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. To all whom it may concern:
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Be 1t known that 1, ALEXAND TR STEPHEN
BAILEY, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Seney, in the county of Polk and State of
(reorgia, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Car-Couplings, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to lmnrovements in
car-couplings; and it consistsin a certain novel
construction and arrangement of parts fully
set, forth her einafter, and specifically pointed
out in the elaim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side view of
two couplers constructed according to my in-
vention. Ifig. 2 1s a longitudinal section of
the same, FIU‘ 318 a t0p plan view of one of
the draw- hEddS

Referring by letter to the drawings, A des-
1gnates the draw-head, having the or{lnmry
flared mouth, and the upper side of the said
head--is_lefb'ol)en and provided with a pivoted

~lid or door, B, having a longitudinal slot, C,
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therein. Within the draw-head ispivoted the
coupling-hook D, under the lid B, and having
a downwardly- beveled front end. The Iowe:
end . of the said hook is adapted, when in its
lowered or engaging position, to rest in aslot

or socket, L, in the lower side of the draw-

head opening.

G designates an uncoupling cord or chain
attached at thelowerend tothe coupling-hook
near the front end and. passing up thlough
the slot C in the lid or door B, whence it is
conveyed over a pulley or through any suib-
able guide, so that the other end of the said
cord or chain will bemthlu reach of the train-
hands.

The coupllnn' lmk 1S represented by the let-
ter H. |

The 0pe1 ation of the devm_e will be obvious
from the above. As two cars provided with
my improved couplers approach each other to
couple, the front end of the coupling-link,
which 1s borne by one of the draw-heads, en-
ters the flared mouth of the other draw-head,

‘bears against the beveled iront end of the hook

As the hookis |
directly under the pwoted lid or door B, and |

therein, and raises the same.

—

is in contact with the under side thereof, as
the hook rises it also raises the front end of

‘the sald lid or door, and when the coupling-

link has passed sufﬁclently into thedraw-head
the hook will drop, engaging at the end in the
slot 1n the lower side of the draw-head open-

1ng, and the lid B will also drop.
The ohjectin providing the upperside of the
draw-head with a pivoted or hinged lid is as

follows: The hook must be of sufficientsize to
be strong enough to withstand the strain im-
posed upon it, and it is of advantage to have
the draw-head as smail as possible. There-
fore there must be an opening in the upper
side of the draw-head to allow the hook to op-

erate, and, as to leave the said opening open
at all tlmeswou]d allow dirt to enter the draw-

head and interfere with the action of the hook,

the sald opening is provided with a lid which

| will be operated by the hook, rising when it
risesand closing the openingat all other times.

A farther ob_]e(,t of the said lid or door is to
render the hook heavier to form a surer coup-

- ling.

Havmn* thus described - my Iinvention, I
claim—

In a car-coupling, the combination of the
draw-head A, havmw an opening in the upper
side, couphnn* hook pivoted within the draw-
head and having a beveled front end and

adapted to engageatthe endin aslot or socket

in the lower side of the draw-head, the piv-
oted or hinged door or lid B over the opening

in the upper side of the draw-head, having a

slot, G, therein, the said lid being adapted to
be raised by the hook when a couplmg 18

formed and to close the said opening in the
' lowered position, and the cord or chain con-

nected to the end of the hook and passing
through the slot C, as and for the purpose

_Spemﬁed

In testimony that I claim the foregomﬂ‘ as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

ALEXANDER STEPHEN BAILEY
Witnesses:

W. J. BRIDGES
HENRY BoXx.
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