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(Ne model.)

To t:LZZ whony it may concern:

Beit known that T, WILTL1AM HENRY MOSER,
of East Portland, in the county of Multnomah
and State of Oren‘en haveinvented a new and

5 useful Impr evement in Berry-Boxes, of which

the following is a full, clear, and exact deserlp

- tion.

~ This invention relates to boxes or crates for
 holding berries and other fruits or small veg-
ic etables, but more particularly to boxes or

- crates for packing and marketing berries, such

as what 18 known as the ‘* Leslie”’ berry-box,
or the °* Hallock’? berry box or crate, or other

- like berry boxes or crates made of .veneer, .as
15 distinguished from like boxes made of paper;

but in the construction of such veneer boxes

I avoid the use of all tacks in building or

closing the box, as when its body is made up

of detached pleces, thereby not only saving
the tacks, but the time, labor, and tools neces-
sary in plaeing and driving the tacks home.
To these and other ends I use what is known
1n paper boxes as a ‘‘flap’’ or “tongue’’ lock
for the adjacent parts or ends to be secured,
sald flap or tongue being formed with a nech
and pessmﬂ*throun*h a smlably shapedaperture
1n the adjacent end or piece of the box; butin
using such flap and slotted lock the same is of
peculiar construction to adapt it to veneer, as
well as to make the lock a more perfect onein

various respects, and so that (which is im-

practicable with veneer) no kinking of the
~cusps of the flap 18 necessary to enter and se-
- cure it in place, substantially as hereinafter

25 described, and pointed out in the claims.
| IReference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming apartof thisspecification,in
which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the ficures.

Jigure 1 represents a view in perspective of
2 berry-box having its body or several sides
made of a singie piece of veneer, with my im-
proved lock applied to close and secure its
meeting or overlapping ends. Fig. 218 a face
view, uponareduced scale, of the blank,which
is represented as broken away in the center,
of or from which said body is made; and Fig.
3 is a section, upon an enlarged seale, through

the locking-flap portion of the body on the
50 line z # in Flg 1.
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tom d of the bo;x: as the body
intoshape, likewise having the locking flap or

‘with veneer.

of arched or other sunitable shape, and, which

aperture C and to form double hooks for re-

| in the drawings, 1 would observe that although

| only one locking-flap is here shown as applied
to the body, any number of such locking-flaps
may be used, either on the body or cover - of the 5
box where a cover is used, the lock being the

same in every case. |
A is the body of the box, made of a Smgle |
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piece of veneer, the blank from which it is

made being sheped and scored at suitable

| points—as, for instance, at b b—to provide for
the bending of it into the required shape of

the box, also having incisions, as at ¢ ¢, for

projection through it and support of the bot-
is bent around 63

tongue B and aperture C, through which said
tongue passes in or at 0ppos1te ends of the
blank. This shaping, cutting, and scoring of
the blank may all be dene by maehme at one 70
operation.

The tongue B, whleh in eonneetlen with the
apertured pertlen C, forms the lock, is of bull-
head shape-—that 1s is of larger area on 1ts
outer portion than at its inner end, where 1t
forms a neck, e—and is of curved euthne SO
as to avold all an gles, which are objectmneble
Thus constructed, the tongue 13
a spring one, which 1s not lmble to split when
putting the be:s: together and when In use or
locked. Itisor may “be all contained within the
end of the blank it forms part of. The aper-
ture C at, or, rather, within, the opposite end of
the blank-is in the form of a narrow opening
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is important, is of the same length as or not
less than the width of the tongue B at its
widest part. This avoids all kinking of the
cusps f f of the tongue to pass through the

taining the closed ends or parts in locking
peswlen as in the case of certain paper-box
locks, such kinking being impracticable with
veneer. |
To close the lock, the enlar oged portion of g5
the tongue B 1s passed flatly through the aper-
ture C, the same springing through or beneath

‘the inner wall or marginal portion, g, of the.
aperture, and the tongue is then retained in

place and made to perform its office of holding
the box together by the marginal portions & A

Prmr to describing the box as represented t of said tongue dl]d wall or marginal pertlons
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¢ ¢ of the aperture C abutting on Qr agalnst
- each other, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, and there

- position it occupies when the box is complete,
and it gives stiffness and stability to the box |
by confining the veneer body from play or |
~wmovement in direction of its depth, and from
strain on it where it is bent at its angles around

will be no liability of any strain from within

the box splitting off any part of the tongue.

Fuarthermore, the tongue B springs into place
without being pushed far- |

and holds securely
ther into or through the aperture C than to the

the bottom d of the box, so that the box in

‘being lifted will keep its shape.
The boxes may be put together at the fac:

tory, or they may be sold to the users ‘“in the

fiat,”’ and, as no tools are required for putting
~them together, they may be built up

or put

together in the field as they are filled. =
Having thus described myinvention, what T
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

- Patent, 1s— o

1. In a veneer berry or fruit bo.x,. the_"Wibh.in_- |

| described lock for the adjacent and overlap-
of a bull-headed tongue, B, of curvilinear con-
tour 1n ifs one closing end or portion, and an
~arched aperture, O, in the adjacent closing
end or portion, adapted to receive said tongue

ping ends or portions of the veneer, composed

within and through it and of a length corre-

sponding to the greatest width of the tongue,

as and for the purposes herein set forth.
2, The body A of the box,made of veneerand

‘having scores b for bending it into shape, con-
‘Structed with a bull-head tongue, B, of curvi- 35

linear shape at one of its overlapping ends or

‘portions, and with an arched aperture, C, in

its adjacent end or portion, of corresponding
length to the greatest width of the tongue,

‘and adapted to receive said tongue withinand 4o

through it and to lock with the same, substan-

‘tially as shown and described. -
- WILLIAM HENRY MOSER.

"«V-itnesses:
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