plate.
50  One side, B, of the lowest plate, B, is pro-

a——

' vided with an ineclined shoulder, H, which

forms the two parallel edges I and J on the
edge of said side B, and the next following
stide, C, has one side, €/, projecting a short dis-
tance beyond the edge J of the slide B, and
the side €' is provided with an edge, K, par-

allel to the edges J and I. The upper end of
the plate C is provided with -an incline, L,

next to the edge K, which incline is.parallel
with the i1ncline H on the plate B. The next
slide, D, has one side, D, projecting beyond the
edge K of the plate C, and said side D’ also
forms the edge N parallel with the edges K, J,
and I.  On theupper end of the plate D, next

to the edge N, is formed the incline O, parallel ¢

with the inclines Land H. The next slide, B,
18 similar in construction to the slides C and
D,and is provided with the edge P, parallel
to the edges N, K, J, and I, and also has an in-
cline, O, parallel to the inelines O, I, and H.
My improved paper-cutter is used to tear
money-orders or other papers from stubs, so
as to leave the torn edge with steps which in-
dicate by numerals the amount of the value
of the money-order. Thesesteps, which indi-
cate theamountof the value,vary for different

sums, and the paper is to be torn at different

places, according to the value to be indicated.
With my improved cutter I am enabled to
tear the order from the stub by first drawing
the several plates B, C, D, and E apart until
the steps or inclines I, 1., O, and Q correspond
with the steps of the order, the distance and
width between the several edges I, J, K, N,
and I’ being equal to the several numerals
placed beside each other on the money-order,
as shown in Ifig. 3. The cutter is now placed
In position on the money-order, and the order
1tself 1s torn from the stub at a zigzag line
(represented by the edges I, J, K, N, and P,
and the inclines H, 1, O, and Q,) whereby the
stub and the order indicate the amount or
value of the order, as shown in Fig. 3, which,
forinstance, indicate thevalue at $33.33. Any
number of sliding plates may be employed.
The side T of the first or bottom plate, B,
projects a short distance beyond the corre-
sponding edges of the other plates, and is pro-
vided at its lower end with anineline, T, form-
Ing a step. This edgeT is used for tearing off
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senders’ receipts {rom money orders and for'| said edges of the several plates being paralle]

| Other puarposes. |
Having thus des cribed my 11wentlon what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters :

5 Patent, is—

1. Asa new article of manufdcture, a paper-
cutter consisting of plates sliding one on top
of the other, and each plate projeeting_ at one
side a short distance beyond the correspond-
10 ing side of the next following plate, substan-
tm]]y as shown and descubed ' :

2. A paper-cutter consisting of a number of
plates mounted to slide ene on top of the other,
one side of each plate projecting at its e(‘]ne

15- beyond the e(]ge of the next follomng plate

Substantlally as shown and described.

- 3. A paper-cutter consisting of a number
of plates mounted to slide one on top of the

other, one side of each plate projecting ab its

edge beyond the edge of the next following

20

pldte said edges bemo' pa,mllel and each plate

being prewded with an .inclined step on 1ts

respective parallel edge, subsmntlally asshown
| fmd deserlbed |

JOHN FRANK MDADOR

Witnesses:
. 'W. BL;&KE,
J. H. CARPENTER.
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