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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN FLINN, OF CLEVELAND, OHIO.

COUCH-PILLOW.

- SPECIPICATI_ON forming part of Letters Patent No. 370,772, dated October 4, 1887,

. Application filed October 22, 1586. Serial No. 216,981,

(No model,)

To all whom it may concermn:

- Be it known that I, JouN FLINN, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Cleveland, in
the county of Cuayahoga and State of Ohio,
have invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments 1n Couch-Pillows; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following i is a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the mventlon which will
enable others skilled in the art 'to which 1t
appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in |

couch-pillows; and it consists in a pillow of
cylindrical shape, cushioned all around with
springs, and in the mechanism by.which it is
pivotally and detachably connected to the
couch, lounge, cot, or other Slmﬂar article of
farniture.

In theaccompanying drawings, Flgme 1 rep-
resents a couch in perspective, with my im-
proved pillow in full lines, and its position
when reversed 1n dotted lines. Fig. 2isa ver-
tical transverse section of the couch and pil-

low when the pillow is raised over its pivotal

center and ready to swing in either direction.
Fig. 3 18 an isometric view of the skeleton
or Iframe-work of the pillow, as seen when

ready to be covered. Fig. 4 18 an edge view,
in elevation, of the standard and pivot- link

by which the pillow 1s attached (o the couch;

and Fig. b is a view showing the constructlon
of said parts in detail. . I‘lg 6 shows another
method of attachment, in which the pillow is

adapted to revolve on 1ts axis.

A represents the couch, which may be made
in any desired shape or fashmn provided 1t
be adapted for the attach ment of yimproved
style of pillow.

B is the pillow shown here as ey]mdrleal

- in form, and consisting of disk-shaped heads
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| and helical springs d, arranged radially about
the axial rod. The springs bemﬂ* constructed

S

b b, axial rod ¢, rigidly secured to the disks,

as shown and fixed upon the rod or bar ¢ ab

their smaller or reduced ends, they can be so

disposed in relation to each ‘other as to far-
nish a uniform and unbroken bearing-surface
around the rod from disk to disk and yet leave
each spring or adjoining springs free to act

- without obstruction by those about them.
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The manner of setting the springs is immate-
rial; but the number employed should be such

~ as will wholly oceupy or cover the surface or

[
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bearing space, and provide Spri_ng action and
resistance wherever the pillow may be
touched. 'T'he heads or disks b are rabbeted

|-at &,80 as to extend the cushioned surfaces as

near as possible to the ends of the pillow,and
to form a seat for attaching the cover ¢, which
1ncloses and compresses the springs.

g g are standards firmly bolted or screwed
to the head of the couch, at either side, and
provided with lugs or projections ¢ at their
upper ends.
ner face of the standards, and have a curved
top and bottom and ﬂattened sides.

h I are links or straps firmly secured to the
outside of the respective disks, and provided

These lugs project from the in-
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with sockets 7', having slots 2’ opening to the

end of the link. The lugs ¢ are adapted to
rest 1n the sockets 2" when the pillow is placed

{ In position, and together they form the pivot-

point on which the pillow isreversed from one
position to the other.

pillow will be locked on fthe standards and
cannot be released or removed except when
it 18 raised to a vertical position and the slot
coincides with the.sides of the lugs.

In the other form of attachment shown in
Fig. 6 the links & L are pivotally connected
wit.h the pillow, and the axial rod ¢ is free to
turn thereon. - This provides a pillow which
revolves on its axis and brings all parts of its
surface equally into exposure and wear. In
this case the links necessarily are outside of
the upholstering goods, but, if made orna-
mental,willnotdetract {rom appearauces, while
they a-dd anovel and useful feature tothe couch.

The advantages obtained in a couch of this
character are, first, in the pillow itself, which,
by reason of its equal gpring-bearing from all
sides toward its axial center, enables me to
throw 1t into any desired pOSlthH and to ex-
pose any part of it to use with the same satis-

factory results; second, in its convenience in

handling and removal for any purpose what-

The slot A° corresponds
in width to the width of the lug ¢/, so that the
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ever; and, third and chiefly, in the fact that

1t forms a couch which, by the simple move-
ment of the pillow from one position to an-

other, practically lengthens the couch for use

equal to the diameter of the pillow and car-
ries the pillow down on the rear edge of the
couch in suitable position for sleeping,

It should have ‘been explained above that

IO0




~ the standards g are of such height and are so
placed in relation to the end of the couch and

i]l Figu 1-

(s

the links 2 are of such length that when the

1, 1t serves as an arm-rest and the like, while

Cin its lowered poswwn 113 per forms the office of

10 4d

pillow for the head.

Tt will be understood that a pillow fashioned.

~as above described is not necessarily limited

:153

in its use to what is knownasa ‘¢ eouch,” but
- may be adapted to lounges, cots, reclmmg

chairs, and beds, and similar articles of furni-
ture wheleadj ustable pillowsor head-rests are |

~employed.

- be swung down in alower position against the
end of the frame; but in said structure the |
‘ing standards at its side near its end, in com-

I am aware that a sofa-bed has been pat-.

ented 1n which arms are shown that may rest |

on the end of the frame in a raised position or

pillows have hinges along their bottom, at-
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-~ back.

tached to the frame, and 1eqmre locks to hold |
them when raised; otherwise they would fall
| iI-empl;oyjsm_ndar-ds_at:the side of my.
frame and have links of such length connect- |

ing the standards and pillow that in one posi-

- tion the pillow rests over the end of the couch

_._30

- of the couch.

and in the other upon the couch in front of the |
frame having standards, in combination with .
‘a pillow provided with bearings at its own
“axis, and arranged to be thrown mto different =

standards and removed from the extreme end

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18—

1. A pillow having a series of springs ar-
ranged around its longitudinal center in ra-
40 diallines,and a support 1n said center against |

‘No loek is required, yet the
pillow cannot possibly get into the reclining
‘position without being placed there by hand.

Having thus describedmyinvention, whatI-

|

pillow 18 reversed 1t will be carried over on |
top of the couch orlowered at its rear, accord- |
1ng to the position it occupies, about as shown
Then, when thrown up, as'in Fig.

. 370,772

which said springs bear,whereby the pressure

~against the pillow at any point is sustained and

limited by the central support, sub%antlally |

as seb forth.
2. A cylindrical pillow provided with a se-

set forth.

3. A pillow having a bar or rod extending
thr ough the longitudinal center thereof, a se-
ries of helical springs having their smaller
ends attached to said rod and arranged radi-

ally thereon, and webbing or covering over
T

a pair of disk:shaped heads,

SGI‘IGS‘.:.:.:..- -

Sa-id springs, substantially as set forth.
4. In a pillow, a
rod connecting said heads, a

| of hellcal Springs bEd,lll]“‘ upon the rod and
extending radially arou nd the same, and web-

!

bing surrounding the springs and attached to 60 =
the heads, substantially as set forth.

- 5. In a couch or like article, a frame hav-

bination with a pillow having links counected

with 1ts ends, and constructed to engage and

pivot upon the standards, whereby the plll(m
may. be thrown forward upon the couch or

over its end into a Jower plane, substantially

as set forth. . |
6. In a couch oralikearticleof furniture, a

positions in relatwn to the end of the couch,
substantially as set forth.

JOHN FLINN.

Witnesses:
H. T. FISHER,
Wanx. M. MONROL.

ries of spiral springs arranged radially about
its longitudinal center, and a rigid support for
-said springs in said center, substantially as
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