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~ gate-latches; and the object of my invention
1stoproduceasimple, economical, convenient,
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To all whom it ma 11 concern:

Be it known that I, WIrLiam H, WoobD-
FORD, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Owenshorou gh, in the county of Daviess and
State of Kentucky, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Gate-Latches, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in

~and efficient gate-lateh.

__IS

20

2

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

a plan view of my gate-latch with a horizontal
section of the keeper: and Fig. 2 is a side ele-
vation of the same as viewed from the right-
hand side of Fig. 1, the same being illustrated
with the gate s]whtly open and. the lateh sepa-
rated a slight distance from the keeper.

A deSIgnates a portion of the gate, and B
the post which is contiguous to the swinging
edge of the gate. 1 secure the latch to the
D'ate Aj; and 113 consists of the base plate or
piece O having a downwardly projecting and
inclined lug, @, and the latch D, having an
upwardly-pr OJectmg lug, b, corrGSpondmg]y

~ 1nclined, as shown in E‘lg 2 the said parts
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being pwoted together by a pin or bolt, d,
which extends obliquely through the inclined
lugs a b, as indicated by the parallel broken
lines in I‘1g 2. 'T'he horizontal portion of the

~lateh D is beveled at both edges in front, and
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10 rounded upon the side which faces the
and has an inclined or hooked face upon the |

1s also provided with an inclined or hooked'

shoulder, e, at each edge, as shown in Fig, 1.
T also prowde the latech near the middle of its
outer end with an upwardly-projecting lug, f,
for use as a handle in dlsenn*aglng the latch
from its keeper.

E designates the keeper, which is secured
to the ﬂ*ate -post B, as shown. This keeper is
gate

the shoulder ¢ on the latch.
| made long enough in the vertical direction to
have it properly engaged by the latch even
though the height of the latch may be varied
somewhat through the sagging of the gate.
In order to (1186110‘&“'6 the latch it 1sswung to
one side on its pwot S0 as to disengage it from
the keeper, as indicated by broken lines in
Fig. 1, and the gate opened. So soon as the
latch is released it will by the force of grav-
1ty fall into its normal position.
the gate the rounded edge of the latch en-
gages the rounded edge of the keeper, so that
‘the latch is forced sidewise into an oblique
position away from the keeper
shoulder ¢ passes by the rounded edge of the

—

-will cause 1t to swing into the position shown
by full lineg in Fig. 1
I have deseribed the latch as having
shoulders ¢ and two rounded edges;
construction is only for the puxpose of en-
abling the latch to be used upon either a right
or a left handed gate.
on any particular gate, only one rounded edcre
and shoulder have any funetion. |
Iclaim as my invention—
| The base-plate C, having the inclined Iucf a,
i and the latch D, havmg the beveled outer
edge, shoulder e, and oblique lug b, fastened
together by the inclined pivot d, in combina-
tion with the keeper E, having an inclined
guiding-surface and a hookmg—shomlder all
substantially as described, and for the pur-
pose spemﬁed
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] oppositeside, which corresponds'to the face of
The keeper is

until the

Whenonece in position
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In closing
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keeper, after which the weight of the latch

two -
but this
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