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A pplication filed Mfuf,h 3, 1887, Serml No. 220,530,

(No model.)

To all whonv it may concermn:

Be it known that I, NEHEMIAH T. For.s0M,
of Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State
of Massachusetts have invented certain new

5 and useful Improvement% in Stockings, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to the toe portion of
stockings.

- Ibis the obJeet of my invention to construct

10 the toe portion of a stocking so that it will

conform as nearly as may be to the natural

‘shape of that portion of the foot, so that the

toes of the wearer may not be crowded out of

their natural position, and so that discomfort

15 in the use of the stoekmws and dlStOI‘qu feet
may accordingly be avmded

1t has been common heretofore in the manu-

facture of stockings to make such articles more.

or less pointed at the toe, and to form such
20 point in the center, or nearly so, of the toe of
the stocking. While it may be that this form
gives to the toot of vainly-inclined persons
what may be called a *‘symmetrical shape?”’
when the stocking isdrawn thereon, i1tis a fact
- 25 thatit hastheeffect of crowding the toes of the
wearer oub of their natural pDSitlon by gradu-
ally and continually drawing the toe portion
of the foot of the wearer out of its natural

shape, (it being impossible to ‘“break in’’ a.

30 stocking to the shape of thefoot,) resulting in
oreat dlseomfmb to the wearer, as also in
R riding-toes,”” ‘¢ curled-under toes,” ingrow-
ing mlls, corns, bunions, &c. These d1fﬂculmes

and objections are overcome by my invention,

- 35 as 1 will now proceed to describe and claim,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to the lefters of reference
marked ther eon, forming a part of this specifi-
cation, 1n Whlc,h drawings—

I‘lgure 1 represents a mde elevation in cut-
line of my improved stocking. FIigs, 2 and
3 are diagrams showing the nature Of_ my im-
provementas compared with stockings of com-
mon construction. FKigs.4 and b arediagrams
45 indicating bottom plan views of the feet of a

pair of stockings constructed in accordance

with my invention. Tfig. 6 is a view similar

to Iig. 4 or b of the foot of a stocking of com-

non constructlon upon which my 111vent‘,10n 18
50 an improvement. |

40

|

- sponding parts 1n all of the views.

A g m—

knitted as a circular seamless web down to the

and

drawn upon the foot of the weareris to cramp

Similar lettels of reference indicate corre-

In carrying out my invention I knit the leg,
heel, and foot portions of the stocking down
to -the line ¢ @, where the toe 1s commeneed,
in any of the known ways. At the point a

which may be supposed to be a point just be-

yond the forward end of the little toe, I eom-
mence narrowing on the little-toe side, I, of

the stocking ouly,whlch narrowing 1s pursued 60
by preference, quite abruptly filontr the line

¢ from the point ¢ to the pointd, the stocking
Demg‘ presumed to be completed at the 1&131261
point, when, if the stocking shall have been

point a, the edges of the web are united by
seaming or loopm along the lineb b ¢, complet-
ing the stocking. By thisprocess it will beseen
that no narrowing whatever is done on the
great-toe side, g, so that a full and substan-
tlall y square comer is formed in the stocking,
as at d; and in order to adaptstockings of this
structure to both feet of the wearer it becomes
necessary to make them inpairs, as *‘rights’’
‘‘lefts ’—that is, form one stocking
adapted to fitthe right foob and another stock-
ing tofittheleft foot sothatthe greattoein each

70
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will come in the full partd and the liftle toeat

the point where the narrowing commenced
along the line ¢. In thiswayl am enabled to
form a stocking in which ample room will be
afforded the toes of the foov of the wearer, as
represented in Big, 2 of the drawings.

In Fig. 6 I have shown a diagram leplesunt
ing a stocking-foot having a toe of common
form. In this ease it will be seen that the toe
isgradually narrowed along the linesn 2, bring-
ing the end nearly to a lﬂomt as at 0. The
effect of a stocking of this c}mlacml when

'80'.

sle
and crowd the toes together, as represented in
Fig. 3, and by keeping them thus crowded
together from morning till night, in a shoe
however roomy, causes more or less discom-
fort, the toes, as it were, worrying and sweat-
ing like things having knowledge within them-
selves until released by the removal of the
stocking. A repetition of this crowding and

cramping of the toes day after day and year
I after year results in a distortion and deforma- 100




- tion of the foot as hereinbefore GXpla,med as
- also frequently i mmgrowmg nails, corns, bun

' but this construction does not answer so well |

10n8, and the like.
I ha;ve sometimes formed the toe of the
stocking entirely square, as shown in Fig. 1

since the toes of the foot in their natural po-
sition, when the stocking at other points fits
properly', do not take up all of the slack or

10 superfluous fabric formed at the end of the

- process may be varied without departing from

- 20

- the foot.

25

stocking.
While I have been particular in describing

the manner in which I prefer to shape the toe
of the stocking, by narrowing at one side
thereof, I would have it understood that this

the nature or spirit of the invention, the es-

sential feature of which is the so shapmn* of |

the toe portion of thestocking thatitwill con-
form to the natural form of the toe portion of

——

‘Having thus described my invention, what I
claim js—

1. A stocking havingabruptnarrowings on
one side only of the toe portion thereof,
whereby the stocking is shaped to conform b0 |
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the natural form of the toe portlon of the
foot, substantially as set forth.

2. A pair of stockings, each h'wmg the
great-toe side, g, knitted as full as the foot-
portion, and having abrupt narrowings on the
little-toe side, {, substantially as set forth.

3. A stocking having the leg, heel, and foot
portions knitted in any known manner and

the toe portion formed by narrowing the same 35

on one side and forming itsquare on the other,
substantially as set forth
4. A stocking having the leg, heel, and foot

portions knitted in any known manner and

the toe portion formed by knitting the great- 40

toe side, g, as full as the foot portion, and hav-
Ing the little-toe side, I, gradually narrowed

-ab ¢, Substantially as set forth.

Tn testi mony whereof I havesigned my name

to this spemﬁcatlon In the presence of two 15

subseribing witnesses, this 28th day of Feb-
ruary, A. D. 1887.

NEHEMIAH T. FOLSOM.

Witnesses:
~ ARTHUR W. CROSSLEY,
WILLIAM C. RAMSAY.
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