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in Shirts; and I do hereby

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

G AAC P. TURNER, OF TROY, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR TO ANDREW L. CRAW-

FORD AND LAURA F. TURNER, BOTH OF SAME PLACE.

SHIRT.

SPECIFICATION

forming part of Letters Patent No. 37 1,154, dated Qsicker 4, 1887.
Application filed July 19, 1887.. Serial No. 244,714, (No model.)

To all whom it may CONCErn: |

Be it known that I, Isaac P. TURNER, 2
resident of the city of Troy, in the county of
Rensselaer and State of New York, have 1n-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description of
the invention, that will enable others skilled 1n
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accompa-

nying drawings, and to the letters of reference

marked thereon,which forma part of thisspeci-

fication.
Similar letters reier to similar parts in the
several figures therein. |

My invention relates to improvements 1n

- shirts; and it consists of the novel construction

and combination of parts, hereinafter de-

~ seribed, and pointed out in the claims..
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“ing cut partly from one Or
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improved means

The objects of the invention
pear in connection with the following descrip-
tion. - | -

Figure 1 of the drawings is a front view of
a yokeless shirt, showing my improved means
of extending the neck-opening in front. Fig.
2 is a back view of a yoke-shirt, showing my
of extending the neck-open-

Fig. 8 is a view 1n elevation

ing in the back.
.cut body ply detached. Fig.

of the diagonally

4 is a view in elevation of the overlapping.

piece detached. Fig. 5 is a view in elevation
of a detached body ply of a shirt as heretofore
constructed, showing the neck-opening ¢ and
slitted extension S. Figs. 6, 7, 3, 9,
ustrate modified forms of construction.
Qhirts are usually formed by joining two
body plies, called ‘¢ front’? and “‘back,’’ at
their sides by side seams and ab their tops,
when formed of separate pleces of fabrie,
either directly or to the opposite edges of an
intervening yoke, a central neck-opening be-
both of the plies,
and as heretofore constructed the neck-open-
ing has been enlarged or extended by a cen-
tral slit cut down one of the plies, to permib
of easily putting on and taking off the shirt,
substantially as shown at S 1n Fig. 5, A being
one of the body plies and g the neck-opening
cut therein. In such forms of construction

10, and 11

——

are made to ap-

the slit S is likely to tear 1n use, S0 as to ex- |

tend farther into the body of the shirt-ply, and
the opening formed by the slit is likely to
gape with each movement of the wearer.
Various forms of stays, gussets, and facings

have been employed to remedy these defects, 55

many of which are expensive t0 manufacture
and cumbersome to the wearer, and all require

buttons to keep the opening even partially

closed, while the buttonsare easily torn off in

laundering the shirts. |

One of the objects of my invention is to
avoid the necessity of the slit and the aftend-
ant stays and buttons.

In Fig. 1 I have shown an under-garment,
which usually opens in front. A 1S the front
body ply and B the back body ply. The plies
are united down their opposite sides by the
side seams, b, and to thesleeves D by the seams
b', which may for the purpose of this case be

called ‘‘side seams,”’ as they may be a contin-

aation of the side seam, b. The lines ¥ also
represent the outlines of the sleeve-openings.

The upper end of the ply A is secured to

the upper end of ply B from the neck to the
sleeve-opening on one side of the neck by the
shoulder-seam @, the shoulder part of the ply

| on the other side of the neck-opening being

cut away along the diagonal line J, extending

from the neck-opening to a point ab or near

the lower part of the sleeve-opeuning, as shown
in Fig. 3 and elsewhere. - The piece C (shown
detached in Fig. 4) is cub to correspond in
form with the upper part of ply. A, having the
diagonal edge J'.  This piece 18 secured along
its upper edge to the top of ply B, as shown
in Fig. 1, by the shoulder-seam «, and along one

side to the sleeve by the seam 0, the lower edge

and opposite side, €', overlapping the ply A

in such a manner that the two diagonal edges
J and J’ are about right-angular to each other,
(', of the piece being in-
unites the-
A, as shown in Fig. 1, or in the

the opposite side,
cluded in -the side seam, b’, which
sleeve to ply
side seam, b, which unites the two plies, as
shown in Fig. 2; or, when desired, the side C'
of the piece may terminate 11 a point and not
extend to the side seam, as shown by dotted
line J*in ¥Fig. 1.
is then stitched to the ply A Dby the line of

stitching G. It is obvious that there isno slit
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The lower edge of the piece
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es of the shirt, is held firmly

double protection to the lungs. -

y one piece
of fabric folded together and closed ‘at the sides
by side seams extending to poiuts neéar the
fold, between which points and the fold open-
ings are left for the arms, a central portion of
the fold being cut out to form the neck-
opening,

I have shown in Fig. 6 the two plies in one
plece of fabric, as described, laid out flat as
they would appear before the sides are seamed
together, the fold-line being indicated by the
dotted line x x. _

By cutting away one of the shoulder por-
tions, as before described, from each ply we
produce an opening in one side of the fabric,
bounded by the neck-opening ¢ and the dotted
lines n n. The double piece C O is then super-
imposed upon the plies, as shown and before
described, and stitched along its lower edges
to the respective plies, the upper portion of
the piece partly covering the place occupied
by the piece cut away and being secured in
the sleeve or side seam, -

The front and back plies of the shirt or other
garment may be formed of as many pieces as
desired without departing from my invention,
and I have shown in Fig. 8 a shirt-ply formed
of two pieces, A" and A% I have in the same
figure shown the piece C superimposed in its
proper position,relatively to the upper part of
the ply, to be stitched thereto. - The three
parts A’, A%, and C may all be united by a sin-
gle seam.

|, InTFig. 9 I have shown the single piece

| the lower edge bei
| before described, the e

{ diagonal edge J J';

to some other par

rby Letters Patent, is—

Mabric forming the body plies provided with

from the neck-opening through the side of the

ge being stitched to the

dge J,

edges of the part cut out it would become the

Iimited to any particular line of direction for
extending the neck-opening, and what I have
called ‘‘diagonal?’’ edges may be properly
called “‘loose’’ edges, since they are allowed
o remain loose and unstitched from the neck-
opening to the seam in which they terminate,
which isa seam employed to Join the body ply
t or portion of the shirt in-
dependently of the neck-opening, and may
for the purposes of this case be called = “ter-
minal’’ seam.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure

1. The combination, with a shirt having a
loose edge on a body ply forming one side of
the neck-opening and extending from said
opening laterally to a terminal seam beyond the
opposite side of the neck-opening, of an over-
lapping piece having a loose edge forming
the opposite side of the neck-opening and ex-
tending from the opening laterally across the
loose edge of the body ply to a terminal seam
beyond the first-mentioned side of the neck-op-
ening, the other edges of the piece being se-
cured to the contiguous portion of the shirt,
substantially as described, and for the pur-
poses set forth., |

2. Thecombination, with a shirt having one
of the shoulder parts of a body ply cut away
on a diagonal line extending f
opening

downwardly and sidewise, of an over-
lapping

plece, similar in form to the remain-

1ng upper part of the cut ply, Superimposed

but I do not wish to be

. - . . .

| diagonal edge J', Fig. 10, is then stitched to 75
| the shirt by the.seam K, as shown in
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rom the neck-
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apon said part and stitched thereto along its |

lower edge, with their diagonal edges un-
stitched and about right-angular to each other,
the upper portion of the piece partly occupy-
ing the place of the cut-oub section and se-
cured to the contiguous portions of the shirt,

substantially as deseribed, and for the pur-
- poses set forth., |

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 16th-day of July, 1887.

ISAAC P. TURNER.
Witnesses: - 1

GEO.-A. MOSHER,
CHAS. L. ALDEN.
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