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- UNITED STATES

b

PATENT OFFICE.

FRANK MESKER AND HENRY F. EDWARDS, OF ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, ASSIGN-
' .. ORS TO MESKER & BRO., OF SAME PLACE. .

- SHEET-METAL COLUMN.

SPECIPICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 371,089, dated October 4, 1867.

Application filed June 6, 1887.

Serial No. 240,369, (No model.)

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that we, FRANK MESKER and
HeNrY F. EDWARDS, of St. Louis, Missouri,

~ have jointly made a new and useful Improve-
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ment in Sheet-Metal Columns, of which the fol- |

lowing is a full, clear, and exact deseription.

This improved column is used more espe-
cially in architectural work, such as building-
fronts. It is a light, strong column capable
of being ornamented as desired and of being
safely and economieally transported. 1t con-
sists, mainly, in a combination of sheets and
angle-irons disposed and united as follows: The
sheets constitute the sides of the column, and
the angle-irons are used at the front corners,
respectively, of the column upon the outer side
of the sheets, one flange of the angle-iron lap-
ping upon the column-side and the other flange
of the angle-iron lapping upon the column-
front, thus serving not only to unite the sheets
and to protect the joints from the weather, but
also to produce a panel upon the column-front;
and to facilitate the ornamenting of the col-
nmn, substantially as shown in the annexed
drawings, making part of this specification
and exhibiting the most desirable mode of car-
rying out the improvement, in which—

Figure 1isa front elevation of the improved
column as before being ornamented. Fig. 218
a side elevation of the same. Fig. 318 a vertl-
cal section of the ornamented column. Fig. 4
is a view in perspective of the ornamented col-
umn. Fig. 5 is a horizontal section, upon an
enlarged scale, on the line 5 5 of Fig. 2; and
Figs. 6, 7, and 8 are details upon an enlarged
scale, being vertical sections of the central por-
tion, the upper portion, and the lower portion,
respectively, of the front of the ornamented
column. - -

The same letters of reference denote the
same parts.

The column as it is turned out from the shop
ready for transportation and for the ornamen-

" tation is shown in Figs. 1, 2, 5. It consists of
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the two side sheets, A A, the front sheet, b,
the wooden piece C between the side sheets at
the back of the column, and the angle-irons D
D’. The wooden piece is secured in place by
means of the serews ¢. . At the back of the col-
umnthereisnooutward projectionfromtheside

plates, A A; but the angle-irons being applied,
as stated, to the outer side of the plates A A
B, a panel, b, is produced in the front of the
column. The portion d of the angle-iron at |
each side of the column also projectsfrom the 55
face of theside plate. Theangle-irons are at-
tached to the plates by rivets,asshown. Cross-
pieces B are preferably added at the top and
bottom of the column and at intermediate
points. Theyserve tostiffen the structureand 6o
to assist in its ornamentation. The column,
as thus far described, possesses qualities which
make it much preferable to the cast-iron
structures hitherto in use. - It is not only
stronger in proportion to its weight, but is also 65
of a shape favorable for transportation, and
by reason of this these columns can be shipped
long distances at rates so low as to make them
a comparatively cheap article to the consumer.
They ean be used inthe plain form, but are usu- 70
ally ornamented to give them the appearance
of a finished column. These ornamental por-
tions-—the base I and the capital G—aswell as
any minor ornaments, are in practice shipped
separately,to be attached to the column by the s
“consumer. Thisis an additional advantage in
shipping, there being less liability to injury,
‘and the ornamental portions being capable of
being nested, and thus readily transported.
The parts F G H are fastened to the column, 8o
preferably in the following manner: The base
¥ is held laterally between the parts d d of
the angle-irons D D', respectively, and it is
tied to the column by means of the bolt /7, Fig.
8; and, if desired, the base I may have a strap, 8;
7, confined between the cross-piece I and the
face of the column. The capital G, Fig. 7, is
provided with straps ¢ ¢, which are respect-

| ively confined behind the cross-pieces E' E?

The ornament H, Figs. 4, 6, which in the go
present instance is in the form of two rosettes,
h h, united by a strap, #, is attached to the -
column by passing the strap A’ between the
cross-piece E* and the face of the column. The
cross - pieces are secured to the column by g5
means of a bolt, e. Angle-irons, as indicated
by the broken lines D, Fig. 5, may be used at
the back of the column in the manner shown.
The piece C is preferably of wood, as it is of

| use in making the connection with the.adjoin- 1.¢
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ing structure; but in hwe columns the piece
C may be of metal; bub in both cases the
angle-irons D, when used, do not project lat-

elally from the sides of the colamn.
We claim—
1. Thecombination of the shects ann*]e -1rons,
cross-pleces, and parts F, &c., as desembed
2. The combination of the side sheets, A A,

the front sheet, B, the angle-irons D D" "md |

the filling-piece O as descubed |
3. ’I‘he eombmablon of the side sheets, A A
the front sheet, B, the angle-irons D D’ ahd

the ornamental pmtlons Substanbnlly as de-

scribed.
4. A sheet-metal column comblmnﬂ* 1n 1ts
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construction the side sheets, A A, the front
sheet, B, and the angle-irons D D/, said angle-
irons bemg applied upon the front corners, re-

spectively, of the column, one flange of each

avgle-iron lapping upon the front side of said 20

front sheet, and the other flange lapping upon

the side sheet, as and for the purposes de--

scribed. |
Witness our hands.

FRANK MESKER.
HENRY F. EDWARDS.

Witnesses:
C. D. MooDy,
A. M. EVERIST.
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