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To all whom it may concermn: o
Be it known that I, Louls MESSER, a citi-
zen of the United States,residing at New York,
In the county and State of New York, have
Invented new and useful Improvements in
Clasps, of which the following is a specifica-

This invention relates to improvements in
clasps for such articles as clothing, purses,
bags, receptacles, and the like, whereby a se-
cure closing is obtained, as set forth in the
following specification and claims and illus-

~trated in the accompanying drawings, in

.15

which— .
Figure 1 is a plan view of a clasp. Fig. 2

I a section in the plane z #, Fig. 1. Fig. 3is |

~adetail plan view of a top plate of a clasp.
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away.

Fig.41s a plan view of a base-plate of a clasp.
Fig. 518 asection similar to that shown in Fig.
2, but on a larger scale,and parts being broken
Fig. 6 i3 a detail view of a spring.
Fig. 7 is a detail view of a detent. Fig. 8 is

a longitudinal central section of a modifica-

tion. Fig. 9 is a plan view of a spring and
detent used in the device shown in Fig. 8.
Fig. 10 1s a similar view to Fig. 8, the clasp
being open. Tig. 11 is a section in the plane
Yy, Fjg; 8. o | . |

Similarletters indicate corresponding parts.

In the drawings, the letter A indicates a
base-plate, and B is a top plate. - Said plates
are jointed to one another so that the top
plate can swing on the base-plate. Pivots or

pins C are shown secured to the top plate, |

and by causing said pins to rest against shoul-
ders or in a recess in the base-plate, as seen in
Fig. 11, the top plate can swing on the base-
plate. A toe, D, projects from the top plate.
A spring, E, is secured to the base-plate and
acts on said toe. In the drawings the toe D
18 shown with its free end resting forward of

the joint C, so that the action of the spring E |

on the toe D tends to throw the top plate to
ifs open position. (ShowninFig.10.) To the
base-plate is secured a detent acting on the
toe D. Said detent is shown in the form of a
spring-detent and as consisting of a spring, F,
and of a lug or catch, G. When the top
plate is closed, as seen, for example, in Figs.

"5-0 2 and 5, the lug G rests in front of the freel a

‘end of the toe D, and thus holds the top plate,

B, locked inits closed position. To open the
clasp the lug G is pressed against the resist-
ance of the spring F and away from the toe D
until said lug G is clear of the toe, when the
top plate, B, is free to open.

To allow the spring-detent to be readily op-
erated to release the plate B, a finger-piece or
release, H, is secured to the spring F, and by
pressing on said finger-piece the spring-detent
F G is moved so as to release the plate B. To
the top of the finger-piece H is secured a head,
I, which forms a convenient surface on which
to rest the finger for actuating the spring-de-
tent ¥ G. | -

- From thebase-plate A projects a shoulder or
shoulders,K,into the path of the head I, so as

to form a stop to limit the motion of the head

and of the spring-detent F G. Said spring-
detent can thus not be actuated to such an ex-

tent as to break the spring F, while said de-
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tent 1s free to move sufficiently to lock and re-

lease the plate B.

The springs I I, as seen in Figs. 6 and 7,
can be formed of two pieces of spring metal,
each having an eye, L, for the reception of a
stud or rivet, M, to secure said springs to the

plate A; or, as seen in Fig. 9, the springs

E F can be formed from one piece of spring

‘metal. |

In Figs. 8, 10, and 11 are shown locks to
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which are applied the springs E F, formed

from one piece of metal, as shown in Fig. 9. -

The stud M rises from the base-plate, and

sald stud 18 adapted to enter an eye or hole in
a portion of an article—such as a garment—
which 1s to be closed by said clasp. In place
of the stud M rising from the base-plate,a stud
might be caused to extend from the top plate;
but I prefer a stud extending from the base-
plate. | |

What I claim as new,and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— |

1. The combination, with a base-plate and

a top plate jointed to each other, and a toe
projecting from said top plate, of a detent and
a spring secured to the base-plate and made
to act on said toe, substantially as set forth.

2. The combination, with a base-plate and
top plate jointed to each other, and a toe
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projecting from said top plate, of a detent and
a spring secured to the base-plate and made to
act on said toe, and a finger-plece for operat-
ing said detent, substantially as set forth.

3. The combination, with a base-plate and
a top plate jointed to each other, and a toe
projecting from said top plate, of a detent and
a spring secured to the base-plate and madeto
act on said toe, and a stop, K, for limiting the
motion of said detent, substantially as set
forth. |

4. The combination, with a base-plate and
a top plate jointed to each other, and a toe
projecting from said top plate, of a detent and
a spring secured to the base-plate and made to
act on said toe, afinger-piece provided with a.
head, I, for operating said detent, and ashoul-
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der or stop, K, projecting from the base-plate
into the path of said head, substantially as set
forth. | -

5. The combination, with a base-plate and
a top plate jointed to each other, and a toe
projecting from said top plate,of a spring pro-
vided with a detent, @&, said spring and detent
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being both made to act on said toe, substan- 25

tially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand and seal in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

LOUIS MESSER. [L.s.]
Wiltnesses:

W. C. HAUTFF,
. F. KASTENOHUBER.
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