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- To all whom it may CONCErmn;

Be it known that I, JoEN C. WYGANT a

~ citizen of the United States residing at Out
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ville, in the county of Lmklng and State of
01110, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Rail Fences, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My Jnvention relates to an 1mprovement in
rail fences; and it consists in the construction
and auangement of the parts thereof, which
will be more fully hereinafter descrlbed and
particularly pointed out in the claims.

The essential feature of my invention is the
manner or method or mounting the rails in
connection with the posts by means of wiresIn
such a manner as to hold firmly the said rails
in connection with the posts and prevent the

-displacement thereof,

The object of my invention is to provide a
fence which is simple and effective in its con-
struction, easily and readily set up, and when
set up Sbl()]:lﬂ‘ and durable and adapted to re-
sist wear and the various forees brought to
bear upon a fence of this construction. I at-
tain this object by the construction of fence

illustrated in the accompanying drawings,

~ wherein like letters of reference indicate simi-

lar parts in the several views, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of two pan-
els of my improved fence, shown completed
and mounted. Fig.2isa perspectwe view of

a post and a portwn of a rail, showing thefirst

| step in making the fence and mountlng the
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first rail. Fig. 8 is a view similar to Fig. 2,
showing the first or lower rail mounted and
the second rail in position to be securely fast-
ened to the said post. Fig. 4 is an end view
of one of the posts with. “the rails attached

- thereto, and anchor-wires secured thereto and
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The wire Cis thence bent across the rail near |

to auehor stakes, which are shown as driven
into the ground. Tig. 5 is a detail perspect-
ive view of a panel of a fence as 1t appears
when finished. |

A indicates the rails, and B the posbs, com-
posing the fence, which may be of any pre-
ferred form of construction. A wire, (, 18 se-
cared at the lower portion of each posb by
means of a staple, ¢, Fig. 4, and when the said

wire has thus been secnred the one end of the.

rail D is inserted under the wire adjacent to
and above the said staple, as shown in Fig. 2.

its end in a dlan*onal direction and toward the
0p13051te post, as shown 1n #ig. d. A staple,

¢’, is thence driven over the wire and into the ;

post B, but only partially driven home, leav-

ing the wire at this point to have free play

therethrough. This staple ¢ is mounted in

the said post B, adjacent to the upper side of
therail, being secm ed so that when it isdriven
Liome 113 will cause a binding of the wire C
upon the top surface of the rail.
is drawn through the staple ¢ and np the

| stake or post B in a diagonal direction, the

reverse of that of the loop retaining the lowel
rail.

At a Sulta,ble‘predetermmed and regular

distance above the rail D, as shown 1n Fig. 4,

a staple, ¢, 1s driven into ‘the post B, over the
wire in a manner similar to the lower staple
¢, heretofore described. The wire C is thence
drawn tightly through the last staple driven,
and through the staple ¢, which has not as
yvet been driven entirely into the post, and
when the said wire C has thus bheen drawn

‘through the staple thestaple ¢’isdriventightly

into the stake or post B, and draws the wire
down over the face of the lower rail, D, as
shown in Fig. 2, in a diagonal position, here-
tofore described. Another rail A 1s then

placed under the wire adjacent to and above

the upper staple ¢ and the said wire O thence
drawn across the rail near its end in a diago-

nal line, in a manner similar to Lhe lower 13.11
juast secmed A second staple, ¢, is then in
like manner partially driven into the post b,

over the wire, and a third-staple c driven
into the post B, over the wire (, adjacent to

the position to be occupied by the third rail,

as shown in Fig. 4. The third staple ¢ belno
thus secured 1n ! the post B, and confining the
wire C thereunder, the said wire O 1s thence
drawn again to stretch lt to its fullest extent,

and the second staple,c’,is thence driven home

in amannersimilar to the first operation. This
operation of securing the ends of the rails A
will be continued antil the desired number of

raile have been mounted in connection with the

posts.
In mounting the rails in connecbmn wibth the
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The wire C -
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posts the wire C will be secured in a zigzag

manner, the loops confining the rails all ex-
tendmg obliquely across them near their ends
in the same direction. Thesame C’OIlEth'uCtIOh




10

I5

20

370,513

is carried out in the other post supporting the | rail, thus dispensing with the use of wire-

other ends of the rails; butin thisinstance the

wire C will be so arranged that the loops pass-

ing over the ends of the rails will be inclined
1n a reverse direction to those confining the
ends of the rails abt the other posts. By this

means it will be seen that it will be impossi-
ble to longitudinally displace the rails from

connection with the posts B, and being con-
fined by the loops, as described, any vertical
movement will also be prevented. Each panel
of the fence is adapted to be constructed indi-
vidually, and then connected tothe next panel
by wire loops €, which are passed around the
two posts of the panels, and tightened by
twisting to form a positive union between the
two panels. o

When the wires C are secured to the lower
portion of each post, as hereinbefore set forth,
a staple, ¢, 18 removably secured in the top

- portion of each post, through which the wire

. mounted.
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C1s passed. The said staple ¢* is situated in
such a position in the top of the post B, as

~ shown in Figs. 2 and 3, that in drawing the
25

wire upwardly before the loops C are secured
the line of draft brought to bear thereupon
will be in the same -plane as the face of the
stake or post upon which the rails are being
When the rails have all been se-
cured, as hereinbefore set forth, the upper
end of the wire C is secured near the top por-
tion of the post B on the upper side of the top
rail thereof, as shown in Fig. 5. “
This form of fence, in view of its construc-
tion, 18 especially applicable for sections of
the country wherein floods and high winds are
prevalent, and is also adapted to be removed
from one place to another, as may be desired.
As a meang of securement for the several
posts or gections of the fence, as may be
deemed mnecessary, an anchor-wire, IV, is
looped around the post and connected at its
two lower ends at each side of each of the
posts to two anchor - stakes, D? which are

driven into the ground and firmly hold the |

fence or its sections in the desired position.
Owing to the simplicity of construction of
my improved fence it requires the labor of but

one person to construct the same and set it up |

in position. Thestaple ¢’ forms aready means

for tightening the wires across the ends of the |

[

stretchers, or analogous implements, which
necessarily saves time, labor, and expense.
It may properly be called a ‘‘tension-staple.’’

By means of the diagonal arrangement of

the wires C, as herein set forth, the staples are
arranged in different lines, and are thereby
mounted 1n different lines of grain of the posts,

and splitting and injury of the postsis thereby
prevented, rendering the posts strong and

durable. :
Thenovelty and utility of my improved form
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of fence being obviously apparent, it is unnec-

essary to turther enlarge upon the same herein.

It 18 obvious that many slight variations in -

the construction and arrangement of parts may -
be madeand substituted for those hereinshown

and described without in the least departing
from the nature and principle of myinvention.

Having thus desceribed my invention, I
claim-—-- | |

In combination with the posts, the railslaid
flat against the face of the posts and the wires
secured at cne end to the bottom of the posts,
the said wires being passed diagonally across
the ends of the rails, alternately in opposite
directions, whereby each rail has one end se-
cured by a wire loop which extends or inclines
in one direction, while the wire loop at the
other end of the rail inclines in the opposite
direction, and thus the tendency of the rails to
be displaced or to slip longitudinally is en-
tirely obviated, and the staples securing the
wire to the face of the post, a pair of staples
for each rail, the bottom staple being secured
rigidly in place while the top staple serves as
a tension device to draw the wire over the face
of the ends of the rails, the wire between the
railg extending across the face of the post in
an inclined line, the wire tie C°, connecting
the adjacent panels of the fence, and the wire
brace I, connected to the meeting ends of the

panels and staked or anchored to the ground,

for the purpose set forth. |
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

presence of two witnesses. -

JOHN C. WYGANT.

Witnesses: -

L. . SIGGERS, .

MYRTLE STALNAKER.
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