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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, JEWETT BENEDICT, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Dun-
dee, in the county of Yates and State of New
York, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Pans or Trays for Berry-Har-
vesters, of which the following is a Spemﬁca
tion.

My invention relates to an 1mpr0vement in
pans or trays for berry-harvesters, the nov-
elty of which consists in the peculiar con-
struction and adaptation of the parts for serv-

‘1ce, clearly set forth her_eina,fter and claimed.

The invention in this case 18 an improved
form of pan to be used in the apparatus
claimed in a pending application filed by me
on August 11, 1886, and bearing the serial
number 210,629, the features of the lmproves-
ment being fully deseribed hereinafter aud
illustrated in the accompanying dramn':rs, 1n

"which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the device
in the operative position. Iig. 218 a rear
elevation of the tray. Fig. 3 is a vertical
transverse section on the line x # of Fig. 2.
Fig. 4 is a horizontal sectlon on theline ¥ y of
Flg 2.

Referring by letter (o the dla,wmgs A des-
ignates the frame of the tray, comprising the
perpendicular sides B, converging toward the

upper side of the tmy, the upper strip, C,

and the lower board, D.

E represents a flexible bottom secured to
the lower edges of the said frame, formed of
duck, canvas, or equivalent materia],‘ and
thus forming the tray, which is deeper at the
lower side than at the upper, as clearly shown

- in the drawings.
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The said tray is designed to be held in an

inclined position while. using, (shown in Figs. |

1 and 3,) with the deeper side resting on the
ground and the shallower side resting against
the body of the person using the device; and

to enable the tray to be more readily moved

laterally along the ground,I provide the lower
corner or edge with a runner, F, inclined to
the body of the tray and demgned to bear
perpendicularly upon the ground while using
the tray..

G represents a brace-board or gustaining-
plece secured across the back of the frame in

| rear of the flexible bottom E,-and at the lower

side of the said frame, and the function of this
strip or board is to sustain the weight of the
berries when a great number have been accu- 55 -
mulated in the tray, and prevent the strain-
ing or bulging of the said bottom E. It will
be seen that the said bottom will not rest

against the brace-board when the tray 1is

empty, nor until a considerable quantity of 6o

‘berries have been collected, and therefore the

berries which are first deposmed in the tray
will not come in contact with any hard or un-
yielding substance, but will strike upon the
flexible boftom, as explained. In order to 65
prevent the said yvielding bottom from resting
against the brace-board at all times, the up-
per edge of the said board is sprungor warped
rearward, thus drawing it out of the line of
the bottom

The lower side of the tray is designed to be
placed near the bush from which the berries
are to be taken, and the limbs of the said bush
are drawn over the tray by means of ahooked
rod, H, and the berries gently tapped with the 4z
beater K, which comprises a handle secured
to one side of aframe, elliptical or circular in
form, having a canvas web stretched tightly

'70

| therem the said berries being allowed to drop

into the tray. 80

"With the beater as descrlbed having a
yielding spring-like body, the bushes may be
gently jarred to detach the ripe berries with-
out disturbing those which are still unripe,
and the fruit thereby detached drops upon 8
the flexible bottom of the tray and rolls down
to the lower part thereof, to accumnlate 1n
the deep portion provlded therefor.

From theabovedescription it will be readily
understood that with this berry-harvester
fruit may be gathered very rapidly and with-
out the slightest injury to the same.

The devwe is also extremely simple, it be-
ing impossible to dispense with any part
thereof and still preserve its effectiveness.

Havmg described my invention, I claim—

. The pan for berry-gatherers, havmg the
sules B B, having their greatest height at the
front portion of the gathering pan or recepta-
cle, where it restsontheground, theend strip,
D, the canvas bottom E, the brace G, and the

runner F, connected to the lower edge of the
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~ strip D, and e*{tendmg rearward thereﬁom | piece, D, and the rear end plece, G, Wlth a, Cali-

‘and at an angle thereto, substantially as de-

scribed.

2. The pan for berly -gatherers, having the
sides B B, having their greatest helghb at the
front or lower portlon of the gathering pan or

~* receptacle, where it rests on the ground, the

end strips, D, the flexible cloth bottom E, the

brace G under the bottom and depressed from

[O

the ends toward the center, for the purpose
set forth, and the runner F secured to the
lower edﬂ"e of strip D, and extendlnﬂ* rearward

~ therefrom at an angle thereto, as Set forth.

15

3. A pan for berry harvesters, having the
frame with the canvas bottom E and the ¢ sides
and ends extending up from the bottom, and a

transverse brace-strip, G, under the bottom

near the lower end thereof where the fmme

- rests ontheground, said strlp being depressed

20

on each side toward its center, as and for the
purpose set forth. |
4. A pan for berry -gatherers, havmfr the

- frame compusmﬂ' the sides B the front end

vas bottom I, between the parts 'CB D, and
the transverse brace- -strip G under the bottom,

adjacent to the front end piece, D, said strip

being depressed-from each side toward the
centm where its greatest point of depres::mn
comes, for the purposes set forth. |

sides B,having their greatest hei ght at the front
or lower end, Whele the pan or tray rests on
the ground, the end strip, D, the flexible cloth

bottom E, and the runner I‘ composed of a

rigid strlp secured to the end strip and 1n-
- cllned rearward therefrom at an angle thereto,

as set forth.

In testimony that T clalm the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JEWETT BENEDICT.

Wltnesses
- W. BENEDIOT |
H. V. L. JONES
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5. A pan for berry-harvesters, havmg the o
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