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Ta all whom it MY CONCEFTL:

Be it known that I, HENRY O. CANFIELD,
residing atb Brldgepmb 1n the county of Fair-

field and State of Conneecticut, have invented
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a certain new and useful Improvement in Bus-

a full clear,and exact description of the inven-

‘tion, such as will enable others skilled in the

art to which it appertains to make and use the
same,

My 1nvenb1011 relates to an 1mp1 ovement in
bustles. -

 The object of the present invention is to

afford a simple and efficient means of con-
structing a bustle that may be made to fold
flat against the person of the wearer when a

sitting position is assumed, and that will be
instantly caused to resume an extended form

usual to such appendages or supports to the
skirts of female attire.

A further object is to construct a bustle that
may be folded and resume its shape without a
complication of parts,and that can be pr oduced

‘rapidly in quantity at a low initial cost.

With these objects in view my invention
consists 1n certain features of construetionand
combinations of parts,that will be hereinafter
described, and pointed out in the claims.

Referrmg to the drawings making a part of

this specification, Figure 1is a.side elevation

in section, showing the interior of the bustle
and the attached retractile spring. Fig. 2.isa
detached view ofthe spring. Fig. 3 shows an-

other form of the springin posusmn on a bustle. -

In the drawings I have only shown one side
or half of a bustle; but the construction of the
other side or half is in all respects similar to

_the side shown.

A represents one of two body-pieces, pref-

erably made of elastic metal, and enveloped

with afibrous cover. Tothese body -pleceseye-

lets are affixed,to permit a cord to be inserted,

that is useful to change the form of the bustle

and make it project more or less, as may be de
sired.

Upon the body stups A, near their oufer

~ edges, the eyelet-bars Bare p1 eferably secured

by flexible bars, bands, or lacings,that permit

a hinged action of the bars B upon the body-
strips. These eyelet-bars B are perforated at

1

tles; and I do hereby declare the following to be |

by which the flab spring-bows C C° C° are piv-
otally attached to have a swinging motion

upon these points of connection.

Upon the upper spring-bows, C* C°, similar
flat bows, D D/, are pivoted,to per mit them to
vibrate. The s,pacing-tape E, or other flexi-
ble band,is attached at proper points upon the
spring-bows C C* C*to hold these bows in hori-
zontal and parallel position when the bustle 18
uncompressed, the tape E being connected at
its upper end to the securing - band A’ by

{ which the bustle is held in place upon "the

wearer.
The device by whlch the spring-bows C (7,
&e., are held in normal position, and that per-

IﬂltS a folding action of these bows, is shown

in Fig. 1. Tt consists of 6wo spiralsprings, I,
one on each side, constructed of spring-wire,
and having their ends extended about at a
right angle to each other. The springs Fare
attached preferably, upon the inner surface
of the eyeleb -bars B, near their lower ends, to
cause the coils of the springs to form Jomts as

the upright extended ends ¢ of the springs are

affixed to the inner surface of the eyelet-bars
B,while the horizontal short extensions d are
secured by their outer endsto thelower spring-
| bow, C, the tension of the spiral springs hold-

ing thelower spring-bow aboutat right angles

to the vertical body-strips and eyelet-bars.

- It is evident that the elevation or npward
swinging movement of the lower bar, C, will
permit the other spring-bows above it to be
folded, and that a release of this spring-bow

will by the action of the spiral springs F

cause an automatic resumptlon of projected
adjustment of the series of spring-bows, to ex-
tend the skirts of the wearer, the collapse of
the bustle being effected when a sitting or re-
clining posmon i3 assumed by the person
wearing 1t.

- In Flg 3 another form of the springs shown
in Fig. 1is exhibited. In this devicethespi-
ral springs F are formed on one pieceofspring-
wire bent into a bowshape. Theform and size
of the wire bow S adapts it to lie againstthe
inner surface of the lower flat spring-bow, C,
the center of the bow S being loosely secured
in contact with the bow C by a loop of the
spacing-tape H, to prevent the displacement of

spaced intervals to receive securing-eyelets, | bow S and cause the bow-spring C to be actu-
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~ated by the vertical folding of the bow 8. The |
“spiral springs F are located near the 1}015‘[5 of
-pivotal connection: of the lower flat spring-
bow, C,with the eyelet-bars B, and their free.
ends c are bent into eyes, through which eye-
. lets or rivets are inserted: bmonﬁh the eyelet-
 DbarsBto secure these ends to the bars. 1t will
... be seen: that this form of construction will:
R ltif{)rd the same: fldvantdﬁ"es as: the style: of
‘spring-bow extenders shown in I‘m‘ 1,and that
the:bow 5, when made to swing 11pw1rdlv byz
- pressure, Sueh as1s incidental to the assuming:
ol a sitting or reelining posture by awearer,
will havea hnwed nmvemult oryielding ‘wtlmlé
of its integral Splml springs F, and thab these,
{rom ‘theu tension, will: msmntly cause a down-
ward movement of the bar C, and the series of
-conneeted bars: € &e., to B‘it&l]d the bustle.
‘and cause it to take: Jﬂ:s 1:101*111&1 Shap{, W hené
Such & pressure is rejaxed.: . .
. Having fully deseribed my mventlmz Wh&t Ii
claim as new, and desire to secure by TLetters

Patenf 18—
1. In abustle, the eomb}.mtmn with a waist-

.

370,927

band, supports for earrying the spring-bows, ,;.5

spring-bows pivoted to said supports, and a
tape connecting: the bows:and waistband, of
two flat coiled springs, each: havmg a Shorfr SRR
upper arm and a longer lower arm, the short = = =
upper arms being atbached to their 1‘991)(10!;1?@ 30
spring - bow Supports and the :longer lower
arms toone Of the Sprmn*-bmx
as set forth.. EERERS |

subsbmtlally

2. In ftbu.stle the ﬁOllﬂ)Ill’Ltml‘l wwh mwmsb

ébfmd body - strips; eyelet - bars, and: spring- 35
bows. pivotally sceured to the eyelet-bars,of a .
spring having two spiral coils formed =0f s .
body: mtewmllyzat opposite points, attached to 1
the eyelet-bars by its ends and to the lower = =
spring:bow 1ntermedlate thereof substantmlly 40

iaqsetfmth SRR

In testmmnv W hereof I ’iﬁ]\. my sxgmmre 111 SRS

épmsenee of two wtmesses. EEEREEE
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