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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WirLiam P. CLOUGH,
of Boston, county of Suﬂolk State of Massa

chusetts, have invented an Improvement in

-5 Photograph-Cards, of which the following de-

scription, in connection with the accompany-
ing drawings, is a specification, like letters
and figures on the drawmgs representing 11ke
parts.

This invention has for its object to provlde
cards-—as, for instance, photograph: - cards—
with a stiffening device to prevent the same
from being warped or bent out of true.

The invention consists inacard made of two
layers or sheets of paper, or other suitable
material, combined with a metallic or rigid
stiffener interposed between the piles or layers
- of material, as will be deseribed. The card

may be made of one thick piece of paperhaving

1ts edges split, to thereby subserve the same
‘purpose as when composed of twoindependent
layers secured together. The stiffener is pref-

erably made of metal cut in strip form, and
- suitably bent, so that one part of the sbup may
2 5 enter between the different layers or plies of
material and- another part overlie the edges
of the material to form aQ metallic edge for the
card.

Many forms of qtlffenmn* strlps may be de-
vised to carry out the essentlal feature of this
invention, which I consider come within the
scope of this invention.

Figure 1 shows in plan view a photogla,ph
card provided with a stiffening strip embody-
ing this inventlon; Figs. 2, 3, and 4, sectional
details of a portion of a card, each showing a
different form of stiffening- strlp

The card « is preferably made of two inde-
pendent pieces or -layers of paper, or other
material, united together, or it may be made
of one thch. piece of material having its edges
split or separated in two parts.
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The stiffening-strip herein shown is com-
posed of metal, or other rigid substance, bent

45 to form a flat portion, as 2, which enters be-
- tween the different plies or layers of the card
and the overlying-edge portion. The flat por-

tion 2 is preferably corrugated longitudinally,
or has barbed points fo penetrate each layer
50 of card, and the edge portion may be bent in

1
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as at 3, to form an edge for one part of the

many different ways and yet fmm a metallic

edge for the card.

In Fig. 3 1 have shown the material forming
the edge of the stiffening-strip as bent upward,

card, and bent downward, as at 4, to form an
edge for the other part of the card, so that the
two pieces 3 4 together form a metallic edge
for the card.

In Fig. 2 I have shown the stiffening-strip
as bent into tubular form, as at b, to thus serve
as an edge for the card.

In I‘m 41 have shown the edﬂ*e as formed
by mulely bending the outer pmtlon of the
strip downward to lie against the edge of the
lower part of the card, and then bending the
strip over upon one face of the card and
thereby form a metallic edge for the body
part of the card.

By interposing a corrugated strip between 70
the different layers or plles of the card the
latter will not become warped and bent out of

ife

true.

1t 1s.obv-10us fwm the foregoing that the

form of stiffening-strip may be v auously modi- 75

fied and yet conme within the SCOpe of my in-
vention.
If it should be consxdemd preferable, I may

I employ a corrugated metallic or other rigid or
unyielding strip extending from edge to edge 3o

of the card.
. 1 claim— N

1. The card ¢« and the anti-warping or
stiffening strip having the flat portion 2, sub-

stantially incorporated with and inclosed by 85

the card, as set forth.

2. The card « and the stiffening or anti-
warping strip having the flat pmtwn 2, firmly
incorporated with and inclosed by the card at
its edge, and having a projecting portion cov- go

ering the edge of the card, substantmlly as de-

scribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

WILLIAM P. CLOUGH.

Witnesses:
BERNICE J. NOYES,
¥. L. EMERY.
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