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(No model.)

To all whom it may concerm
Be it known that I, CHARLES E. WINTRODE,

- of Huntington, in the county of Huntington
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and State of Indiana, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Tension De-
vices for Making Picket Fences; and I do

hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,

and exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it pertains to make and use it, reference being

- had to the accompanying drawmge, which form
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part of this specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
tension devices for making picket fences; and
it consists iIn the combination of a suiteb]e

plate or frame, having one end bent so as to
catch over the edge of the post, and the other

eind turned up at right angles, but in the op-
posite direction from the end which catches
over the edge of the post, a pivoted lever pro-
vided with a flange and having a slot through
one end, and a regulating-screw for adjustmg

the. tenswn upon the wire, as will be more

fully described hereinafter.
The object of my invention is to produce a

~device which can be readily applied to and
- removed from a fence-post, and in which the
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- port for the pivoted lever
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B, is the stationary screw-rod I which passes |

pivoted lever is made to regulate the amount
of friction which is applied to the wire while
being twisted around the pickets. |

‘Figure 1 represents a side elevation of a de-
vice embodymg my invention. Fig. 2 isan
edge view of the same.

A represents a metallic plate, which has its
end B bent at right angles, so as to cateh over

the edge of the post, and its other end, C, also |

bent at right angles, but in the 0ppoelte di-
rection from the one B, so as to form a sup-

end of the plate as the end O 1s formed a per-
forated ear or extension, D, through which a
screw or nail ean be driven into the post, so as
to hold the plate in position thereon.

~ Pivoted upon the edge of the end Cis the
lever ¥, which is provided with the slot G at

1ts outer free end, and with the flange H on its
inner side, 8o as b0 bear against the wires and |

thus cause the wires to be bent to a greater or
less extent, and thus regulate the amount of
friction npon them.

Passing through the plate A, near the end

Upon the same

i |

through the slot in the end of ﬁhe lever, and

upon which is placed the thumb-nut J. In

proportion as the thumb-nut is screwed in-
ward upon the rod the free end of the lever is

forced inward toward the plate, thus causing
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the flange secured to its inner edge to force the

wires beekwald toward the corner, which is
formed by the turning outward of the end C,
and thus bending the wires so that a greater
amount of frictional contact will be exerted
upon them. The wires bear against the outer

edge of the plate A at the end B, pass back-

ward under the flange of the level and then
upward over the edge of the end C. In pro-
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portion-as the bend is made more or less sherp -

by the flange, so the friction of the wire egmnst |

the edge of the plate and the end C is in-

creased. .

It will be seen that the plate can be readlly
attached to the post at any point by a single
screw or nail;
creased or decrea,sed at will by simply turning
the thumb-nut; and that the wires can be
quickly applied to and removed from the plate

‘without having to remove any part of the ten-

sion device except the thumb-nut, this tension
device being applied to the post on the farther
side from the pickets, and does not have to be

‘removed until the pickets are secured in

place up to the very post itself. The conse-

that the tension can be in-
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quence 18 the tension is never taken off of the

wires until the wires have been fastened di-
rectly to the side of the post.
Having - thus desenbed my invention, I

claim—

1. The combmatlon of the plate provided
with the bent end C, a pivoted lever connected
thereto and prowded with a flange to bear

against the wire, and a regulating-serew, sub-
stantially as shown.

2. The combination of the plate A, having

90

the bent ends B G, the lever pivoted upon the

end C and provided with a flange to bear

agalnst the wire, and having aslot through its

free end, the screw-rod, and the thumb- nut

substantla,lly as descrlbed

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

presence of two witnesses.

GHARLES K. -WINTRODE,

- Witnesses:
BUELL M. COBB,
W. H. MEECH.
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