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(Nu modal.)

To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that we, JoAN H. DRYER and
WILLIAM DRYER,citizens of the United States,
residing at South Cedar, in the county of Jack-
son and State of Kansag, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Com-
bined Car and Vehicle Rails; and we do “de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
ach description of the mvenﬁmn such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to theaccompanying drawings, and
to the letters and figures of reference marked
thereon, which form a palt of this peclﬁca
15 bion.

This invention re]ates to combmed vehicle

and car rails for bridges.
- The object of the invention is the produec-
tion of a rail which is to be nailed or other-
wise gecured to the timbers of a bridge for
strengthening the bridge and preventing the
timbers from springing, and which will form
a track for cars and a smooth bed for vehicles
torun upon and relieve the bridge of thestrain
and vibration incident to heavily - ladened
wagons jostling over the timbers,.
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The improvement consists in arail composed

of two rail-treads united at their bases and
spaced apart about 8ix to ten inches (more or
less) at their tops. The bed between the rail-
treads is straight and the ends of one or both
of the rails eurve, and the end of the bed be-
tween the curved ends 18 beveled. This rail
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is to be secured to the timbers of a bridge, and

the great width of bed between the treads ad-
mits the track being adapted for vehicles of
different gage, the curved ends guide the ve-
hicles between the rails and onto the bed, and
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the beveled end of the bed allows the vehicle |

40 to enter upon and leave the bed without anv
jar.

The improvement further congists in the

~ novel features presently to be described and
claimed and shown in the annexed drawmgs,
45 1n which—

Figure 1 isa plan view of a bridge, showing
two pairs of rails laid thereon, embodying our
invention; Fig. 2, a plan view of a bridge hav-
ing a single pair " of rails; Fig. 3, a cross-sec-
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+ for vehicle - wheels of different kinds.

tion of a single rail on the line X X of Fig. 1, 50
‘and Fig. 4 a longitudinal section of one end of
the rail on the line X X of Fig. 2.

The rail 18 composed of two rails or rail-

treads, A and A’, which are united at their
bottom by the bed @ and are spaced apart at 53

their top about six to ten inches, (more or
less,) as may be desired. The top ot the bed
18 straight in cross-section, which adapts it
The |
rail 18 made in sections, like other rails, and 5o
the end sections are preferably short, and one
or both of the rail-treads are curved to form
guides for directing the vehicle-wheels onto
the bed between the two rails A and A’. The
bed between the curved portions of the rail 63
18 removed, so that the vehicle-wheel may en-
ter some distance between the rails before
mounting the bed. The end of the bed be-
tween the curved rail or rails is beveled, so
that the vehicle - wheel may enter uPon or 70
leave the bed without any jar being imparted
thereto.

In practice the rails are Splked or otherwise
secured to the timbers of the bridge, and may
be arranged for a double track, as shown in 75

Rig. 1, or for a single track, as shown by dot-

ted lines in Fig. 2. When arranged for a =
double track, only the outer rail will curve
outward; but when arranged for a single
track, both rail - treads will c¢urve, as shown 8¢
in Flg 2.

The tracks shown on the rlght and left of
Fig. 1 are the ordinary street-car tracks.

The dotted lines in Fig. 2 show the single
track adapted for a single line of street-rail-
way. The double curved ends are used only
when the rail is designed for vehicles.

Having thus described our invention, what

we claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
enp, 18~

O
1 A combined vehicle and car rail com- ’
posed of two rail-treads united at their bases
and spaced apart at their tops, one of the rails
being curved, substantially as set forth,
2. A combined vehicle and car rail com-
posed of two rail-treads united at their bot-
tonis by a bed, which is beveled at the end,

| substantlally as and for the purpose deserlbede.
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