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Yo all whomy it may coneern:

Be it known that I, MILES S. CAHILL, of Bos-
ton, in the county of Suffolk and State of Mas-
sachusetts, a citizen of the United States, have
invented anew and useful Improvementin Bot-
tle-Stoppers, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description, reference being
had tothe accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents in elevation a bottle hav-
ing one of my improved stoppers, and Fig, 2
18 a view representing the construction of the
stopper and its relation to the neck of a bottle
when in place.

My invention is especially applicable for use
In conneetion with bottlesthe contents of which
are to be distributed or used from time to time
by means of a sponge or brush supported by
a wire or other device—such, for instance, as
liqunid polish for boots and shoes; and the
object of the invention is to provide a large
convenient knob, cap, or handle as a means
for easily removing the cork from the bottle
without breaking it and a device which shall
permit of the application of the contents of the
bottle by thesponge withoutsoiling the fingers.

Referring to the drawings, A represents a
bottle for containing ‘‘alma polish,’’ so called.
@ 18 the cork which closes it. b is the sponge
which 1s carried or supported by a wire, c.
This wire penetrates through the cork and is
turned down to hook into the upper or top
portion thereof, as represented in Fig. 2. d
18 a wooden (or other similar material) eap,
capsule, or covering or knob. This cap or
capsule covering or knob has a hole, &, for
receiving the upper portion of the cork. 1t
i8 of sufficient depth to receive as much of

the upper portion of the cork as it will be nec-

essary at any time to inclose, and the cork is
50 placed in this capsule that when in the bot-
tle the lower edge, &%, of the cap or capsule
will ecome 1n contact or very nearly come in
contact with the upper surface of the neck of
the bottle.

To provide for the ready insertion of the
cork 1 enlarge the entrance to the hole & in the
cap, capsule, or knob by cutting away the edge
to form the bevel &, and in some instances the
cork 18 cemented to the cap, capsule, or knob
when a tight fit of the cork cannot be obtained
by its compression; but in other cases, where

a tight fit is not necessary,it is not, as the cork

can be pressed sufficiently to enable its elas-
ticity or expansion to hold it in the hole in the
capsule or knob. If the end of an ordinary
cork, which has a wire extending through it,
18 not covered, the liguid in the bottle will fol-
low the wire in the cork and leak through the
upper part thereof, and this is liable to hap-
pen both when the bottle is not in use, if it
should be turned upside down, and when the
stopper 1s used in applying the contents of the
bottle; but by covering the end of the stopper
with the cap or capsule the wire may be ex-
fended through the cork and a good hold
thereof obtained therein, because the contents
of the bottle cannot escape therefrom in the
manner 1ndicated. It will also be observed
that the wire 18 more firmly fastened into the
cork than 1f no cap or capsule were used, be-
cause the knob, cap, or capsule prevents the
wire from being pushed out from the cork. It
will also be seen that the knob, cap, or capstle
18 of great value in removing the cork from
the bottle, because its lower edge, upon bend-
ing or turning the knob, cap, or capsule lat-
erally, bears uponthe uppersurface of the neck
of the bottleand acts as a fulerum, and thereby
converts the knob, cap, or capsule into a lever
and renders the removal of the cork not only
more easy, but also insures it from being
broken or otherwise injured. Moreover, by
extending the capsule, cap, or knob about the
upper part of the cork, as shown, this section
of the cork is strengthened, and cannot be
broken off by any ordinary wrenching. It
will also be seen that there is a recess between
the under or lower edge of the capsule or cap

and the cork, which receives any dripping of

the contents of the bottle from the cork or
spounge and prevents it from reaching the ex-
terior of the knob, cap, or capsule; and this
recess may well be called a ‘*drip-receiving’’
channel or recess.

In practice I have found that a very good
way of applying the capsule to the cork is to
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first press the cork well into the bottle and

then press the capsule, cap, or knob upon
the cork, as by this means the lower edge
of the capsule, cap, or knob can always be
brought into proper position in relation to
the upper edge of the bottle. It will be no-
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ticed that the use of this e&ﬁsule or knob
gives to the stopper and bottle a very neat,
uniform, and ornamental appearance: and fin-

‘ish, and tha,b being applied so that its lower

edge shall substantially come in contact with

~ the upper surface of the neck of the bottle it is
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of great value in packing bottles in cartons or

.other boxes, because the capsules being of a

uniform height enables me to make a box so

nicely fitted to the height of the bottle that |

when the bottle is in place in the box the top
of the capsule will come in contact with the
under surface of the cover, thereby preventing
any movement of the bottle-within the carton
or box. . When this capsule is not used, this

resalt cannot be attained, because corks can-
not be so inserted as to leave a certain given

portion or length extending upward from the
upper surface of the neck of the bottle. This
18 owing, principally, to the faet that holes in
the necks of bottles are not of uniform size,
and that while the corks may be of uniform
size, as the holes in which they are placed are
not, some are inserted a greater dlSt&I]CB than
Others

I am aware of Patents Nos. 267 397 and
273,444, granted S. M. Bixby, and of the bot-
tle-stoppers therein described; but as I use a
capsule which does not add materlally to the
length of the stopper, and which has a recess
of sufficient depth to provide adjustment in

relation to the st0pper and Wthh takes hold |
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to its inner end, whereby it is held and sus- -

g

of the side of the stopper and is not fastened
‘to the stopper by a wire driven therein, and
as 1t possesses other advantages which a,re not 35
found in the Bixby stoppers, I consider that |
the said patents do not show or descrlbe the
spirit of my invention.

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent 40

of the United States—

1. A stopper for a blacking or other bottle,
comprising a cork supporting a wire carrying
an absorbent material and incased by a capof
wood, which cap embraces or holds the side 45
of the cork and has a drip-receiving channel

or recess in its under edge, all smbstdnblally as

and for the purposes described.

2. A stopper for a bottle, comprising a -
wooden capsule having an edge adapted to
rest upon the upper surface of the bottle and
provided with a :deep cork-receiving cavity
and a channel within its outer lower edge, a.
cork inserted in said cavity to or very nearly
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tained, a wire extendmg into sald cork and

| permanently attached thereto and adapted to

extend therefrom, and a sponge secured to the

outwardly- ‘extending end of said wire, all as

and for the purposes specified.
| MILFS S. CAHILL
Wltnesses
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