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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that 1, RaNpoLrH W. STIL-
WELL, of the city and county of New York,in
the State of New York, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Improvement in Corsets,
of which the following is a specification.

Theinvention relates to the construction and
arrangement of theeyes or holes through which

~ the lacings are rove to effect the adjustment.
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Imake each corset, as usual, in two parts,
and provide any ordmaly or Sultable attach-
1ing and detaching means for joining the front
edﬂes 1 empley lacings to adjustably unite
the back edges, being rove throungh eyes. I
make the eyes by bendmo wires, preferably
hard brass wires, by hand or by maehmmy, In

the proper form to present loops to receive the

lacings. I securethese wires between two flaps
of fabric 1n the edges of a corset, so that the
wires are covered and protected when in use.
Some of the benefit of the invention may be
obtained by employing the outer flap of the
proper width to eonceal and protect the eyes,
and making the inner flap of less width, or
suppressing 1t altogether; but I prefer, for Or-
dinary cases, making the fabric both on the
outer and 1nner face of the corset extend a lit-
tle past the eyes. T'here is aliabilivy that the
eyes, however judiciously the material may be
selected, will corrode with perspiration, so as
to discolor the dress on the outside or the un-
der-clothing within, By forming the corset
with a flap or fabricinside and another flap of

fabric outside of the eves the discoloration, if

any is produced,will all be on those flaps of the
corset, and the other garments will be entirely
preserved. In what I esteem the most com-
plete form of the invention, I bend the wire
so as not only to take firm hold of the corset
by the aid of the lines of stiteching inserted for
the purpose and hold the eyes firmly, so that
they can withstand the strain even of the
tightest lacing, but also to form by the same
wires eyes which serve as guides for the lac-
1ngs at points in the waist a little distant
from the edge. The ends of the lacings trav-
erse through these guides on their exit from
the corset.

The accompanying drawings form a part of
this specification, and represent what I con-

J—

1

sider the best means of carrying out the 1in-

vention.

Figure 1 is a general perspective view show-

The remaining ligures
are on a larger scale. Fig. 2 is a back view of
the upper portion of the corset. I'ig. 3 18 a
corresponding view showing certain powmns
on a still larger scale. I‘w 4 1s a horizontal
seetion on the line « & in Fig. 3. Fig. b5 18 a
vertical section on theline yy in Fig. 3. Iigs.
6 and 7 show the wire which forms the eyes
detached from the garment, but retaining all
the bends.
would appear if visible 1in the corset when
seen from the rear. Fig. 71sa corresponding
viewas it would appearin side elevation., Ifig.
8 corresponds to Fig. 6, except that the loops
are of a semieircular instead of a rectangular
form. TIfigs. 9 and 10 show two forms of eyes
made in separate short lengths of wire. Such
eyes may be introduced in the same position
between the flaps of the corset; but 1 prefer
making the eyes in one length, so that all the
eyes on one side of the corset shall be formed
in the same continuous wire. I'ig. 11 shows
the wire in short lengths secured by winding
around the edge spring of the corset. It will
be understood that in all these a flap of the
fabric lies on the inside and another flap on
the outside of the eyes. Iig.121sa horizontal
section on the line x x in Fig. 3, but showing &
modification of the position  of the edges of the
fabric. Fig. 13 shows another modification in
the position of the edges of the fabric.

Similar letters of refelence indicate corre-
sponding parts 1n “Lll the figures where they
oceur.,

A A are the two parts of a pair of corsets.
They may be made of any ordinary orsuitable
material, and woven in form or made by sew-
ing, forming each from a number of properly
shaped pieces of fabric; but it is 1mportant
that each be made at the back edge in two
thicknesses, which are left free at thelir edges,
forming flaps A’ A% between which thelacings
may enter, traverse the proper eyes, and

ing the corset in use.

emerge at the proper points for tightening or
loosening the garment. |

B B are smooth round wires bent by hand
or machinery into the form represented.

1

Fig. 6 prescnts the wire as 1t
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will use addibibnal marks, B’ B?, &c.,when nec- | Whole The form of the eyes B, shown in Flgs 45

essary to indicate certain portions. These
- wires serve to an appreciable extent as stiff-
eners to the edge of the corset; but this fune-
- 5 tion i8 insignificant relatwe]y to their other
- funetion of for ming the eyes and gmdes for the
lacing.
B’ are the eyes whleh 1ecewe the strain of
the lacing.

10 B’are the guides through which the hcmﬂ'

is simply guided as it is moved in one direc-

tion or the other for either twhtenmg or 1oos-
~ ening the corsefs.

B? are rings or loops which present smooth

15 surfaces at the ends., -

C C are the ]aemgs,whlch servethe or dmmy
functions. They are arranged inthe ordinary
manner, except that the eyes formed by the
bends B’ ,through which they are rove, lie be-

20 tween the flaps A" A? of the corsets. The lac-
inward between these flaps. The auangement
- is indicated in Fig. 2.
D’ D are lines of stitching strongly uniting
25 the flaps and holding the wires firmlyin place
There are other lines of stitching inclosing
springs which correspond to the ordinary

springs in corsets,and need not be Speclﬁcally'
described.

30

- flaps A" A’ and through the eye or 100p B’ in
the end of the wire B It serves asa ﬁrm and
reliable fastening.

The operation of the corset 18 the same as.

the ordinary, except thatthe lacings C, being

35
- rove through the eyes B’ are effectually

gulded. The ends may be seeured by tying

in the ordinary manner.

Modifications may be made by any good

mechanic without departing from the prinei-
ple or sacrificing the advantages of the inven-
- tion.
the eyes.

40

I can use thicker or thinner wire.

‘Part of the invention may be used without the | '

lacings through the eyes.

ings C correspondingly traverse outward and

M is an eyelet or rivet mserted throu oh both

AT AY as herem specified.

I ean use a greater or less number of |

8 and 10, is adapted for round lacings. The
other ﬁgures are adapted for flat lacings; but
either form may serve with some success with

the other form of lacing. I attachimportance

mainly to the fact that the eyes lie between xo

| the flaps of the fabric, as plainly shown in

Figs. 2 and 4. The modifications shown in
Figs. 12 and 13, involve only a portion of the
advantages. In the one case the inner flap is
employed, and in the other case the outer flap 55
is employed. One of these forms may be pref-
erable nnder some conditions, on account of
the increased facility afforded for reeving the

I can use the eyes
B, lying between the flaps A" A% and lead 6¢c
away the cords directly in the ordmaly man- |
ner without employing the guides B 1 pre-

fer the whole asshown in Figs. 1 to 7,inclusive.

Having now fully described the mventlon 1
claim as.new 1n corsets— | 65
1. The eyes B’, formed of wire bent and se-

cured as shown, in combination with corsets
A, having the flaps A" A? or oneof them,and

'arlanged with the flap or ﬂaps e‘ztendmg be-
yond the eyes,and the eyes between the flaps, 7¢

as herein specified.
2. The wires B, bent to form both the eyes

B’ and guides B in combination with the cor-

sets A, having one or more flaps, A" A* and
the lacings C, arranged to serve as herein 75
specified.

3. The rivets or ey elets M enn*acred in the
loops B’ in combination mth the eresB hav-
ing the eyes B, and the corsets A A and flaps _
82
In testlmony whereof 1 have heleunto seb

| my hand, at New York city, this 31st day of

January, 1887, in the presence of two sub-
scribing w1tnesses
. RANDOLPH W,
- Witnesses: |
- C. 5. HYER, |
H. A. JOENSTONE.

.STILWELL.
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