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To all whom it may concern: |

Be 1t known that I, OrLivEr H. HICKS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented a certain new and useful
Improvement in Paper - Receptacles; and T
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the same.

My invention relates particularly to im-
proved mechanism for clamping together the
sides about the opening of a paper-receptacle
closed without the use of a cover,by compress-
Ing such sides into contact with each other; it
being my object to provide novel and effective
means for the purpose,of simple construction,
capable of ready manipulation and non-ob-
structive to the operation of nesting, for ship-
ment or storage, receptacles provided with it.

My invention consists in the construction
hereinafter set forth and elaimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a form of paper-receptacle provided
with my improved clamping device; Fig.
2, a side elevation of the same closed and
secured 1n closed condition by means of my
Improved clamping mechanism; Fig. 3, a sec-
tion taken on the line 3 of Fig. 2 and viewed
In the direction of the arrow; Fig. 4, a per-
spective view of the open receptacle provided
with a modified form of my improvement, and
Fig. 5 a similar view showing the receptacle
closed and clamped with the modified device.

I illustrate my improvement in its applica-
tion to an especial form of coverless paper-re-
ceptacle, A,ofmyown manufacture,and formed
by folding a sheet of paper to produce the flat
base r and flaring rectangular shape repre-
sented, and having the corners q and ¢/, result-
ing from the folds, lapped one over the other
toward their adjacent extremities andsecured
upon opposite sides. The securing of the cor-
ners 1n place may be produced, or at least as-
sisted, by means of the handle or bail B,formed
of tape or of wire bent as shown, and having
1ts ends inserted through one side of the re-
ceptacie and the corners folded thereon, and
by the clamping mechanism, hereinafter de-
scribed. I domnot, however,wish to be under-
stood as limiting the application of my im-
proved clamping device to a paper-receptacle
of the form and construetion herein shown and

described, as it is capable of advantageous

use with other forms of coverless receptacles.

Cis a strip of metal, preferably wire, bent
to form the horizontal part p and the vertical
ends p’. Theends p’are inserted through one

side of the receptacle near the mouth thereof

and bent or folded back against the side of the

vessel to keep the elamp in position and se-

55

cure 1t or either end of it against casual with- 6 ¢

drawal from the receptacle; or, if desired,the
ends may be bent before passing through the
receptacle and then be pressed against the
side. Fig. 4 clearlyillustrates the manner of
attachment.

The strip C constitutes a clamp or closure,
and is]ocated, by preference,on the same side
of the receptacle as the bail B, and extends
along the inner side of the latter, as shown in
Figs. 1, 2,and 3. It may,however, be seeured
to the side of the receptacle opposite the bail
B, (see Figs. 4 and 5,) in which case the ends
p" may be sufficiently long, compared with the
ball B, to enable the part p to clear the bail
when the strip C is folded over to clamp
the receptacle in its closed condition, as here-
mafter described; but if this be not desired,
instead of lengthening the part p/,the bail may
be bent inward to permit the strip C to be
passed over it.

On the side opposite that provided with the
strip O 18 a retaining-strip, D, comprising,
preferably, a flat piece of flexible metal, and
located centrally between the lateral extremi-
ties of the side as the most advantageous po-
sition for it. "The retaining-strip, however,
may be composed of tape or string.

- The operation of my improvement is as fol-
lows: When the strip C is provided on the
same side as the bail, (in whieh case I find it
generally desirable to provide the retaining
device D on the opposite side,) to effect a clos-
ire of the receptacle the opposite sides are
brought together by hand (in the form of re-
ceptacle shown the sides of the rectangular
box adjacent to those described being forced
inward) and the strip C is bent by hand from
the shape and position in Fig. 1 to the shape
and position in Fig. 2—that is, to a U shape—
and to a position inclosing the edges of the
vessel, and compressed tightly to cause the
opposite sides of the opening to remain to-
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gether. _
the side of the receptacle below 1{s upper edge,

~ in order that a portion of the ends may rest

the receptacle.

10

15

‘against the side and be sustained by the side,

while the upper portions of the ends are bent
over the sides and against the other side of
The retaining-strip D 18 bent
over the part » of the closure C, as shown 1n

Fig. 3, affording a stop to prevent a separa-
tion of the contiguous edges at the opening

under the weight of the contents of the recep-
tacle when the latter is carried by the bail.

It is to be understood that the clamp C is

firmly secured to one side of the receptacle by
the ends p’, as aforesaid. . To open the recep-
tacle after closure, the steps are reversed, as

~ follows: The 1eta1nmg device D 18 released

20

from the part p and the clamp C is partially
‘unbent, wholly unbending it being unneces-

sary, untﬂ the opposite sides of the receptecle

~ean be Sepfueted with ease.

25

Where, as is shown, the clamp C is on the
side of the receptacle OppOSIte the bail, Figs.
4 and b, the retaining device D is usually un-

‘necessary. The-elamp being firmly secured
by its ends to the opposite side, it is found

~ that the stiffness of the metal is sufficient to
- prevent displacement, inasmuch as the bent-

~ opposite one held up by the bail.

over part of the clamp serves as a shoulder to

prevent the withdrawing of that side from the

words, the side having the bail affords a sup-

port thr ough the medium of the bent clamp C

. for the 0pp081te side.
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~ receptacle near the opening equal or substan-
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Tt will be seen that 'w1th the meehamsm
forming my present improvement the securing
effect is exerted along a line on & side of the

tially equal to the entire length of the recep-

tacle, and ig therefore IlleOlHl throughout. .
The bail B performs no function 111 the oper-

atlen of clamping. The parts p p’and retain-

ing device D,when applied to the open recep- |
tacle, do not mterfele with nesting.

In other

The ends of the clamp are secured to |

369,940'
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by Letters Patent, 18—

1. The eembmatmn with a paper -receptia-
cle, A, having a bail, B on one side, and con-
structed o be closed by compressing together
the sides toward the opening,
for securing it in closed ceudlblon comprising
a ﬂezﬂb]e metal strip having the part p and
ends 7', secured at their extremities to a side
of the receptacle and below the upper edge of

‘the side, whereby when the edges of the sides 55
‘are brought together the clemp may be bent

over and inclose the sides, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth.

2. The combination of a paper-receptacle,
A having a bail,
sisrueted to be closed by compressing together

‘the sides toward the opening, and clamping

mechanism for securing it in-closed condition,
comprising a clamp, G, eemposed of a flexible

metal strip bent to ploduee the part p and 65

ends p’, secured at their extremities to one
side of the receptacle and below the upper

edge of the side, and a retaining-strip, D,at
the opposite side of the same, Substantlally as -

and for the purpose set forth. 70
3. The combination, wwh 4 paper-recepta-
cle,. A, having a bail, B, on one side, and con-
structed to be closed by compressing together
the sides toward the opening, of clamping

mechanism for securing it in closed condition, 75

comprising a clamp, O composed of a flexible
metal Stllp bent to produee the part p and
ends 9, secured at their extremities to one

gide of the receptacle and below the upper

edge of the side, and a flexible metal retain- 8o
ing-strip, D, secured to the opposite side to
retain the elamp C, substantially as and for

the pur pose set forth.

OLIVLR H HIOKS

In presence of—
J. W. DYRENFORTI,
CHAS . GAYLORD.

of a clamp, C, 50

B, on one 81de, and con- 60
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