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'SPECIPICATION fmmi:;g part of Lietters Patent No. 371,169, dated October 11, 1887,
Appiication filed June 8, 1887. Serial No. 24D,§12. (No model.)

To all whony it may concern: . |
Be it known that we, JOSEPH FREEMAN

BrowN and GEORGE FRANCIS EDGINGTON,

citizens of the United States, residing at Pleas-

ant Corners, in the county of Franklin and

State of Ohio, have invented a new and usetul
Improvement in Floor-Clamps, of which the
following is a specification.

Our invention relates to improvements in
devices for tightening up flooring, weather-
boarding, &ec., before being nailed; and it con-
sists in certain novel features, hereinafter de-

seribed, and then pointed out in the claims.

In the annexed drawings, which fully illus-

trate our invention, Figure 1 is a perspective

view showing the device in operative posi-

tion. TFig. 2 is an elevation of the device.

Fig. 3 is a plan view with the handle or oper-
ating-lever removed. Fig. 41sa perspective
detail view of the guide for the presser-arm;
and Fig. b is a sectional view,enlarged,on line
x x, Xig. 3. | .
Referring to the drawings by letter, A des-
ignates a base-plate of any suitable size and
shape,and made from any material which will
combine lightness with the necessary strength.
On its under side this base plate is provided
with a depending stud, B, and this stud, in
connection with a bolt, C, passed through a
slot, C, is intended to hold the devicein oper-
ative position on a joist. Asshown in Kig. 1,
the stud is out of line with the bolt.” The bolt
C, being passed through a slot, C', can be ad-
justed to and from the stud B, so as to hold
the device upon a joist of any thickness. Near

one end of the base-plate, on the upper sur-

face of the same, we pivot the cam D, which

40

45

is surrounded by a ring or yoke, E, having

the presser-arm F extending therefrom and
formed integral therewith. To the uppersar-
face of the cam we secure the plate G, having
the upturned extension H, to which the handle
or operating-lever I issecured. "The presser-
arm ' extends past the side of the base-plate,

and has the presser-foot J pivotally connected

to its end by means of the plates K, having
one end rigidly secured tothe presser-foot and
the other end pivotally connected to the end
of the presser-arm. The outer edge of the

=0 presser - foot is provided with a groove, L, |

adapted to fit over the tongue on the edge of
the board to be pressed into position. The
presser-arm is guided in its movements by the
onide-plate M, which is secured to the under
side of the base plate in any desired manner,
and is provided at its ends on one edge with
the upturned ears N, which project past the
edge of the base-plate and on opposite sides of
the presser-arm.

. From the foregoing description it is thought

the operation of our device will be readily un-
derstood. The base-plateis rested on the joist,
with the stud B and bolt C bearing agalnst

| opposite sides of the same, and this bolt and

stud are made angular, as shown, so asto pre-

vent the slipping of the device when in oper-

ation. The presser-foot is placed in proper
position against the board to be pressed into
place, and the operating-lever turned so as to
rotate the cam and cause it to force the presser-
foot against the board and press the same into

place. o |
It will be observed that our device 1s ex-

tremely simple and can be manufactured at

a slight cost, that it can be quickly applied to
and removed from the joist upon which 1t is
designed to rest, and that it can be readily
adjusted to joists of different thicknesses.

By having the presser-foot pivotally con-
nected to the end of the presser-arm the
presser-foot isheld squarely against the board
whatever be the inclination of the presser-
arm. | |

Having thus deseribed our invention, what
we claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— B

1. The combination of the base-plate pro-
vided with means for securing it in position,
the cam pivoted upon the base - plate, the
presser -arm actuated by said cam, and the
operating-lever secured to the cam, substan-
tially as set forth. |

9. The combination of the base-plate pro-
vided with means for securing it upon the

operating-lever secured to the cam, the presser-
arm actuated by the cam, and the presser-foot

pivotally secured to the outer end of the

presser-arm, substantially as specified.

3. The combination of the base—pl’ate,-the
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joist, the cam pivoted on the base-plate, the g5
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cam pivoted thereon, the lever secured to the
cam, the presser-arm actuated by the eam, the
presser-foot secured to the end of the presser-
- arm, and the guide-plate secured to the base-
5 plate and having the upturned ears on oppo-
site sides of the presser-arm, substantially as
described and shown.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as

our own we have hereto affixed oursignatures
in presence of two witnesses.

~ JOSEPH FREEMAN BROWN.
GEORGE FRANCIS EDGINGTON.

Witnesses:

W. B. ALBRIGHT,
RicaD. T. CLARKE.
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