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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS S. GILBERT, of
New Haven, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new Im-

5 provementin Corsels; and I do hereby declare
the following, when taken in connection with

accompanying drawings and the letters of ref-

crence marked thereon, to be a full, clear, and !

exact description of the same, and which said
1o drawings constitute part of this specification,
and represent, in—

Figure 1, a side view of one-half of the cor-
set; Fig. 2, a transverse section throngh the
body and two of the overlays; Fig. 3, a verti-

5 cal central section through one of the pockets,
showing the overlay and the body of the cor-
set; Ifig. 4, a portion of the corset at the up-
per edge, showing the flap as raised, exposing
the upper ends of the pockets and stays; Fig.

20 o, an inside view of the corset at the lower
edge, showing a portion of the flap as turned
away to expose the openings through the body
1nto the pocket.

1This invention relates to an improvement

2; 1n that class of corsets in which the body is
formed from a single thickness of fabric in
contradistinetion to two thicknesses of fabric,
through which parallel lines of stitches are |
run to form pockets for the introduction of the

30 stays, but in lieu of which second thickness
narrow vertical strips of fabric are placed as
overlays upon the exterior of the single thick- |
ness and stitched thereto with parallel lines
of stitches to form the pockets, the object of

35 the invention being to adapt this class of cor-
sets to the use of steel or what are commonly |
called ““watch spring’”’ stays as a substitute
for bones. |

In the use of steel stays it is necessary that

40 the corset shall be constructed so that the stays
may be readily removed for laundering pur-
poses; but 1n the usual construction of this
class of corsets the pockets are closed at the
top and bottom, so that removal of the stays

45 necessitates ripping the ends of the pockets.
Again, under the best usage the watch spring
stays are liable to break. It is therefore de-
sirable that the corset should be constructed
so that these stays may be readily replaced

0 when broken.

- seb the body of which is composed of a single

thickness, combined with vertical overlays
upon the surface of the body of the corset, the
sald overlays stitched to the body of the cor- 55
set by parallel lines of stitches, forming ver-
tical pockets, the said overlying strips shorter
than the height of the corset, and so that the
pockets terminate below the upper edge of the
corset, but extend to the bottom of the corset, 6o
the body of the corset cut through into the-
pockets from the inner side, with a flap at the
top overlapping the open upper ends of the
pockets, and a tlap upon the inside of the cor-
set at the lower edge overlapping the openings 35
in the body of the corset upon the inside, as
more fully hereinafter described. |
- A represents the body of the corset, which

13 made from a single thickness of fabrie,
and may be cut {rom several pieces stitched ~o
together or woven or Kknit to the required
shape. Upon the outer surface of the corset,
at the points where stays are required, over-
lays or narrow strips of fabriec are applied, B
representing the first overlay at the rear, C 75
the second overlay, D the third overlay, the
sald overlays C D being one each side the ver-
tical hip-line, and K represents several verti-
cal overlays on the front or breast portion of
the corset. These overlays all extend from 8o
the extreme lower edge of the corset to a point
near the upperedge, asshown, and are stitched
to the body of the corset by vertical seams, as
shown, forming pockets to receive the stays.
These pocketls terminate with the overlays at 85
a point below the upper cdge of the corset,
and are there left open for the introduction or
removal of the stays. |

At the lower edge the corset is bound in the
usual manner, the binding inclosing both the go
body and thelower end of the overlays. Upon
the inner or reverse side the single thickness
or body of the corset is eut through above the
lower edge into the pockets, so as to form an
opening upon the inner side of the corset near gj
1ts lower edge inlo the respective pockets.
Upon the upper edge a flap, If, is stitched
upon the outside to extend down over the up-
per ends of the overlays, and this strip may
be hidden by an ornamental trimming. ICD

Upon the inside of the corset, at the lower

To this end the invention consists in a cor- ! edge, a flap, G, is stiteched to the corset, may
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- break occurs at the waist-line or at the short

20

20

- shown or deseribed,

35
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be included in the binding, and extends up [ tinuous upper edge, leaving the vertical pock
“above the openings in the body of the corset,

and Is secured to the corset by lacmgs as
shown, or otherwise. |

The stays, which are made of strips of fine
steel common]y called *‘watch-spring,”’ are
introduced into the pockets either at the top
or bottom. The stays, when in place, extend
ab their lower end below the pocket-opening

on the inside of the corset and to the bottom

of the pocket, so as to prevent their working
downward. At the upper end they are COv-
cred by the flap F, as shown.

The stays are readllv removed by raising
the flap at the top and withdrawing them from
their respective pockets. 1f astay breaks, the

bend. In either case the parts may be re-
moved, the one {from the top and the other
lhrough the opening in the body of the corset
upon the inside, and a new one may be intro-
duced at the upper end of the pockets, as be-

fore described. This construction makes a
very light corset adapted to the use of watch-

spring stays.
I.do not claim, broadly, a cmset hwmg the

body composed of a single thickness of fabric
‘with overlays stitched thereto to form pockets
for the stays, as such, I am aware, is not new.

- I'am algo aware of United States Patent No.
367,356, and do not claim anything therein
The corset 18 composed

of two thicknesses, one thickness ezbendmn‘
below the other thickness at the boftom of
the corset, and the said other thickness ex-
tending above the one thickness at the two,
so that one thickness formsa continuous lower
edge and the other thickness forms a con-

ing at the edge of the shorter thicknesses re-
spectively, and distant from the edges proper
of the corset, the present invention differ-
ing from that of the said patent in thab the
| corset is composed of one thickness only, with
narrow overlays,
lower edge of the corset only and cannot pro-
| ject beyond it; hence the openings into the
pockets must be cut through the smn*le thick-
ness or body of the corset into the pockets;
but

“What I do claim is—

A corset the body of wluch s composed of .

a single thickness of fabrie, combined with
vertical overlays upon the %urface of the said
body, said overlays extending from the lower
edge of the corset toa point below the upper
edge, and the said overlays stitched to the sald
body by parallel lines of stitches forming ver-
tical pockets, the said pockets termlmtmg at
the bottom at the lower edge of the corset, a

inclose the lower edge of the said body and
the lower ends of the said overlays, the said

side above the lower edge of the corset into

per edge of the said body and extending down
over the upper ends of the said ov elms with
stays in Stlld poc’k(,ts all Subst‘mtlally as de-
seribed.
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binding upon the lower edge of the corset to

‘body constructed with openings on the reverse

ets formed between the two thicknesses open- 40
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which must extend to the
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the said pockets, and a ﬂap secured to the up-
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