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Be it known that I, WiLLiAM L. RICE, a
citizen of the United States and a resident of
Columbus, county of Fr auklm and State of
Ohio, lmve invented a certain new and useful
Implovemenb in String-Holders, of which the
following 18 a Spemﬁefltlon

My invention relates to the improvement of
string-holding devices, and has particular re-
]ation to that class of string-holders adapted
for the use of druggists and chemists; and the
objects of my invention are to prowde a neat,
simple, and inexpensive device of this class,
to so coustruct the same as to admit of the
wrapping-string being held within the holder,
either in the form of a ball or wound upon a
reel so pivoted within the holder as to admit
of its being readily unwound for use from the
exterior, and to provide a suitable outlet-tube
for the string, and to combine with the latter
a string -severing knife, as hereinafter
Scnbed These obwcts bi accomplish in the
manner illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, 1n which—

Tigure 1 is aside elevation of my mlproved
‘Stllnﬂ holder. Iig. 2 1s asectional view taken
through sald holder and the string-reel. Fig.
g 18 a plan view. Fig. 4 is a plan view with
the top removed. I‘1g 1S a view 1n perspec-

tive of the cup-cover, showmﬂ‘ the under side

thereof. ~

Similar letters refer £o similar parts tthl]ﬂ‘ll
out the several views.

a represents a-cup formed of metal or othel.
suitable material, and shaped to represent a
druggist’s mor tar. This cup « 18 provided
with a detachable disk-shaped top plate, b,
having a downwardly-extending flange about
its outer edge, said flange being so seated and

adapted to fit within the mouth of the cup as

to bring the upper surface of the top p]dte
flush Wlth the top of the cup.
The flange of the top plate above described

s prowded with an inward bend at its lower
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for the purpose hereinafter described.

edge, thus forming a circular guide-flange, e,
This

guide-flange ¢ is cutaway at intervals to form
two or more notches, d. . -
¢ represents two ormore track- hws consist-
1ng of short strips of metal having their lower
ends riveted or otherwise secured to the inner |

de-

N

-

+ ends of a reel or spool rod, %

surtace of the cup at intervals corresponding
with the intervals between the notches d. The
upper portion of each of the lugseis provided
with an inward aud thence outwald bend, as
shown.

J represents the Stunﬂ‘ outlet, consisting of
a metallic tube made to praJect upw "Ll‘dly ab
an angle with the top plate in the form of a
pestle. - The tube f is preferably formed with
the top plate, and, having a string-opening in
1ts outer end, has ItS lower end commumcatmﬂ*
with the mterlm of the cup through a hole
formed in the top plate, from about w vhich the
pestle-shaped ‘tube projects.

g represents a thin knife-blade made to ]_310
ject from one side of the tube f. This blade
g may be formed with the tube, but is prefer-

ably held, as shown in the drawings, between =~
70

two Outwardly 13r03<30t1rw lugs, h, said lugs

‘having formed in their lower and upper snde,

resPectlver, slots adapted to receive and hold
the ends of said knife-blade. |
Made to extend downwardly from the under

side of the top plate, on opposite sides of the.
center thereof, areshort metallicarms 4, which |

may be formed with said top plate or secured
at their upper ends thereto in any well-known
manner. ‘I'he lower ends of the depending
arms ¢ are perforated to receive loosely the
Thearms ¢ are
formed of thin metal, a,nd are made to incline
slightly toward each other.; The rod k& is some-

what longer than the distance between the

arms ¢, and having had a spool of string or

cord mounted 1005@1y thereon, it has its re-.

spective ends inserted within the perforations
of the arms ¢ by forcing the lower ends of the
latter apart su. ﬁmently, and then allowing

‘them to spring-back to their normal pOSltl(}l]

The loose end of the string having first been
passed through the tube f and out; thmun*h the
opening in the top of the same, the top phte
may be secured in its pesmon by so placing
1t on the cup as to cause the lugs ¢ to enter the
notches d.
ing the guide-flange ¢ to slide within the bent
portlons of the lun*s ¢ until the flange ¢, by its
engagement with the lugs e, prevents bhe es-
cape upwardly of the tep plate. A stop-lug,
n, formed beneath the flange ¢ at one cdge of
oune of the notches d, pmvents by its engage-

The plate is then turned, allow-.
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ment with one of the lugse, the turning of the

top plate in more than one direction, and
serves to limit the movement of the top plate.
By the construction above deseribed it will

be observed that the string p may be unwound .
from the reel or spool q by pulling on the {ree

outer end, and that after the desired portion 1s
used the string may be severed by foreing it
against the sharp edge of the blade ¢g. It will
also be seen that, when desired, an ordinary

‘ball of wrapping-twine may be placed within

the mortar and allowed to rest on the bottom
thereof,while 1ts free end i1s made to pass out,
as above descr 1bed, through the tube 7.

In case the reel 1s used, bhe spool ¢ may be
as above described, readily replaced,when ex-
hausted, by new ones

W’hlle the Shqpe of my newly - invented

-——

371,977

string-holder is designed especially for the use

of druggists and chemists, it may be utilized 20

as a string-holder in all branches of business.
Having now fully described my invention,
what I elaim, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, 1s—

In a string-lolder, the combination of the
mortar- Sh'lped cup «, ha.vmo' the internal bent
lugs, e, with the top p]ate, b, having the
notched flange ¢, depending arms ¢, support-
ing-reel-rod k and the pestle- "-‘h’lped tube 7,

the latter hwmg projecting from one side 30 :

thereof a knife-blade, g, substantially as and
for the purpose Speclﬁed -
| WILLIAM L. RICE.
Wilnesses:
ALEX. H. JOHNSON,
"W. S. SHEPHERD.
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