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To all whom it may concern: upward at the sides of the bustle, and its re-
be 1t known that I, THOMAS P. TAYLOR, a | spective ends are connected to colls 2. By 55
citizen of the United States,residing at Bridge- | means of this cord both the width and the
port, 1n the county of Fairfield and State of | length of the bustle may be readily adjusted—
s Connecticut,haveinvented certainnewand use- | a {eature which is wholly new, so far as I am
ful Improvementsin Folding Bustles; and Ido | aware.
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, In manufacturing my improved bustle, a 60
and exact description of the invention, such | piece of wire of suitable length is taken, the
as will enable othersskilled in the art to which | middle portion of which forms the cross-piece.
ro 1t appertains to make and use the same. | The coils are then formed at the ends of the
My invention has for its object to improve | crouss-piece, the ribs bent into shape, and the
the construction of this class of bustles. With | eyes formed at the ends thereof. 1Its opera- 65
this end 1n view I.have devised a novel con- | tion in use is preecisely similar to that of the
struction of folding bustle made {romasingle | various folding bustles of this general class,

15 piece of wire, in which side strips are wholly | and requires no detailed description at this
dispensed with and the expanding coils are | time. When the wearer sits down,the bustle
placed at the top of the bustle, as hereinafter | folds, as in Fig. 2. When the wearer rises, the 7o
described, and pointed out in the claims. coils at the top act to throw the diagonal

In the accompanying drawings, forming | spring-ribs instantly to their normal position,

20 part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per- | and the strip and loop act to draw the supple-
spective of my improved bustle complete, and | mental rib or ribs to their proper position, so
Fig. 2 is a side elevation showing it in the | that the drapery of the dress instantly resumes 75
collapsed position. its proper torm.

1 denotes a cross-piece at the top,having one Having thus deseribed my invention, I

25 Or more spring-coils, 2, at each end, and con- | ¢laim— . :
tinuous with or attached to the coils at each 1. A folding bustle cousisting of a cross-
end a diagonal rib, 3. These diagonal ribs | piece at the top, diagonal ribs formed inte- 8o
cross each other about midway their length— | gral with sald cross-piece, spring-coils at the
that 1s, at the back of the bustle—and are | intersection of said cross-piece and ribs, and

30 preferably provided at their lower ends with | a retaining-strip connecting the ends of the
eves 4, for convenience 1n attaching one or | diagonal ribsat the bottom, extending upward
more supplemental ribs, 5, if used, and the re- | at the sides and connected to the coils, so that 85
taining-cord, 6. In expanding the ribs are forced downward

7 18 a belt, which 1s attached to coils 2 by | {rom the top.

35 loops 8 eyeleted to the belf, or in any suitable 2. A tolding bustle consisting of a cross-

manner, piece at the top, diagonal spring-ribs formed

In practice I ordinarily use one or more sup- | integral with said cross-piece, spring-coils at go
plemental ribs, the opposite ends of which are | the intersection of said cross-piece and ribs, a
attached to eyes 4 at the bottom. These sup- | retaining-strip connecting the ends of the di-

20 plemental ribs curve upward under the diago- | agonal ribs at the bottom, extending npward
nal ribs and over at the top of the bustle, and | at the sides and connected to the coils, a sup-
may be made of round, flat, or twin wire, ac- | plemental rib connected to the diagonal ribs g5
cording to the demands of the trade or the | at the bottom, and a strip attached tothe cross-
taste of the manufacturer. A drawing-strip, { piece at the top and the supplemental rib and

45 9, 18 eyeleted or otherwise secured to the | having a loop extending around the diagonal
cross-piece at the top to the supplemental rib | ribs attheir pointof intersection, substantially
or ribs, and from the supplemental rib, or the | as and for the purpose set forth. 1CO

5O

lowest one, if more than one is used, extends
in the form of a loop, 10, around both. of the
diagonal ribs at their point of intersection.
The retaining-cord extends across the bustle

In testimony whereof I a
presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS P. TAYLOR.
Witnesses:

1X my signature in

from side to side at the bottom, being con-{
nected to each of the eyes, and then extends|

A. M. WOOSTER,
C. B. RUGGLES.
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