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To all whom it may concern:

Be it-known that I, WILLIAM GORDON, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Shank - Pieces for
Boots or Shoes, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention has for its object to prowde

a shank - piece for boot or shoe soles, which

shall be at once cheap and strong and capa,ble
of retaining any curvature that may be im-

parted to it.
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The invention consists in ashank-piece com-
posed of a strip of leather-board and a stiffen-
ing-rod of malleable or untempered metal ca-
pable of retaining any form into which it may
be bent, sald rod being bent and peointed at its
ends to form spurs whereby the rod isattached

to the leather-board strip, said rod being
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molded or bent with the leather-board strip
into any desired curvature and keepmg said
strip permanently curved.

Of the accompanying drawings, forming a

part of this specification, Figure 1.represents

a side view of my improved shank - piece.

Fig. 2 represents a section on line z », Fig. 1.

F'ig. 3 represents a section on line y y, Fig. 1.

~ Fig. 4 represents a perspective view of the
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stiffening-rod.
In carrying out myinvention I form a shank-

- plece, a, of leather-board, the under side of
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the piece being prefelably beveled along its
edges, as usual, to bring the entire margin of
the pilece to a thm edge. 1 then take a rod,

b, of any suitable malleable metal Wlthoub
_temper using, by preference, untempered steel,

and point and bend the ends thereof to _fm‘.m

spurs b’ o', about at right angles with the body .

of the rod. I then press the spurs b’ & into
thé under side of the leather-board piece «

until the body of the rod is in close contact

with said piece, and preferably somewhat em-
bedded therein, sufficient pressure being em-

| ployed to indent the leather-board and cause

the rod to form for itself a cavity therein, as
shown in Fig. 3. The spurs b’ b are turned
or clinched at their points by contact with a
suitable metallic clinching-surface while they
are being driven in, the rod being thus firmly

‘united to the leather-board. After this the

piece ¢ and rod & may be molded or bent Into
any desired curvature, which is made perma-
nent by the malleability of the rod. Therod
18 s0 thick and strong that it cannot be broken
by any pressure to which it is liable to be sub-
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jected when in a boot or shoe, such as the

pressure that would be exerted by the wear-
er’s foot on a spade or like implement; hence
the improved shank is particularly useful in
boots or shoes such as are worn by laborers,

its combined cheapness and strength render-

ing it particularly desirable for such purposes.
My invention is distinguished from a leather-
board shank having a piece of spring-steel riv-

eted to it—such as has been before known—by

the fact that the metal portion is malleable

and not springy, and is therefore capable of
retaining the shank in any desired curvature,

while the spring-piece is limited to the curva-
tureoriginally imparted to it before tempering.
I claim— |
The herein-desceribed shank, composed of a

strip of leather-board having a rod of mallea-

ble metal embedded therein, said rod having
spurs formed on its ends mserted and clinched

in the leather-board strip, and curved with the .

leather-board to permanemlv retain the latter
in 1ts curved position, substantldlly as Speel-
fied.

Intestimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification, in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses,this 18th day of Mareh. 1387,

- WILLIAM GORDON.

Witnesses:

C. F. BROWN,
A. D. HARRISON.
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