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To all whonv it may concermn:
- Beitknown that I, CHRISTOPHER (. PIERCE,
of Herkimer, in the county of Herkimer and
State of New York, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Nests, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to nests for fowls; and
1t consists in a novel construetion of the same,
and particularly of the devices for supporting
the movable nest-egg. -

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a nest constructed 1n ac-

IO

cordance with my invention; Fig. 2, a vertical

central sectional view of the same, and Fig. 3
a detail view illustrating the construction of
‘the pendulous support of a nest-egg.
Referring to the drawings, A indicates a box
or casing, which may be made of wood or metal,
and of circular or other desired form in cross-
section. ' o -
Within the box or casing A,which 1s open
at its upper end, 1s secured a concave shelf, B,
- which forms the nest proper, said shelf being
provided with a central opening, C, as shown
- in Fig. 2, the said opening being of such size
as to permit an egg to pass {reely therethrough.
This shelf B. may be of wood and fastened se-
curely in place within the box or casing A, and
the interior of the box and the concave face of
the shelf may, and preferably will be, lined
with any suitable material which will make
the nest soft and warm. S

30

D indicates the bottom, which is secured 1n

the lower end of the box or casing A, asshown
in Fig. 2, said bottom being conical or convex
on its upper side and set away a distance from
the under side of the shelf B. The upper sur-
face of the bottom D will preferably be padded
or lined with somesoft material, so that as the
eges fall through the opening C onto the bot-
tom D they will not become broken. Anopen-
ing, B, is formed in the wall of the casing A, as
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shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the bottom of said open-

ing being a little above the lower edge of the
upper surfaceof the bottom D, sothat the eggs
cannot roll out through the opening . The
opening K permits the eggs to be withdrawn
from the box or casing at will, and also per-

45

mits thedirt tobe removed,and the nest thereby |

so kept clean.

It may be found desirable in some instances.

to provide the opening I with a laterally- |

1

socket 1n the upper end

swinging door, I, as indicated by the dotted
lines in Fig. 1 and by full lines 1n Fig. 2. |

‘G indicates the nest-egg, which is carried at 55
the upper end of a rod, H, as shown in Figs.
2and 3. Thisrod H projectsupwardly through

the opening Cin the shelf B,and also projects

downwardly through the bottom D,where 1618
furnished with a counter-weight, I, as shown 6o
in Figs. 2 and 3. The rod H is threaded at
its upper end and screws into the nest-egg G,
which latter may be made of wood or other
suitable material, and it is obvious that instead
of screwing the rod H into the nest-egg any 5s
other suitable means may be employed for con-
necting the egg with itssupporting rod or stem.
At a point between its ends the rod or stem H
is provided with an enlargement, J, which will
preferably be spherical,and which fits within a %o
. or apex of the conical -
bottom D. R B
Below the apex, where the enlargement J
rests upon the bottom D, the latter 1scut away -
to permit free movement of the rod or stem. vg

‘The weight I tends always to keep the nest-

egg G in proper position over the central open-
ing, C, and if moved from its normal position
it will be returned by the weight.. When an
egg islaid,it rolls beneath the nest-egg G,and,
striking againsttheupperendofstem H,swings
said stem sufficiently to one side to permit the
ege to pass through the central opening,C,and
fall upon the bottom D, and as soon as the egg
has passed through the opening the weight re-
turns the nest-egg to its normal position over
the central opening. | N -
From the foregoing construction it will be
seen that I possess a nest that is simple and
cheap, one that is easily kept clean, and which
prevents the eggs from becoming broken.
Various modifications in the manner of piv-
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oting or suspending the nest-egg will suggest

themselves to the skilled mechanie; but, believ-
ing myself to be the first to provide a nest with
a pendulous support for the nest-egg, 1 claim -
such idea broadly, regardless of the specific
means by which the result is secured. -

1t is obvious that instead of making the top
of the bottom piece, D, conical, 1t may consist
simply of a flat board which shallineline down-
ward toward the opening E, as indicated by
dotted linesin ¥ig. 2. .

It is not essential that the opening C be lo-
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cated directlyin the center of the shelf B, or | ihg and provided above th_e latter with'a nest-

that the latter_be made concave; but the best
results are secured where both of these fea-
tures are employed. | o

5 Having thus described my invention, what
-1 elaim 18— |

1. In combination with a box or casing and

a shelf, as B, provided with an opening, a nest-

egg, and a movable support for said egg, all

1o substantially as shown. S

2. In combination with the box or casing A,
the shelf B, provided with a central opening,,
and a pendulous rod or support carrying at its
upper enda nest-egg and projecting upwardly
through the opening in the shelf, as and for
the purpose set forth. -

3. In combination with box or casing A, con-
cave shelf B, provided with opening C, a bot-
- tom board, D, an upright stem, H, projecting

20 upwardly through the opening (J,and provided
immediately above said opening with a nest-

eggal S
4. Incombination with box orcasing A and |

~shelf B, provided with opening C, pendulous
25 rod H, projecting upwardly through the open-

egg, (3, and weight I, secured to the lower end
of the rod H, substantially as shown and de-
seribed. | - T -
5. In combination with box or easing A and 30
shelf B, provided with an opening, C,a rod,
H, provided at opposite ends with a nest-egg =
and a counter-weight,a spherical enlargement,
J, formed upon said rod between its ends, and
a support or socket-to receive the spherical 35
enlargement, all substantially as shown. | |
6. The herein-described nest for fowls,con-
sisting of box or casing A, concave shelf B,
provided with a central opening, C, conical

bottom D, opening E, and door F,uprightstem 40

H, provided at opposite ends with a nest-egg
and a weight, and at a point between its ends

~with a spherical enlargement to rest upon the

bottom D. - . - R

~In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand 15

in the presence. of two withesses. -

- CHRISTOPHER C. PIERCE.
Witnesses: o

WM. B. HoOwELL,

W. B. PIEGRCE.
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