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Io all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, ALEXANDER T. BAL-
LANTINE, of Cleveland, in the county of Cuya-
hoga and State of Ohio, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Tobacco-
Packages; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a fall, clear, and exact description of
the invention,such as will enable others skilled
1n the art to which it pertains to make and use
the same. | - | |

My invention relates to an improved to-

a novel mouth-piece and cover are employed,
the object being to provide asuperior package
at a minimum cost. -

In the class of tobacco-packages to which my
inventionrelates clothsacksareemployed hav-
Ing strings running into the cloth for closing the
mouth of the sack. Such packages are incon-
venient and wasteful in use. Heretofore to-
bacco-pouches, and sometimes packages, have
been made with mouth-pieces and stoppers,
capsor slides; but these have usually been too
complicated and expensive to be applied to
ordinary tobacco-packages. I have therefore
devised the package illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings. R

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of my
improved tobacco-package. Tig. 2isan en-
larged elevation in section through the cen-
ter of the mouth-piece and cover.

A represents a cloth sack with a string, «,
for closing the month thereof, such as has com
monly been used for this purpose.

B is the mouth-piece, the same consisting of

- a wooden thimble having an annular groove,

b, for attaching thesack, and having a slight

" noteh, ¥, made approximately in a radial di-
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rection and at the outer end of the thimble and
on the opposite side to where the cover is
pivoted. The cover consistsof a wooden disk,
C, the latter being pivotally secured to the
mouth-piece by a pin or screw, d, by which

- arrangement the cover may be turned laterally
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in opening or closing the mouth-piece. A

- groove, ¢, 18 made on the under side of the

cover, said groove extending substantially in

- a radial direction part way across the disk.
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A spring, ¢, consisting of a piece of light
spring-wire, is driven into the disk at the in-

In Fig. 2, the free end of the spring protrud-
ing slightly beyond the periphery of the disk
and mouth-piece for operating the same.

-ner end of the groove ¢, substantially as shown |

When the disk is in position closing the
mouth-piece, the spring ¢ enters the notch &’
and locks the cover. By pressing up on the
free end of the spring the latter is forced up
into the groove ¢ and out of the noteh &', with
which position of the spring the ecover may be
turned laterally in either direction. In clos-
ing the cover, the spring, by engaging the end
of the mouth-piece, is held back in the groove
¢ until it reaches the notch §’, when, by the re-
coil of the spring, the free end of the latter en-
ters this notch and again locks the cover. In
assembling the parts the mouth-piece is set in
the mouth of the bag and the string is drawn
tight to contract the mouth of the bag into the
groove b, after which the string is tied.

The device,while it is convenient and effect-
ive, can be made at such a trifling cost that

16 18 believed 1its adoption will inecrease the

market value of such package far beyond the
initial cost of such improvenient.

What I ¢laim is—

1. In a tobacco-package, the combination,
with a wooden thimble or mouth-piece having
an annular external groove on the same for
attaching the sack, of a wooden disk or cover
pivoted to the mouth-piece, so as to turn later-
ally, and aspring connected with the cover and
made to engage a notch in the thimble for hold-
ing the cover In its closed position, substan-
tially as set forth. - |

2. In a tobacco-package, the combination,

with a wooden thimble serving as a mouth-
| plece, the same having an annular external

groove for attaching the sack and a notch at
theouterend forengaging aspring, of a wooden
disk serving as a cover for the mouth-piece,
said disk being pivoted to the mouth-piece, so
as to turn laterally in opening or closing the

-mouth - piece, a spring connected with the

cover for engaging the notch of the mouth-

-pleceinthelocked position of the cover, and a

groove in the cover toreveivethespring in un-

locking the device, the parts being arranged
Substantially as set forth.

Intestimony whereof I havesigned thisspeci-
fication, in the presence of two witnesses, this
30th day of March, 1887. |

" ALEXANDER T. BALLANTINE.
 Witnesses:

CHAS. H. DORER,
- ALBERT E. LYNCH.
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