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‘in use.
“bands, which have their ends pivotally se-

- shortest.
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent N 0. 3‘?]_.,905, dated October 18, 1887,

Application filed July 1, 1887, Serial

No. 243,123, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, MAUDE W. TOOKER, a
citizen of the United qutes, residing at New
York, in the county of New York and State of
New York, have invented 'a new -and useful
Improvement in Bustles, of which the follow-
ing is a specification. |

My invention relates to improvements 1n

bustles, and has for its object to provide a

bustle which can be readily folded into a small
compass when not in use, which will retain its
shape when on the wearer, and which can be
adjusted 1n 1ts slmpe as suits the wearer.

A further object is to provide a bustle of
simple construction which will belight, strong,
and durable..

These objeets I attain by the construction
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which— - |

Ifigure 1 18 a perspeective view of a bustle
construeted in accordance with my inveuntion.
I'ig. 2 is a similar view showing 1t folded, and
Ifig. 3 1s an edge view of the same.
 Referri ing 111019}?.)&1‘131011]&11}, to the drawings,
in which the same letters of reference indicate

the same parts throughout the several views,

A designates a flab spring-band, having 1ts
ends @ a brought together and secured, as
shown, to form the base of the bustle. B B
designate two straps, of any suitable mate-
rial, plondul with buckles 6 b and secured
aACT 05% the base of the bustle, asshown. These
straps, when properly tightened, serve to give
the base A of the bustle an elliptical shape,

whereby it acquires the necessary tension to

maintain the shape of the bustle when 1t 18
C, D, and E designate cross bars or

cured to the base-band on diametrieally-op-
posite sides of the' same. These bands are of

unequal length, the uppermost one, C, being

the longest, “and the lowest one, H, bemn" the
The top band, C, also is ‘secuired to
the outer sides of the bwse band, while the
middle band, D, and the lowest band, I, are
secured to the inner sides of the same. 'This
construction enables me to fold the bustleinto
a small compass whenibis not 1n use, as clearly
shown in Fig. 2, the cross-bands D I folding
within the base-band, and the band C assum-

i

“tion.

concentric therewith. 'These cross bars or
bands support the clothing of the wearer; and
in order to increase their efficiency in this re-
spect I provide the strap F, of tape or other
suitable material, having 1ts opposite ends se-
cured respectlvely,to the top and bottom ofthe

I base- b:md,_ and being secured at intermediate

points to the cross- bands C D E atthe center of

‘the same, asshown. Thisstrap I servesto pre-

vent the weight of the clothing pressing the
Cross bars or b_m.lds down to SUCII an extent as
to destroy the shape of the bustle. It also

serves as a means for drawing the cross bands

or bars into their normal position after being
folded, as shown in Fig. 2, as the elliptic al
shape of the spring-band composing the base
of the bustle causes the top and boftom of the
same to draw upon the ends of the said strap
I, so that the cross-bands will be thereby
made to assume their normal position.

It will be readily seen from the drawings

{hat inasmuch as the cross-bands foid toward
the top of the bustle the bottom of the base-

band will exert a greater pull on the strap
I' than the top will; and in order to case
the strain on said strap I provide the supple-
mental straps G I, which have their lowest
ends secured to the bottom of the base-band
and their upper ends secured to the top cross-
band, C, and at intermediate points to the
10we1 cross-bands, D B. I designatesthe waist-
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band, which is secured to the top portion of

the base of the bustle by means of the straps
J, as shown.

In use the bustle is secured in position in

the usunal manner, and the straps B are ad-
jugted properly to give the bustle the shwpe
desired by the wearer.

It will be seen that T have provided a bustle
of very simple construction, and wlmeh 18 light
and cool.

When not in use, the bustle ean be folded
into a small compass, and will congequently
oceupy very little room.
found to be of peculiar advantage in packing
a large number of the bustles for transporta-
Another feature of my invention is its
adjustability in size and shape to suit the
tastes of the wearer. The straps or tapes can

be drawn in or let out by means-of the buckles

ing a position outside of the same and nearly | for this purpose.

This feature will be
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- bands arranged between and

10O

- flat elliptical spring base-band suspended
loosely therefrom and having its ends secured
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to the base-band at different points of attach-

Having thus deseribed my invention, whatI |

clalm, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18— |

1. A bustle comprising the waistband, the
continuous flat spring base - band suspended ;
loosely therefrom, and a series of bowed eross-
pivoted to the
sides of the base-band at different points
theregfupon independent pivots, substantially
as set forth. o :

2. A bustle comprising the waistband, a

together, and the transverse adjusting-straps
secured across the base-band near the top and
bottom of the same, substantially as set forth.

o. A bustle comprising the waistband, a
flat spring base-band loosely suspended there-
from, a series of cross-bands pivotally secured

ment, and a series of longitudinal straps con-
nected to the base-band and the cross-bands,
the central one of said straps being extended
above the cross-bands and secured to the top
of the base-band, substantially as set forth.
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4. A bustle comprising the waistband, the
elliptical base-band provided with transverse
adjusting-straps, the straps J, loosely suspend-

Ing the base-band from the waistband; and

the bowed cross-bands of different radii piv-

oted to.the base-band independently of each
other, substantially as specified. |

5. A bustle comprising a waistband, the
continuous spring base-band suspended loosely
therefrom, the bowed or curved cross-bands
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arranged between and pivotally secured to the -

sides of the base-band, the longitndinal straps
connecting the base and cross bands, and the
adjusting-straps B, connecting the sides of the
base-band, as set forth. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses. -

MAUDE W. TOOKER.

Witnesses:
Mrs, C. J. HALEY,
WM. V. A. PoE.
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